
The human rights year in Abu Dis 2021-22 

These extracts from CADFA human rights reports show some of the human rights violations 
during this year, but it should be noted that this only includes incidents that have dates and 
numbers – as discussed earlier in the report, many of the very big issues are on-going and 
systematic and do not appear here. Other incidents that do not appear here are the tear gas 
and woundings that happened almost weekly on Fridays as an Israeli response to 
demonstrations.  

Incidents included 

April 2021 
   
On 16th April the Israeli army vehicles drove into the middle of town invaded the town and reached 
the area of the youth club 
 
Huthaifa Badr and Mohammed Ebaidat were given new terms of administrative detention 
(imprisonment without trial) - each another 6 months 
 
17th April was Prisoners’ Day and there were solidarity activities in the town. The Israeli army shot 
tear gas and rubber bullets. Trees at the entrance of the university were set on fire. 
 
On 28th the Israeli army destroyed a house belonging to Abu Snaineh family in Wadi Jheer Abu Dis, 
saying it was built without a licence. 
 
At the end of April Ramadan started – Israel closed the ‘terminals’ around Jerusalem (these are the 
big military checkpoints in the Separation Wall) which caused problems throughout Ramadan. 
 
Five people from Abu Dis were arrested this month including a school student under 18 and an ex-
prisoner who had spent more than ten years in prison at an earlier point in his life. 
 
Across Palestine this month, there were two people killed by the Israeli army and settlers – 5 from 
Gaza and 8 from the West Bank including two young people from Nablus who were under 16. 

 

May 2021 
 

During this month the eyes of the world were first on Sheikh Jarrah where there were further 
attempts by Israeli settlers to take over Palestinian houses; then on Israeli incursions into the Al 
Aqsa Mosque and then- as demonstrations took place in the West Bank, Gaza and in ‘1948’ 
(Israel), Israel launched a fierce attack on Gaza. 

In Abu Dis, on 14th, the Israeli army caused a fire in the Al Quds University by shooting tear gas 
over the wall. 

 On 16th, 17th, 18th the Israeli army invaded the University 3 times – on 16th early in the morning 
during the night, on 17th during the day causing the university to stop work. On 18th the army came 
in and even entered lecture rooms. 

During this month, 256 people were killed in Gaza as well as 34 people from the West Bank and 2 
Palestinians in ‘1948’ (Israel).   



June 2021  
 
On 16th June Israeli soldiers killed Mai Afaneh at a checkpoint north of Abu Dis. People went to the 
to streets in a demonstration – the Israeli army invaded the town and there were ‘clashes’ with 
people hurt. 

Mai’s family were contacted by Israeli intelligence who asked  herfather to come to the military 
checkpoint in Bethlehem.  The father knew that in such circumstances the family were often not 
shown the body but sometimes arrested and pressured to confirm that their daughter or son was 
involved in terrorism - This had happened to Ahmed Eriqat’s family a year before – So he did not 
go. 

The same day a solidarity tent was put up in Abu Dis.  There were nightly demos by Abu Dis people 
protesting at what had happened to Mai. At this point the family were still asking for details of what 
had happened to their daughter: it was clear that she had been shot but not clear if she was still 
alive or had been killed. 

On Friday 18th June local people organised a demonstration at  Zaitouneh terminal/ military camp  - 
asking for details about what had happened and where Mai was.  The response was teargas and 
shooting from watch tower and checkpoint,   

There was still no confirmation of what had happened but it was clear enough that she had been 
killed. The family decided to have twice-weekly demos outside Maale Adumim settlement calling for 
Mai’s body to be returned.  

This month 4 young people arrested from their homes early in the morning 

Across Palestine this month, there were 13 people killed by the Israeli army and settlers – 5 from 
Gaza and 8 from the West Bank including 2  young people from Nablus who were under 16. 

 

July 2021 

On 1st July, the Israeli army invaded University Street early in the morning Abu Nasser Ayad (aged 
74) was on his way to the University Mosque. The soliders shot him in his knees, left him on the 
ground and no one could help him.  He was Miriam Ayyad’s husband (killed in house invasion in 
2008).  Went on suffering him these wounds for months and died in December 2021. 

Local demos continued in relation to Mai – nightly in the town and twice-weekly on the road near 
Maale Adumim settlement  

During a demo on 18th July, soldiers came and pushed the father of Mai Afaneh on to the ground 
and kicked him in front of everybody 

The group that was organising in solidarity with Mai’s family decided to have the demo only once a 
week as they did not want people to be hurt. 

On 8th July ten young Palestinians were arrested from their houses by the Israeli army 

On 20th July, Abdisalaam Ayyad Mayor of Abu Dis was arrested by the Israeli army and held for 
two days: he was threatened with administrative detention if he did not get the demonstrations 
called off 

Thirteen Palestinians killed this month by Israel mainly in West Bank: this included a sixteen-year-
old and an old man over 65. 

 August 2021 



Demonstrations and marches in solidarity with the families of Mai Afaneh and also Ahmed Eriqat 
continued and – just as with the Friday demonstrations – often had violent responses from the 
Israeli army. 
 
On 19th August there were several house invasions by the Israeli army and 4 young people 
werearrested by the army. 
 
This month the Israeli army killed 9 people in the West Bank including two young people under 18 
and an old man. Five of them were from Jenin refugee camp. 

 

 September 2021 

This was the beginning of the school.  After a year after a year and a half of studying through Zoom, 
students went back to schools. And the Israeli army started again to cause problems for the 
students and the schools. 

On 2nd September,the Israeli army put a checkpoint on the street leading to the boys’ schools and 
the University at the beginning of the day. They stopped students, asked questions, searched their 
bags – this led to clashes during which the army shot tear gas and rubber bullets and this stopped 
the school day.  

This was repeated on Sunday 5th September. The schools managed to talk to the Palestinian Co-
ordination to press the Israeli army to stop the provocation of young people and enable the school 
day to go on. 

Nightly invasions by the Israeli army into Abu Dis. Seven people were arrested including two under 
the age of sixteen. 

On 28th September, the army invaded Abu Dis in the early morning and shot tear gas around Ar 
Ras and the University. There were no clashes or house invasions 

13 people killed in the month by Israeli army including a boy under 16 and a woman. 

October 2021 

At the beginning of October, 4 young people were arrested. 

The Mai Afaneh solidarity group decided to stop the demonstrations outside  Maale Adumim were 
stopped as the army were being dangerous. More young people were being beaten by the army. 
The demos continued on Fridays in Abu Dis, calling for the release of the bodies of Mai Afaneh and 
Ahmed Eriqat. 

There was one person killed in the West Bank in October. 

November 2021 

Thankfully there were no major incidents in Abu Dis though violations continued at the Friday 
demonstrations and ‘quiet’ violations of the rights to water, electricity, travel, family life continued as 
mentioned in the main text. 

This month, across Palestine, five people were killed by the Israeli army including two under the 
age of 18. 

 

December 2021 



This month, across Palestine, seven people were killed by the Israeli army including one under the 

age of 18 and an old woman. 

 

 January 2022 

A campaign of solidarity was started in Abu Dis in relation to the hunger strike of Hisham Abu Hawwash who 
had spent over 100 days in prison without trial. There were seven admin detainees in Abu Dis at the time 
among the 35 prisoners from the town.  

On the first day of the year, there was a candlelit demonstration in solidarity. A solidarity tent was set up in the 
middle of town and there were and nightly demos from 1st Jan.  

On Sunday 2nd a big demonstration marching towards the military camp was stopped by army tear gas and 
rubber bullets. Four young people wounded with rubber bullets. 

On Monday 3rd in the night the army invaded the area around Al Quds University. 

After a long hunger strike of 140 days, Hisham Abu Hewash got an agreement to be released. 

During January, the army invaded many of the houses of Abu Dis in January and arrested 13 young people. 
(The father of one of the young people was also arrested till his son went to Maale Adumim settlement and 
gave himself up, when they released the father)   

Whenever the army do a night time arrest, they affect the whole area with tear gas and shooting and noise in 
the main street. 

During this month, the Israeli army killed 5 people from the West Bank and Gaza. 

February 2021 

The number of nightly house invasions increased this month. The army came into the town almost every night 
and invaded houses, community centres and other organisations including the health centre and mosques.  

On 15th Feb the army brought a big bulldozer and destroyed the memorial stones put on the wall of the 
graveyard to commemorate Mohammed Lafee and Youssef Kashour who had been killed in 2017. That night 
they also invaded Abu Dis Health Centre, breaking down the main door, and destroyed some of the equipment 
in the centre, saying they were looking for young people.  

They went on to the Al Quds University during the morning lecture time where around 300 students were hurt 
by live ammunition or affected by tear gas; some had to be taken to local hospitals and health centres. 

Seventeen people were arrested in the night invasions including 4 Abu Dis school students in their final towjehi 
year. In the case of three of them, the fathers were arrested before the young people in order to put pressure 
on the sons to give themselves up. 

In this month 6 people were killed by the Israeli army including two under the age of eighteen. 

SEE NEXT PAGE 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

Abu Dis numbers 2021-22 
 

79 people from Abu Dis were arrested by Israel 

38 young people under 18 arrested 

 

7 Prisoners held on administrative detention (with no 

trial) 

 

37 People on average from Abu Dis were in Israeli prisons 

at any one time 

 

150 Houses invaded by the Israeli army during last year. 

 

15 Invasions to community buildings invaded by the Israeli 

army, including the health centre, mosque and 

university. 

1 House demolished 

hundreds People hurt by the Israeli army during demonstrations – 

this includes people hurt through shooting and people 

suffering seriously from tear gas inhalation, both very 

hard to count as people do not always report their 

injuries. 

 At least 2 People seriously wounded with live ammunition 

2 Killed by the Israeli army (Mai and Yamin) 


