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Appendix 1 - 2020-21 in Abu Dis – Extracts from CADFA 

human rights reports 

April 2020 

“Israel has taken advantage of the world’s preoccupation with Corona to push on with the 
controversial E1 settlement development west of Abu Dis, opening a new road for 
Palestinians north towards Ramallah as a way to cut them off from the east (the lands 
Israel wants for the E1 developments).  

“At the beginning of March, they destroyed two houses in Khalit Abed (an area of Abu Dis 
on the west of the Wall). They have started to build a new wall in Sheikh Sa’ad (south-
west of Abu Dis) which will cut them off on both east and west – a small part of land 
separated from Jabal al Mukabbar and Jerusalem on the West as well as Sawahreh on the 
east of the wall. This appears to relate to the creation of an Israeli-only road between Har 
Homa settlement near Bethlehem and MaaleAdumim near Abu Dis and in the E1 area.” 
 

May 2020   

“Palestinians are becoming accustomed to violence from the Israeli army that every month leaves 
a number of boys (usually) injured, families, including those with babies, suffering from tear gas, 
and sees a number of people violently arrested or returned home suffering from their time in jail 
and their families suffering from fines of thousands of shekels.  Between 30 and 40 people are in 
prison which has a big effect on all of their families. This month again saw a series of army 
invasions and imprisonments by the army”. 

June 2020  

“This month was worse: a young man (Ahmed Eriqat) was shot and killed by Israeli 
soldiers on 23rd “June. At the time of writing (August), the Israelis still have not returned 
his body to his family.” 

“[This Israeli] plan was to build a road to connect Har Homa settlement (south of 
Jerusalem) with Qidar settlement (east of Jerusalem and on Abu Dis land). In order to do 
this, they would need to go through/ past/ over the Wall from west to east. The Israelis 
were exploring a route from Har Homa to Surbaher to Sheikh Sa’edgoing on the west of 
the Wall and going through the Wall at Suwanet Salah (the area in question) and then on 
to Qidar.  As part of this plan, there would be a special terminal through the Wall at 
Suwanet Salah specially for the Al Quds University students and faculty – though it would 
leave local people in the area with miles to go round to other terminals if they wanted to 
go to Jerusalem.  Under this plan, the Israelis would build a military camp on the area we 
are now calling the sports field, to be in charge of this new ‘terminal’ in the Wall. 

“During this period the Israeli army came several times and destroyed several houses in 
Khalit Abed and Suwanet Salah. Some of these houses were old and built before Israel 
came to the area. But after Israel came, the land officially became “without owners” and 
destroyed anything that was built there, saying that there were no licences. Obviously the 
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local people don’t agree that there are no owners here – but they don’t have the power 
to do anything about this.” 

“Many other human rights issues – in the summer, the distribution of water taken from the 

Palestinian hills, at any time the issues of movement, passes, and residency…” 

July 2020 

“The Israelis went back on the promise they had given to Ismail Khalaf, one of the 
administrative detainees who did a long hunger strike a year ago and was due to be 
released with no additional terms give in early July. This month they renewed his 
detention by another 6 months (still with no trial). Meanwhile the other Abu Dis hunger 
striker from 2018, HuthaifaBadr, is also once again imprisoned with no trial.” 

“This month marks three years since the killing of two young people in Abu Dis (Mohammed Lafee 

and Yousef Kashour) and one month since the killing of Ahmed Eriqat at the Container Checkpoint. 

The Israelis still have not returned the body of Ahmed Eriqat who was killed on 23rd June and his 

family have been leading a campaign for the return of his body so they can bury it. This is not 

entirely an individual issue; currently the Israelis are holding 63 young people in their 

refrigerators. This seems to be both to put pressure on the families and potentially (as has 

happened before) for bargaining purposes in the future?” 

“The Maqassed Health Centre that has been under huge threat relating to the stoppage of funds 

to the Maqassed Hospital had a potential stop date at the beginning of July. It managed to 

struggle on but with minimum services” 

“The summer saw more of the problems with water that have become more and more 
frequent in the past few years. People in Abu Dis have water to their area on certain days 
of the week only and store this in tanks on their rooves, but there is not enough. 
Meanwhile they are living in sight of the Israeli settlements of MaaleAdumim, Qidaretc 
where there are water sprinklers for lawns and flowers and people have swimming pools 
and no lack of water at all.” 

August 2020 

“By now the economic difficulties were biting that resulted from the Palestinian Authority’s 

refusal to go along with the Israeli annexation plans for the West Bank. In June, the PA refused to 

co-ordinate with Israelis they had been going on since set up by the Oslo Accords 27 years ago. In 

retaliation and to put pressure on the PA, Israel withheld taxes that should be paid to the 

Authority, who have now been unable to pay salaries to hundreds of thousands of employees, 

causing economic hardship across the community. The Abu Dis Health Centre is under threat as its 

parent, the Maqassed Hospital in Jerusalem is also uncertain that it can go on as funds have been 

stopped. Currently both are managing to struggle on but with minimum services and doctors have 

not been given their salary for the past four months.” 

“People in Abu Dis are trying to get on with their lives in a normal way but their lives are 

systematically interrupted by movement restrictions, separation from family members, economic 
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and environmental problems.  People are becoming accustomed to violence from the Israeli army 

that every month leaves a number of boys (usually) injured, families, including those with babies, 

suffering from tear gas, and sees a number of people violently arrested or returned home 

suffering from their time in jail and their families suffering from fines of thousands of shekels.” 

“This month, changes in the ‘permission’ system compounded health and social problems for 

many people in Abu Dis and the issue of fines was a pressure on the families of prisoners as well as 

the imprisonment itself. The Israelis still have not freed the four Abu Dis prisoners on 

administrative detention who are held with no trial, still defying the agreement they themselves 

made to release Ismail Khalaf at the beginning of July.  

“ They have not returned the body of Ahmed Eriqat who was killed on 23rd June and his family 

have been leading a campaign for the return of his body so they can bury it.” 

“In the recent past – before Corona – before the stopping of the Israeli co-operation with Israel, 

women over 50 and men over 55 often used to be able to go to Jerusalem without ‘permissions.’ It 

was a long process; people had to get to the checkpoint, and then had to wait in a long queue and 

go through the electronic gates. This severe restriction of movement is in itself a violation against 

the human right to free movement inside your country.” 

September 2020 

“The people of Palestine were still under pressure from the local rise of Covid, which was on the 

rise in the area, as well as from the military occupation. Sometimes these came together: when 

Israeli soldiers came close to people in house invasions and arrests, the soldiers were not wearing 

masks. The restrictions on movement from Covid built on to the restrictions imposed by the 

Occupation and became worse this month when Israelis had a religious holiday.” 

“It was a new step (since Oslo) for the Israeli Civil Department to intervene directly to close down 

local businesses in the name of social distancing – This would previously have reached local people 

from the Palestinian Authority but the PA ended co-ordination with Israel as a protest against 

plans to annexe and to withhold tax money.” 

October 2020 

“[This] was the last month before the American election and its result was uncertain. While both 

of the parties standing for re-election in the US had promised to be good friends of Israel and the 

Palestinians had no special hope from either, Trump was a very active supporter of settlement 

expansion. Encouraged by his support and the ‘Deal of the Century,’ and not clear what the result 

of the election would be, the Israeli government was working hard to clear the areas that they 

wanted for new settlements and put in the infrastructure for more building.” 

“There were now five Abu Dis prisoners on administrative detention - held with no trial - still 

defying the agreement they themselves made to release Ismail Khalaf at the beginning of July. 

There were around thirty prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails including at least four children. 
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“The Israeli authorities have not returned the body of Ahmed Eriqat who was killed on 23rd June 

and his family continued to campaign for the return of his body so they could bury it. “ 

November 2020 

“The US election was important in Palestine because – while both candidates for president and 

their parties have supported Israel – Trump had taken a very pro-active stand in support of Israeli 

control of Jerusalem, settlement expansion and annexation and the Israeli authorities had been 

very encouraged to push towards annexation and further expansion. The month finished with 

Biden having won but no concession from Trump; Israel appeared to be using the time by 

activities in the Jordan Valley and agreeing more settlements. “ 

“One problem with a report based on one month in an on-going occupation is that we talk 
of things that change, particular things that happen, and often don’t talk about the things 
that continue and have become (under occupation) “normal” even though they are clear 
violations and unbearable. In a discussion with women from Abu Dis, one said sadly how 
difficult this year had been. She has not been able to see her family (her parents and 
brothers and sisters) in Jerusalem since last December. This is because – years ago - the 
Israelis gave her a different coloured ,ID from her family (green instead of blue) and they 
use these colours to decide where they will allow people to go. “ 

“A second woman talked about the Wall, and how her children don’t know life without 
the Wall (which went up from 2002 and progressively cut Abu Dis from Jerusalem). She 
said, “They don’t know Jerusalem, they don’t know how we were free before.”   “Free?” 
said another woman. “We weren’t free.  Even then the Israelis didn’t allow me to go to my 
village which I was born in.” 
“Not really free,” said the second woman, “We were under occupation. But before the 
Wall we could go to Jerusalem or Jaffa or Haifa if we wanted to. Now we are really in a 
prison.”” 

December 2020 

“The report this month shows the Israeli army repeatedly blocking the ways in and out of 
Abu Dis along the main north-south road that affects the whole of the West Bank south of 
Ramallah” 

“Most parts of Palestinians’ lives are affected by the military occupation and apartheid imposed by 

Israel. Water is one example, with the allocation of water in the West Bank itself controlled by 

Israel and unequally divided, so there is already a general shortage of water in Abu Dis. Israeli 

settlers moving into the West Bank have at least six times as much water available per head as the 

Palestinian population. The Israeli settlements have watered lawns, flowers and swimming pools – 

just as dramatic, they have continuous water coming to their homes through a mains supply. 

Palestinian homes have water tanks on the roofs as they have occasional distribution of water – in 

Abu Dis often for two days a week only - so it has to be saved; and they are used to running out of 

water especially in the hot weather. 

“A real crisis ensured in mid-December because the main pump in the Wadi Jheer pumping station 
broke. This usually gives 70% of the water in the area, and the people in lower areas depended on 
30% of water from Israeli companies – They refused to give more than this quantity or to raise the 
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pressure so the majority of people in hilly Abu Dis and surrounds were not able to get mains 
waterand were forced to pay for private tankers to bring water, and then pump it to the tanks on 
their roofs.” 

January 2021 

“News came that the Israeli government had approved the building of a new road for 
Palestinians to keep Palestinian traffic separate from Israelis and also away from Maale 
Adumim settlement. According to this plan, traffic from Abu Dis will go north through Al 
Azariyeh and under a tunnel towards Anata and then Ramallah. Most of the roads now 
used by Palestinians will now be used by settlers with no Palestinians on them.  

This is part of the E1 plan and will cut people from the area away from the east. The area 
of the Bedouin villages Jabal al-Baba, Wadi Abu Hindi and others will be inside the area 
with the settlements and we can expect that their people whom Israel have made 
insecure for years will be pushed out of their homes. 

“This is the state that the world is calling for Palestinians – a state of restrictions, 
underground tunnels and control by Israel,” says a friend from Abu Dis, “with half of the 
area of the West Bank cut off from us as securely as the rest of Palestine.” 

“Palestinians living under Israeli occupation in the West Bank and Gaza urgently need  
access to Covid vaccination in order to begin to reverse the worsening Covid 
situation.  The fact that Israeli settlers living in the same land are already enjoying a huge 
roll-out of vaccine throws a clear light on the apartheid situation in Palestine.  Israel, as an 
occupying power, has a responsibility under the Geneva Conventions to ensure health 
care of the occupied people. They could supply the Palestinians with vaccine but are not 
doing so. Israel is vaccinating its own prisoners but Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails are 
not being vaccinated.” 

February 2021 
 west the on work beginning are Department Civil the with together military Israeli “The

 taken have they that indicate which working diggers are there – settlement Qidar of side
 a put they Bank, West the occupied Israel When land. Dis Abu of area big another over
 were There land. the using from Palestinians stopped which area this on order military

 High Israeli the through back it get to attempt unsuccessful an and land the near protests
 extended been has and land Dis Abu on 1985 in started was settlement Qidar but – Court

Dis.” Abu towards further expanding is it Now  years. the over 

[As is so common], “After the Friday prayer, the Israeli army put a checkpoint in the 
middle of Abu Dis at the crossroads to the military camp and began to check people’s IDs. 
There was a demonstration and the Israeli army shot tear gas all over the town.” 

March 2021 

“On 1st March a Palestinian car drove into the area of Kubsa in the middle of the day, and 
Israeli soldiers jumped out, dressed in plain clothes, and arrested two men… They took 
them into the civil car and drove out of the area, shooting, and now protected by Israeli 
army vehicles which had followed them there. The two men were taken to Maale Adumim 
police station but released after a few hours, saying that they had taken the wrong 
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people, but leaving local people wondering whether all the drama was perhaps a form of 
army training?” 
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Abu Dis numbers 2020-21 
 

56 people from Abu Dis were arrested by 

Israel 

11 young people under 18 arrested 

 

5 Prisoners held on administrative 

detention (with no trial) 

 

35 People on average from Abu Dis were in 

Israeli prisons at any one time 

 

67 House were invaded by the Israeli army 

during last year. 

 

2 Houses demolished 

182 People wounded by the Israeli army 

during demonstrations 

 

10 People seriously wounded with live 

ammunition 

3 Killed by the Israeli army (Ahmed Eriqat 

from Abu Dis and two people from 

Sawahreh killed at Container checkpoint). 


