Palestine Visit Report
Tuesday 21st April.

By Chris 

Our first visit was to the Bedouin village of Wadi Abu Hindi. The only way in is along a dirt road, albeit running parallel to a modern metalled road to which the villagers have no access. The village is illegal but tolerated. It is in what Israelis designate as Area C which means that it is entirely within their control and they can use it for military training. There is no running water or electricity and no stone buildings and no foundations are allowed. Israel plans to relocate the villagers to a site near Abu Dis but this is being resisted. It is an unsuitable site and has no suitable grazing for animals.
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The most impressive building in Wadi Abu Hindi is the school. There are 130 children aged 5 to 10 and 14 teachers who come every day by minibus. The children come from surrounding villages, some walking for an hour each way across the hilly and rocky terrain. The building is basically made of wood with some metal framing. It is brightly coloured in green. There is an atmosphere of purposeful and cheerful hard work.
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We were in Al-Quds university at lunch time where we saw a film entitled ‘Wanted 18’. It was set in Beitshur, near Bethlehem where the villagers, in defiance of Israelis, decided to invest in a herd of cows. The film depicted the efforts of the villagers to hide the cows to prevent them being seized.

In the afternoon we visited Azuria, a nearby town. Unlike Abu Dis Azuria, also known as Bethany, attracts tourists as it is the site of the home and tomb of Lazarus whom Christ raised from the dead. We visited ‘Support the Village’ organisation supporting women with health issues and also providing work skills such as catering and food packaging.
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We finally visited Jebel Baba, a Bedouin village which is being surrounded by the Separation Wall and will be cut off from Azuria. The Israelis plan to expel the villagers and take over the land, periodically raiding to damage buildings.

