CADFA Twinning visit to Abu Dis, April 2015

by Stuart 
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A group of five members of CADFA, (above from left to right) Stuart, Chris, Sam, Mel (a volunteer on 3-months service) Celine, Monique, visited Abu Dis in April 2015.  The purpose of the twinning trip was to learn more about the Occupation and we toured the West Bank and East Jerusalem visiting major centres, refugee camps and Bedouin villages, meeting activists and learning about the lives of ordinary people.
The group has put together a day by day diary of our visits, but here are a few memories of our trip:

- a water pump in the Jordan Valley with a small pipe connecting a village with 3,000 inhabitants, next to another pipe with a cross section area 10 times greater, supplying a settlement of 166 where every house has a swimming pool.

- Abu Dis children selected to go on a trip to London, but unable to travel because they couldn't get a passport from the Palestinian Authority who said the Israeeli Ministry didn't give them enough.

- The rejection of some 95% of Palestinian building requests in Area C, resulting in over-crowding, water shortage and the threat and actual demolition by the IDF of schools, water collectors and houses.  It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that this is a long-term policy of ethnic cleansing with a view to the annexation of Area C.

- The E1 project and the plans to corral the Bedouin into small areas with no space for their animals, thus destroying their 1000 year old way of life. 

- One of our friendly guides who was arrested while observing a demonstration the previous week and three IDF soldiers saying that he had thrown stones, which he denied convincingly to us.  He refused to sign a confession and after 3 days in prison paid a bribe and was able to leave.

- a wonderful community centre in a refugee camp doing their best for disabled people, but a tiny operation in a camp of 3,000.

- the contrast of the rich life of the Jerusalem suberbs in sharp contrast to the poor conditions in the West Bank.  GDP for Israel is $33,000 pp per year and that for the West Bank is $5,000 pp.


Before I went, I had not given up all hope of a 2-state solution, but we did not meet a single Palestinian who believed it was possible now.   And seeing the extent of the settlement enterprise I have to agree.   However, the Palestinian hope for a one state democracy with a home for all also seems unlikely to me.   But an apartheid Greater Israel is not sustainable long term and together with many commentators, I believe that Israel is sleep walking to disaster.   
Overall we all found the trip stimulating and were impressed by the friendliness and resilience of all the Palestinians we met, but angry at the conditions the Israelis impose in the West Bank.  We are grateful for all the help we received from Nandita in London and our hosts at the CADFA Friendship Centre in Abu Dis: Abed, Musa, Hazem, Hosam and the numerous guides in the places we visited.  The trip redoubled our resolve to work on behalf of the Palestinians in Abu Dis and elsewhere.   
