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During May 2019, the people in Abu Dis and 

Palestine continued to suffer the human rights 

violations that have now become routine – and 

more . 

Again this month, people’s lives were interrupted by 

movement restrictions, separation from family 

members, economic and environmental problems.  

People are becoming accustomed to violence from the 

Israeli army that every month leaves a number of boys 

(usually) injured, families, including those with babies, 

suffering from tear gas, and sees a number of people 

violently arrested or returned home suffering from 

their time in jail and their families suffering from fines of thousands of shekels. 

May is the anniversary of the Nakba, which 
drove hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
from their land just before the declaration of 
the state of Israel. Before that, the area was 
all Palestine, although in 1947, the UN issued 
a partition plan (which would have put Abu 
Dis, with Jerusalem, into an international area 
– this didn’t happen). 

Figures produced this month by the 
Palestinian News and Information Agency 
suggests that there are now nine times as 
many Palestinians (in and out of Palestine) as 
there were at the time of Nakbeh – though it 
must be hard to establish with any accuracy 
especially for the refugee communities 
abroad.  

It also says that since the Nakbeh, and as a 
result, there have been more than 100,000 
Palestinian people killed by Israel.  

. 

 



This month (6th May), Ramadan started, and at this point Israel launchedan attack on Gazathat killed 31 

people. 

This was followed by a closure of the West Bank for 

four days because of the Israeli national day. This 

restricted normal movement for Palestinians.  Israel 

made it difficult for people to get to Jerusalem 

during Ramadan – when people particularly wanted 

to go and pray in Al Aqsa. 

The Israeli government greeted a map signed by the 

US president which includes the Golan Heights as if 

part of Israel (that part of Syria was occupied in 

1967), but this month delayed plans to 

annexe the West Bank (talked about last 

month) and the demolition of Khan al-

Ahmar Bedouin village – part of the E1 

settlement project - until the new Israeli 

government was formed, which will now 

need another election. (Picture shows a 

settler looking at Maale Adumim settlement from Jabal al-Baba area) 

Movement restrictions related 

to Ramadan 

In recent years, Israel has offered special 

‘permissions’ to some West Bankers to go 

to Jerusalem during Ramadan – a dramatic 

change from other times of year, that 

sometimes have been seen as linked to 

creating markets for the Israeli malls in 

Jerusalem. These ‘permissions’ have 

allowed some to go and they are glad of the opportunity, but this chance is not available to all. The giant 



terminals in the Wall are often closed by Israel when people want to use them – for the first four days of 

Ramadan, later in the evening after the iftar meal, for example. 

  

 

The experience of going is humiliating: 

the capacity of the three main 

terminals available does not match the 

number given permission to go into 

Jerusalem, but the crowds are 

appalling. There are huge waits and 

huge queues for the steel turnstiles 

where people are bossed around in a 

language that is not their own. 

Israel often divides Palestinians by age. Near the terminal closest to Abu Dis, there are three gates. 

Typically young people are turned back at the first gate and others go on to the second and third. This 

happens at all the terminals, andleaves some young people very keen to get to Jerusalem to try and find 

ways round or climb the Wall.  

This led to a tragedy on 31st May when Abdullah Ghaith from Hebron (15) was shot through the heart 

by an Israeli soldier in the attempt to go to Al Aqsa and pray. 

 

The first Friday of Ramadan saw thousands of 

Palestinians eager to get through the 

checkpoints on the Wall - a chance to see the 

Al Aqsa, Jerusalem or even the sea (so near 

and yet so far for the people of the West 

Bank). Good luck to them. This brings into 

focus how trapped they are - they have to get 

'permission' in advance from an occupying 

power to go to their capital city! While 

freedom of movement inside your own 

country is a human right. 

The last Friday of Ramadan again saw 
thousands of Palestinians eager to get through 
the checkpoints on the Wall – and young 
people in particular denied that right.There 
was a tragedy on 31st May when Abdullah 
Ghaith from Hebron (15) tried to get over the 
Wall to get into Jerusalemand was shot 
through the heart and killedby an Israeli 
soldier, as he attempted to go to Al Aqsa and 
pray. 

 



Across Palestine this month 

During May 2019, thirty-six Palestinians were shot and killed by the Israeli army. Thirty-one of them 

were killed during the attack on Gaza at the beginning of Ramadan. Three were shot during 

demonstrations part of the Great Return March which has been going on for over a year. Two were shot 

in Jerusalem. 

 

This month, 350 people were newly arrested from the 

West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza. 43 of them were 

children and 6 were women. 

 

The Israeli municipality of Jerusalem issued 

permission for new settlement units for Israelis to be 

built in and around Jerusalem -941 housing units; 

while on the other hand, 20 Palestinian buildings in 

the West Bank were knocked down: 9 houses and 11 

sheds and storehouses.These were all over Jerusalem 

and the West Bank. The Israelis gave orders to stop 

building in relation to 27 houses and structures, again 

all over the West Bank. 

 

This is a very hot time of year in Palestine, and the 

issue of fire is serious. B’tselem took video of Israeli 

settlers setting fire to olive trees in two villages in the 

north of the West Bank. One village in the Jordan 

Valley was completely evacuated for twelve days in 

order to allow Israeli military training in the area. 

 

In Abu Dis this month: 

Wednesday 1st May. The Israeli army put up a checkpoint at the crossroads to the military camp at the 

time in the middle of the day when schools finished. Some boys threw stones at the army – the army 

Cars and number plates The report this 

month shows a number of confiscations 

of cars by the Israeli military. Since 1967, 

the system that divided territories was 

not only the colour of IDs for people but 

also for cars. Palestinians from the West 

Bank are not allowed to drive Israeli-

registered cars. At the same time, Israelis 

(including insurance companies) find it 

useful to sell old cars from Israel to the 

West Bank, which people buy Israel 

because they are relatively cheap. could 

stop this trade at base if they wanted to, 

as there is no way of bringing them to the 

West Bank except through their 

checkpoints - but they tolerate it on the 

whole – however at times stopping and 

confiscating the cars from the new 

owners.  

 

 



brought in extra jeeps and chased the boys back into the University Street, which was crowded with 

school children. The army went up to the main gate of the University, and threw tear gas around the 

area. They stayed about an hour. 

Thursday 2nd May. In the afternoon, the Israeli army came 

into Abu Dis and there was a demonstration. The army shot 

tear gas and rubber bullets, and also brought in vehicles to 

spray sewage-smelling waters around the middle of town. 

The Red Crescent reports that five people were wounded by 

rubber bullets. 

Friday 3rd May. After prayers, there was a demonstration 

from the University Mosque. The Israeli army came and shot 

at demonstrators. Six people were wounded with rubber 

bullets and one (a child of 15) with live ammunition. Clashes 

continued into the evening. 

Saturday 4th May. At around 2 in the morning, the Israeli 

army and intelligence office went into Abu Dis Garden in 

Wad al-Jheer, put the owner and his sons who live there, 

into one room next to the cafeteria, and searched the place 

over three hours. They destroyed some of their belongings. 

They removed five cars from the street outside and left. 

Sunday 5th May. There were big Israeli attacks on Gaza and 

people were being killed. There was a protest picket near the 

Youth Club and a march going up to Kubsa. Their way was 

cut by soldiers on the crossroads to the military camp who 

began to shoot tear gas. There were then clashes with young 

people which continued for hours; the army used tear gas 

and the sewage-spray machine referred to above. 

Monday 6th May. There was a closure of the West Bank from 

today for four days. The Israeli army blocked some local cars 

in to a car park at the terminal and they stayed there for 

several days. 

Thursday 9th May. The Israeli army put a flying checkpoint on 

the road to Abu Dis through Wad al-Jheer from middle of 

Aizariyeh, starting around 5pm for about two and a half hours. Local people said that the Israeli army 

took more than ten cars away at this checkpoint. 

5th May 2019 – Displays of Israeli 

military might in the skies above 

Abu Dis this morning - many 

helicopters circling the skies with 

clearly-visible rockets attached. 

Following the violence in Gaza in 

the last few days - 31 people killed 

including babies and pregnant 

women, buildings destroyed 

including a cultural centre, a news 

agency, housing - our friends 

answering us, "All right? No we 

are not all right...we are by chance 

alive...we will not get used to the 

shells and the bombing and the 

fear..." - there is now a ceasefire. 

So the helicopters are probably 

linked to the Israeli national day 

which is coming soon.  

And the Israelis are punishing the 

Palestinians while they celebrate. 

They have declared a complete 

"closure." This means that even 

when people from the West Bank 

have permits to go to Jerusalem, 

they are not being honoured. And 

here at Azzaytona terminal, the 

Israelis have shut the car park by 

blocking in and trapping the cars 

that are already there. 

Apartheid in movement. Israelis 

control the skies and Palestinians 

are not to move, even on the 

ground. 

 



Friday 10th May. This was the first Friday in Ramadan and the issue of access to Jerusalem – and Israel 

blocking access (see above) was of great importance to people in Abu Dis. (Picture shows thousands of 

people praying in Al Aqsa) 

Tuesday 14th May. In the early hours of 

the morning, the Israeli army invaded the 

house of Khaldoon Salah, near the Al 

Quds University. They searched the house 

and arrested his son, Mahmoud, who is a 

university student in the second year. 

Wednesday 15th May. The Israeli army 

put a checkpoint near the Al Quds 

University and here they stopped cars and 

took four cars away. 

Thursday 16th May. Mohammed Jaffal (now 19) was released after two years in prison. (Mohammed 

was one of the boys who came on a CADFA visit to Britain in 2012) 

Friday 17th May.  Once again the issue of Jerusalem in Ramadan was important. Israel’s Wall, pass 

system and terminals held up thousands of people for long hours and prevented young people from 

going into the city. Some of them climbed the Wall in order to get to Al Aqsa Mosque. 

Saturday 18th May. Organisations and representatives of local community had a march from Abu Dis 

youth club up the main road, in solidarity with prisoners who were protesting against new rules and 

procedures in the Naqab jail in the desert which were interfering with communication with the outside 

world. The army shot tear gas and rubber bullets – no one reported hurt today. 

Sunday 19th May. Early in the morning, at around 6am, the army put a checkpoint near the university. 

Some school children threw stones and the army threw tear gas. The local fire service were called out as 

tear gas cannisters had started a fire inside the University (the weather is very hot and grass very dry). 

The army stopped and searched them, delayed their access to the university. There was no damage to 

the buildings but they lost some of their trees. 

Monday 20th May. Ahmed Adil Salah was released after six months – Mahmoud Nafiz Jaffal after twelve 

months. Each of them had to pay 5000 NIS to the Israeli authorities. 

Saturday 25th May. There was heavy guns hooting and tear gas near the Israeli military camp, reaching 

Ar Ras neighbourhood, in the middle of the night. Local people could not see any reason for this as the 

town was quiet. 

Wednesday 29th May. There were Israeli military jeeps driving through Abu Dis old town at the time of 

Morning Prayer. They went into houses rented out for university students. While the army was leaving 

the town, they shot tear gas near the University crossroads. 



Friday 31st May.Once again the issue of Jerusalem in Ramadan was 

important. Israel’s Wall, pass system and terminals held up thousands of 

people for long hours and prevented young people from going into the 

city. Some of them climbed the Wall in order to get to Al Aqsa Mosque. 

One of these young men, Abdullah Ghaith, was shot and killed by Israeli 

soldiers when on his way to the Mosque. 

(picture shows people walking in Abu Dis after the morning prayer and 

wheels of a military jeep behind them, showing that the Israeli army is 

always in the background) 

 


