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The human rights violations against people in 

Abu Dis and Palestine continued in July 2020 in 

a way that has become routine – People in Abu 

Dis are trying to get on with their lives in a 

normal way but their lives are systematically 

interrupted by movement restrictions, separation 

from family members, economic and 

environmental problems.  People are becoming 

accustomed to violence from the Israeli army 

that every month leaves a number of boys (usually) injured, families, including those with 

babies, suffering from tear gas, and sees a number of people violently arrested or returned 

home suffering from their time in jail and their families suffering from fines of thousands of 

shekels. 

The Israelis went back on the promise they had given to Ismail Khalaf, one 

of the administrative detainees who did a long hunger strike a year ago and 

was due to be released with no additional terms give in early July. This 

month they renewed his detention by another 6 months (still with no trial). 

Meanwhile the other Abu Dis hunger striker from 2018, Huthaifa Badr, is 

also once again imprisoned with no trial. 

This month marks three years since the killing of two young people in Abu Dis (Mohammed 

Lafee and Yousef Kashour) and one month since the killing of Ahmed Eriqat at the Container 

Checkpoint. The Israelis still have not returned the body of Ahmed Eriqat who was killed on 23rd 

June and his family have been leading a campaign for the return of his body so they can bury it. 

This is not entirely an individual issue; currently the Israelis are holding 63 young people in their 

refrigerators. This seems to be both to put pressure on the families and potentially (as has 

happened before) for bargaining purposes in the future? 

Many other human rights issues – in the summer, the distribution of water taken from the 

Palestinian hills, at any time the issues of movement, passes, and residency – are not described 

in the actual actions listed below. 

The Maqassed Health Centre that has been under huge threat relating to the stoppage of funds 

to the Maqassed Hospital had a potential stop date at the beginning of July. It managed to 

struggle on but with minimum services. 



No annexation of the West Bank yet 

This month was 

marked, too, by the 

date (1st July) that – 

encouraged by 

Trump’s plan 

(January 2020). 

Netanyahu had put 

as a date for the 

annexation of large 

areas of the West 

Bank. People in 

Palestine were 

united in their 

opposition to this 

move, which 

represented a statement to the international community that Israel had no intention of moving 

from the important agricultural areas of the Jordan Valley or from the illegal settlements that 

they had built since 1967, but there were divisions of opinion about the level on which it 

represented a change, because Israel (as shown in these reports) had for over 50 years been 

taking over the lands and already has total control in those areas and of the West Bank as a 

whole.The 1st July passed without a declaration of annexation but this threat has not yet gone 

away (see cadfa.org/resources/). 

Across Palestine this month 

 

In July 2020, two Palestinians were shot and killed by the 
Israeli army, and a prisoner aged 75 who had been in prison 
for years died from lack of care and treatment.  
 
This month, 429 people were newly arrested from the West 
Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza. Thirty-two of them were 
children under the age of 18.  
 
This month a huge number of Palestinian houses or parts of 
houses under construction were destroyed by Israeli military 
order: eighty-five(85) including one in Abu Dis. In 
Jerusalem, six houses were knocked down by their owners 
in order to avoid being given huge bills by Israel for 
destroying them. 
 
Settlement expansion Agreement was given to more than 
460 settlementunits in the Israeli illegal settlements 
including 240 in the area around East Jerusalem. Hundreds 
of donums of land were confiscated, much of it this month in 
the areas around Bethlehem. 
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