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August was a very difficult month in Abu Dis. In addition to ‘quieter,’ regular violations – the 
cooping up of a whole population in a small area, the divisions of families, the movement 
restrictions both physical (the Wall) and administrative (IDs, ‘permissions’ and denial of 
permission), there were some very dramatic events which led to huge protests, marches, 
demonstrations, general strikes.  

During this month, people in Abu Dis 
were very concerned about the people 
in prison and particularly those on 
administrative detention who were on 
hunger strike.  By the beginning of this 
month, Huthaifa Badr had been on 
hunger strike for a month, and worry 
increased as his strike headed for two 
months by the end. This is a picture of 
his mother who also refused to eat. 

Huthaifa was joined in his strike about 
three weeks later by Ismail Khalaf. 

The Eid was on 11th August. This is usually a time of celebration and family visits, but this year 
Israeli settlers went to Al Aqsa mosque and there were closures all round Jerusalem and some 
planned activities were closed by soldiers. 

In the middle of the month there was a real tragedy for two families in next-door Aizariyeh 
which affected people in Abu Dis very much as well.  A 14-year-old boy was killed by Israeli 
soldiers in Jerusalem and his 15-year-old friend was wounded so badly that there were rumours 
that he had died. Video footage of the day they were shot in Jerusalem apparently shows that 
they were carrying knives, but this didn’t explain the fact that he was killed by soldiers with 
machine gun fire to take the knife from him. This was more than a family tragedy because the 
dynamic that killed this boy and badly injured his friend threatens everyone. Fears for all of the 
children as the occupation is choking their opportunities and hope, and fury at the apartheid 
confinement of everyone filled the streets with demonstrations and brought army tear gas and 
further injuries from bullets.   

 



Across the West Bank and Gaza, twelve people were killed by Israeli army fire including a child.  

Ten were from Gaza. 450 people were arrested during August. 25 Palestinian houses and 

structures (some of them still being built) were destroyed by Israel during August.   

In Abu Dis… 

Thursday 1st August At 5pm Abu Dis local people had a protest stand in solidarity with Huthaifa 

Badr who had been on hunger strike in prison since 1st July. They then marched up the high 

street and near the military camp, the Israeli army threw sound grenades and tear gas at the 

marchers to stop them. 

Friday 2nd August, Following Friday prayer, the Israeli 

army put a checkpoint near the crossroads to the 

military camp. They stopped people who were coming 

back from the two mosques on the west side of Abu 

Dis. Clashes started – According to the Red Crescent, 

three young people were wounded and treated in an 

ambulance that they brought to the spot. 

Monday 5th August  In the early evening, local people 

had a protest stand outside the prisoners’ solidarity 

tent and a march towards the university. The Israeli 

army threw tear gas at the protestors from the other side of the wall that spread into houses in 

that area and into the University. 

Friday 9th August Again there was an early-evening protest near the solidarity tent in solidarity 

with hunger-strikers Huthaifa and Ismail. The Israeli army threw tear gas and shot rubber 

bullets. Clashes continued till late in the night. 

Saturday 10thAugust There was an early-evening 

protest near the youth club in solidarity with hunger-

strikers Huthaifa and Ismail. The protestors walked 

up towards the west side of Abu Dis. Israeli army 

threw tear gas and shot rubber bullets. Clashes 

continued till late in the night. 

Sunday 11th August Today was the Eid day.  On this 

day, Palestinians try to visit their relatives and also to 

go to the mosque to pray. On this Eid day, the Israeli 

army closed checkpoints at Container and Azzaituneh 



and put extra checkpoints around the area. Israeli settlers invaded the Al Aqsa Mosque and 

soldiers in hundreds went in to support them. Palestinians tried to go and pray and several 

were injured– the news spread across the whole area– it was particularly appalling that this 

happened on the Eid day. 

Tuesday 13th August The Israeli army closed the Container checkpoint between Abu Dis and 

Bethlehem, for the whole day. This was the second Eid day – not much work but a lot of family 

visits – and the Container checkpoint is at a key point on the north-south road that links the 

West Bank.     

Wednesday 14th August  In the morning, problems continued at Container checkpoint. There 

was some movement but hundreds of cars were stopped and searched and traffic movement 

was very slow. 

Thursday 15thAugust News came that two boys from Aizariya (the 

town next to Abu Dis), Naseem Abu Roumi (14) and Mohammed Al-

Sheikh (16) had been killed by Israeli soldiers at Bab al-Silisileh, near 

the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. A guard from Al Aqsa Mosque 

had also been shot in the feet. The news led to dramatic 

demonstrations in the whole area – there were clashes, tear gas 

and soldiers everywhere all day and the following night.  Later the 

fathers of the boys were contacted by the Israelis and asked to go to 

the Civil Department and asked questions for several hours.   

Then video from the area was released, showing that the boys had 

threatened a soldier or soldiers with knives. However the local 

community believed that they could have been disarmed not killed. 

It also turned out that Mohammed had been seriously wounded but 

not killed. He was taken to hospital and kept there under guard. His family were not. [Until time 

of writing (mid-September), Naseem’s body has not been returned, and Mohammed’s family 

have not been given news of his progress or allowed to see him.] 

Friday 16th August There was a general strike in 

the whole area in protest about what had 

happened. Clashes continued overnight and into 

the next day and thirty-three people in the area 

were wounded including a member of staff of the 

Red Crescent who received a rubber bullet 

directly in his head. He and nineteen others (who 

mainly had wounds to their lower bodies with 



live ammunition) were sent to hospital. 

Saturday 17th August. A general strike and clashes 

continued today also. The army put checkpoints 

around the area of Abu Dis, Sawahreh and Aizariyeh 

and took cars with Jerusalem plates, demanding 

fines from the drivers. 

Sunday 18th August.    A car of people dressed as 

Palestinian civilians came into Aizariya and proved 

to be Israeli army: they took three young people: 

Amir Shteiweh (15). Mohammed Eriqat (15), 

Shawkad al-Sheikh (15) ( the half-brother of Mohammed al-Sheikh). 

Monday 19th August There were two 

protest marches that went to Zeituneh 

terminal, one from from Abu Dis 

demanding the freedom of the hunger 

strikers Huthaifa and Ismail, and one 

from Aizariyeh demanding the release 

of the dead body of Naseem Abu Roumi. 

At the point that the two marches met, 

the Israeli army met and threw heavy 

tear gas and began to shoot with rubber 

bullets. 

Tuesday 20th August. At around midnight, the Israeli army invaded the solidarity tent for the 

hunger strikers in Abu Dis, lighting the area with flares, 

and shot live ammunition in the area – this must have 

been to terrify people as there was no one around. 

Young people left their houses and clashes started in 

the middle of the night 

Wednesday 21st August–There was a general strike in 

Abu Dis in solidarity with Huthaifa whose condition was 

very bad. The streets of Abu Dis were unusually empty 

as shown in the photographs. There were many 

activities in the tent – ex-hunger strikers were among 

those who came to express solidarity with Huthaifa and 



encourage his family. 

Friday 23rd August The midday prayer was held in 

the solidarity tent for the hunger strikers. After 

this there was a protest march (which did not 

incur shooting or injuries). 

At the same time, there was another march 

towards Zeituneh terminal to ask for Naseem Abu 

Roumi’s body to be returned. They were stopped by the army and no one talked to them about 

this. 

Sunday 25th August There was a march in solidarity with Huthaifa. Near the military camp, this 

was stopped by the army who threw tear gas and shot rubber bullets. 

Monday 26th August. Around 3 in the morning, the house and shop of Salah al-Bow in Abu Dis 

were invaded by soldiers and searched in detail – and he was arrested. 

Thursday 29thAugust  In the evening there were 

demos in support of Huthaifaand the army 

responded with tear gas and rubber bullets. 

Friday 30th August.In the afternoon after Friday 

prayer there were demos in support of Huthaifa 

and the army responded with tear gas and rubber 

bullets. Five young people were hurt and treated 

by the Red Crescent. 
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