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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 

Abu Dis Human Rights report  

A month in Abu Dis, August 2017 

 

This month the human rights violations that regularly 

affect all the people of the town living under military 

occupation continued as they usually do. Many of 

these are less dramatic than those listed here – 

divided families, movement restrictions etc which, 

even though quiet, make a big difference to people’s 

lives. The events listed this month show how the 

military presence has become normal for everyone, a 

grim background that each Friday produce 

demonstrations with tear gas, shooting and 

woundings – and arrests and imprisonment.   

This month, a report by a parent (see box) shows the 

difficulty and tedium of prison visits which is also a 

reference to the repeated Israeli policy – in so many 

situations – of humiliating Palestinians by wasting 

their time and making them wait for many hours. 

The Israeli pressures on the local Bedouin continued in their efforts to take over the areas 

east of Abu Dis for the E1 project, a plan refused several times by the international 

community because it threatens to cut the West Bank in half and end any hope of a 

Palestinian state, which has 

been the accepted future 

international option. 

Across Palestine this 

month, 

Two young people were 

killed by the Israeli army and 

settlers. One was a youth of 

17, and another was a girl of 

eight who was killed by a 

settler hit-and-run driver – 

something that the 

Palestinians think is 

happening more and more 
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and is not an accident.  

Israel arrested 522 Palestinians this month, 

including 130 under 180. 194 of them were 

from Jerusalem. The July report showed how 

important Jerusalem is at the moment. This 

month, the radical right wing members of the 

Knesset made a visit to Al Aqsa – so 

contentious a year previously that it had not 

been allowed a year previously. Meanwhile 15 

people from Jerusalem were given orders 

stopping them entering Al Aqsa.   

The attempt to change the situation in 

Jerusalem was also shown by school children 

not being allowed to enter a school near Bab 

al-Isbat were not allowed to enter their school 

because they had with them Palestinian school 

books, and (separately) teachers were not 

allowed to come into the Old City – they were 

accused of incitement for carrying these books. 

In Abu Dis this month: 

Friday 4th August Following the Friday prayer, 

there was a demonstration against the army in 

Abu Dis.The Israeli army put up a checkpoint 

on the crossroads to the military camp and 

Visiting my son in prison - 1 

Nabil Jaffal, a teacher from Abu Dis, 

described his first visit to see his son 

in Ofer Jail, and the first time he had 

visited a prison. His son had been 

arrested three months previously and 

Nabil had applied to visit him – it had 

taken three months for the permission 

to come. The permission had a date 

on it.  

When the day came, he found it very 

long, complicated and humiliating – 

although Ofer Jail is next to Ramallah 

and not far from Abu Dis. He was able 

to drive to Ofer,and enter the jail. Then 

he had to go through four stages 

before he reached his son.  

Everyone who had got permission to 

visit had to be there in the morning, 

and if anyone came late, they had no 

right to enter. Once they had gone in 

to the first gate, they were not allowed 

to go out until every visitor had 

finished. This meant that although 

they would eventually get 45 minutes 

with their imprisoned relative, they 

would be at the prison for a whole 

day. 

After the first gate they were in an 

outside (uncovered) yard.When 

everyone had got in through the first 

gate, they had to wait. The Israelis 

called people out by family names. 

The weather in August is very hot in 

Palestine and there was no way to 

keep out of the sun. Every so often, a 

group could go to the second gate and 

the others had to wait. When a group 

had finished, they came out here 

again and had to wait for the whole lot 

to finish before they left.  
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used tear gas and rubber bullet. There 

were clashes until late in the evening. 

According to the Red Crescent, five young 

boys were injured with rubber bullets.  

Sunday 6th August In the early hours of 

the morning, the Israeli army and intelli 

gence officer invaded the houses of Thair 

Rabee (25) and Mohammed 

Awwad(around 15, in the 10th grade in Abu 

Dis Boys’ School).  Both of them were 

given military orders t to go to al-Zaytouneh 

terminal the following day to meet the 

intelligence officer. The next day they went, 

waited till 4pm and then were told to leave 

without meeting the intelligence officer. 

 

Monday 7th August There was a 

demonstration next to the Wall in 

Kubsa. The army came to the 

place from the other side of the 

Wall and threw tear gas over the 

Wall. Soldiers came from the 

military camp and started to throw 

tear gas and shoot rubber 

bullets.According to the Red 

Crescent, twenty-five young boys 

Visiting my son in prison - 2 

 At the second gate, they were 

searched and taken through 

security into a room with metal 

lockers that opened with coins. 

Here, you had to put every 

single thing out of your 

pockets. Everything had to be 

locked inside. Then you could 

go to the third gate.  

Here, there was again a 

security check, an electronic 

door, and when you passed 

through. T the third gate, they 

found that Nabil had a piece of 

paper in his pocket and and the 

whole group was made to wait 

for him while he went back to 

put it in his locker. But, back in 

the second room, he 

discovered that he needed 

another coin to use the locker 

again and he didn’t have one. 

He couldn’t get through the 

third gate to tell the group and 

he couldn’t go back to the first 

gate and he couldn’t talk to a 

human being – there were only 

glass screens and for a long 

time no way to get help.  
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were wounded with rubber bullets.  

Tuesday 8th August  In the early 

hours of the morning, the Israeli army 

and intelligence officer invaded the 

houses of Thai rRabee and 

Mohammed Awwad again.Both of them 

were arrested and taken to the military 

camp and later to the police station in 

Maale Adumim and then to Ofer jail. 

Wednesday 9th August An Israeli 

military court sentenced an Abu Dis 

school boy, Amjad Mohammad Rabee 

(around 15, in the 10th grade in Abu Dis 

Boys’ School) to ten months in prison 

and fine of 2000 shekels. (Amjad was 

one of the young members of the Dar 

Assadaqa twinning club before his 

arrest in April 2017).  

Thursday 10th August The Israeli army closed the Container checkpoint on the main 

 road south of Abu Dis to Bethlehem, from 8am in the morning until 4pm – in other words, for 

the whole work day, causing huge problems for people. This effectively cut the West Bank 

into two, as this road is the main north-south link. 

Friday 11th August Following the Friday prayer, there was a demonstration against the 

army in Abu Dis.The Israeli army put up a checkpoint on the crossroads to the military camp 

and used tear gas and rubber bullets. According to the Red Crescent, a number of young 

people had to be 

treated from inhalation 

of tear gas. 

Saturday 12th August 

After the middle of the 

night, the army came 

into Abu Dis and 

stopped next to the 

Youth Club. There was 

heavy shooting. Next 

morning, people 

discovered that the 

army had left a lot of 

leaflets there for people 

to see, written in 

Arabic. These leaflets 

were warning people to 

stop joining demonstrations, and to parents, asking them to keep their children away from 

Visiting my son in prison - 3 

Finally he managed to communicate to 

a guard through the glass screen. Nabil 

said he was happy to get rid of the bit of 

paper but this was not acceptable 

either, he had to lock it in the locker. 

The guard himself went into the first 

room and asked the other Palestinian 

visitors for 5 shekels to give to Nabil so 

he could lock the paper into his locker. 

He managed to hold everyone up for an 

hour – his small group who waited in 

the third room and the bigger group 

who were still waiting in the first room. 
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. Visiting my son in prison - 4 

  When he went back to his group 

in the third room, they headed for 

the fourth gate so they could see 

their imprisoned relatives. First, 

they had to stand in a scanning 

machine. Once through, in the 

fourth room, they found that there 

is a corridor. Guards stand behind 

the visitors, and the visitors see 

their prisoners on the other side 

of glass. They can see each other 

but the only way they can speak is 

through a telephone. This difficult 

situation is an improvement over a 

previous one where the guards 

used to stand in between the 

prisoners and their visitors, so 

people had to shout to each other. 

They were allowed forty-five 

minutes with their prisoners and 

then had to go back through all of 

the gates until in the first 

courtyard where they waited till 

everyone had finished. Ofer had 

hundreds of prisoners and it 

seemed that there were hundreds 

of visitors. Eventually, Nabil, who 

had left home at five in the 

morning to be at Ofer at 7am, left 

Ofer around 5pm and was home at 

7pm – all the while remembering 

that families of prisoners who had 

been taken to jails inside Israel 

had massively longer journeys 

and longer days and even more 

stops for even more checks. 

 

the PFLP (party) which the Israelis said were 

troublemakers spreading hate among the 

citizens. 

Monday 14th August  

In the early hours of the morning, the Israeli 

army and intelligence officer invaded several 

houses in Abu Dis including the houses of 

Yusuf Kashoor’s mother and his brothers. 

Yusuf had been killed in a demonstration in 

July. His mother and brothers were given an 

order to go to Az Zaytouneh terminal to meet 

with the intelligence officer the next morning. 

Wednesday 16th August  In the early hours of 

the morning, the Israeli army and intelligence 

officer invaded the houses of Mohammed 

Saleh Mohsen – an ex-prisoner who had spent 

14 years inside Israeli jails, Ra’id Rabiyeh, a 

local council member and also an ex-prisoner 

who had spent 9 years inside Israeli jails, 

Huthaifa Bader and Anas Abu Hilal, also ex-

prisoners who had each spent 6 years inside. 

The army took police dogs into the houses, 

searched the houses, destroyed some of their 

belongings and arrested them all, taking them 

to Maale Adumim police station. Their families 

went to ask about them the next day and were 

told that all four of them had been given 

administrative detention (imprisonment without 

trial) for between 4 and 6 months each. 

Sunday 20th August An Israeli general in 

charge of East Jerusalem Civil Department 
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went to Khan al-Ahmar Bedouin village near Abu Dis, one of the Bedouin villages which 

Israel wants to evacuate in order to go ahead with the E1 settlement project*. Although on 

this same day, the Israeli high court gave an order to stop the house demolition in the village 

until the 3rd September, the general threatened the villagers that Israeli would destroy their 

houses. The villagers went to their lawyer Shlomo Laker and asked him to make sure that 

the court decision was sent to the Israeli Civil Department. 

Monday 21st August The Israelis destroyed a kindergarten at Jabal al-Baba Bedouin 
village (on a hill north-east of Abu Dis). They also cut the electricity and water lines to the 
village. Jabal al-Baba has around 50 houses, most of which have been destroyed by the 
army at least once, and people have rebuilt them. The kindergarten building had been a 
donation from the European Union and provided nursery education for 25 children. The 
Israelis ordered everyone in the village to stay in their houses, and destroyed the 
kindergarten building. When the army had gone, the villagers put up a tent to house the 
kindergarten. 
 

Wednesday 23rd August Four 
Palestinian workers who were working 
in a building next to the military camp 
in Abu Dis were taken by the Israeli 
army and beaten on the street. They 
were then taken inside the military 
camp. They were held for four hours 
and beaten again. When released, 
they told people that they were given 
no reason for this treatment except 
that the soldiers said that they were 
looking at the military camp. 
 
Friday 25th August There was a 
demonstration in Kubsa (between Abu 
Dis and Aizariyeh) during the prayer. 

The army attacked the demonstration with tear gas, rubber bullets and live ammunition. 
Clashes lasted till late in the evening. The army threw tear gas across the area, reaching 
houses all over Kubsa and Ar Ras neighbourhoods. Seven young people were wounded 
including one with live ammunition – He was taken to Jericho Hospital for urgent treatment – 
and was walking with the help of a stick for a long time. 
 
Sunday 27th August In the early hours of the morning, the Israeli army and intelligence 
officer invaded several houses in Abu Dis including the house of Imad Ayyad, near the New 
Generation School. They arrested his son Mohammad (15).  
 
The same night the army went to the houses of Mohannad Halibiyeh (19) and Mahmoud 
Othman Halabiyeh (in his final year at Abu Dis Boys’ School). The army searched the 
houses and gave these two orders to go to Az Zeitouneh terminal to meet the intelligence 
officer. When they went to the terminal, they were both arrested and taken to Ofer Jail. 
 
Wednesday 30th August In the early hours of the morning, the Israeli army and intelligence 
officer invaded the house of Talal Eriqat, arrested his son Mohammed (in his final year at 
Abu Dis Boys’ School). While the army were in town, boys started to throw stones at them 
and the army shot tear gas and live ammunition towards them. The tear gas filled houses in 
the whole area. There was shooting in the area until 8 in the morning.  


