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Palestine 
– Israel
What is 

going on?



• Do you know where Palestine 
is on the map?

• What is its capital?
• What is its language?
• Something it is famous for?
• Do you know where Israel is 

on the map?
• What is the problem that 

occasionally hits the news?
• What can you do if you want 

to help?

This assembly will look at some of these 
things…
Let us start with Palestine.



Map







There are those who want you to see the 
Israel-Palestine problem as a religious one 
…usually they say Muslims on one side and 
Jews on another …   but this is not the issue

1. There are Palestinian Christians as well as 
Muslims. There are are also a very few Jews 
eg the Samaritans who live near Nablus

2. Not all Jews have the same opinion or see 
themselves on one side. This has been true 
since the Zionist movement began to try to 
build Israel - and it is still true today.  

3. Similar issues have happened in other places 
with different people. .



https://www.dropbox.com/s/q28
z8opjn9uf8g0/hands%20with%20
titles%20you%20tube.mov?dl=0



• A country of agriculture, 
villages, trade, industry, cities 
and towns, hills and fertile plains, 
three seacoasts…



The family of Fathiya Abu 
Hilal, a teacher from Abu 
Dis, born in Beit Hanina, 
Jerusalem.



Fathiya’s grandmother remembered 1948 and the terrible fear 
there was around the time of the Deir Yassin massacre just 
before Israel took over most of Palestine. Deir Yassin wasn’t far 
from them and nor were Lifta and so many other villages that 
Palestinians were pushed out of in 1948. Some of the people 
from their village (Beit Hanina) left in 1948 but more of them 
just went to the hills and later came back. 
Fathiya’s grandmother’s family stayed in Beit Hanina and 
Fathiya remembers when she was a child spending a lot of 
time with her grandmother, being shown the land and taught 
about the trees and on Fridays dressing in her best clothes and 
going to Al Aqsa to pray, coming back and buying bread and 
dried figs or whatever else her grandmother needed.

Fathiya’s mother remembers 1967 and the terrible fear 
there was at the time of the six-day war when Israel took 
over the West Bank.  People heard the fighter planes and 
they hid. Fathiya’s dad (like a lot of people) hid in a cave. 
Her mother’s family found a well that was dry and safe 
and the family hid in there.  Many people ran away to 
Jordan expecting to come back but most of them haven’t 
been able to return since that time.   In those days the 
areas between Jerusalem and Beit Hanina (their home) 
and Abu Dis were still open.



Fathiya was born under Israeli occupation and was given a 
West Bank ID like her father. Because Israel has worked to cut 
Jerusalem off from the West Bank, there are different types of 
ID. Her mother had a Jerusalem ID and so did her brothers and 
sisters. By the time Fathiya was married and living in Abu Dis, 
her father managed to get a Jerusalem ID too – so Fathiya’s ID 
was different from all of her family. This has made a difference 
all of her life as the Israelis have made it more and more 
difficult for people who have green West Bank IDs to go to 
Jerusalem – they have to apply for military permission before 
they can visit the town, its hospitals, its important mosque or 
(in Fathiya’s case) to see her family. Fathiya’s daughter Dalia also has a green ID 

and for many years before this photo – taken 
on the day that she managed to get military 
permission to enter Jerusalem – she could not 
visit her grandmother or see the city that is so 
important to all of them.
When Dalia was 10 or 11, the Israelis started to 
build a big wall (the Separation Wall) through 
the edge of Abu Dis making it really hard for 
people in the West Bank to get into Jerusalem 
which used to be the centre of their lives.



This is a picture of Fathiya and her grandchildren who live in 
Abu Dis in the Jerusalem suburb and also in Sabastiya, a village 
near Nablus. She says the Israeli occupation has an effect on 
her grandchildren’s childhood – they are so scared when the 
streets fill with teargas or when the village is closed by the 
Israeli soldiers so settlers can come into Sabastiya.  It is hard 
for them and their families to travel across the West Bank – it 
is full of Israeli settlements and military checkpoints and the 
Palestinians are often held up for hours if a checkpoint is 
closed.

Here, many of Fathiya’s family are together – they 
are so excited if they can get together despite the 
Separation Wall, the checkpoints and the ID rules. 

Fathiya says every family is particularly worried 
about boys while they are growing up because 
school-age boys are often stopped and beaten by 
the Israeli army and sometimes taken to prison. 
Luckily no-one in her family is in prison at the 
moment and all of her family are safe and well.













Human rights 
issues



Growing up in Soweto, I thought 
that was the worst situation ever, 

but now I see that Palestinians 
have it even worse.  

Israel is liberal, 
progressive, 

the only 
democracy in 

the Middle East

It is 
antisemitic to 

call Israel 
apartheid

Supporters of the 
state of Israel say



The Palestinians have been 
saying this for many years 
of course.  
More recently, respected 
human rights organisations 
like Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International, 
B’tselem (an Israeli human 
rights organisation) are 
saying the same thing.



This has 
happened in 
other places 
in the world

How do you 
think the 

dispossessed 
feel?

Can you think 
of anywhere 

else?



In Israel-Palestine, 
apartheid means 
• Deep racism
• Many deaths and woundings
• Impunity for the soldiers 
• and settlers
• Imprisonment
• Human rights abuses
• Confinement of people

in their villages/ towns 
• Separated families
• Messed-up economy
• Farmers lose land
• Workers lose jobs
• State violence in schools
• Many not allowed back to their own country
• Pressures on people to leave
• Misery for millions

• If everyone’s human 
rights were 
respected, how 
would it be?

• The situation has 
always changed –
Change is possible. 

• What can young 
people do to help?



Now…
• Do you know where Palestine is on the map?
• What is its capital?
• What is its language?
• Something it is famous for?
• Do you know where Israel is on the map?
• What is the problem that occasionally hits 

the news?
• What you can do if you want to help?

If this interests you, would you like to…..


