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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 

Abu Dis Human Rights report  

A month in Abu Dis, September 2017 

 
This month the human 
rights violations against 
people in Abu Dis and 
Palestine continued in a 
way that has become 
routine. People are trying 
to get on with their lives in 
a normal way but their 
lives are systematically 
interrupted by movement 
restrictions, separation from family members, economic and environmental problems as well 
as more dramatic and violent events.   People in Abu Dis were aware of the violent context 
across the West Bank more widely: two people 
were killed by the army in this month, of whom 
one was a prisoner, shot by the army in 
Deheisheh Camp, then imprisoned and later 
reported dead. There were a high number of 
arrests by the Israeli army in the West Bank this 
month: over 400 Palestinians were arrested in 
September. 
 
This month in Abu Dis, the pressures on boys in 
particular and on their school education – which 
we have reported all year – were again frequent 
and shocking. A home in nearby Azzayem was 
destroyed by the Israeli army and the Israelis 
took further steps to move the Bedouin and 
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extend the settlements in the “E1 area”. 

 
Wednesday 6th September: In the evening, Israeli special forces (an Israeli undercover 
force) invaded Abu Dis. This means that they were Israeli soldiers but dressed as 
Palestinian civilians.  Six of them came in a Palestinian Ford Transit so it looked as if they 
were local people. Once at the crossroads to the University, inside Abu Dis, they got out of 
the van and went into a shop selling mobiles where they found four young people, arrested 
three of them (Raad Younes al-Araj, the shopkeeper and Diaa Ibrahim and Laith Zaatreh, 
two customers) and the fourth – another customer - (Rami Badr) escaped from the shop. 
Later he told people in Abu Dis that he saw guns and got out of the way fast, not sure what 
was the problem. However, when he left the shop, a military jeep (presumably from the 
Israeli military camp in Abu Dis) chased him and he was shot at in the middle of the street. 
He stopped and was arrested. The undercover soldiers brought the other three out of the 
shop and all four of them were beaten in the street. The army surrounded them. The street 
was full of people as this is right in the middle of Abu Dis – the army shot tear gas which 
created chaos, shops closing, people running everywhere. The four people were taken to 
jail. 
 
Thursday 7th September. Early in the morning, around 4am, a unit of Israeli special forces 
invaded a petrol station in the middle of Abu Dis, and arrested Johar Nasr Johar who was 
working there.  
 
On the same day, early in the morning, 
the Israeli army was at Abu Dis Boys’ 
School early in the morning and before 
school started, shot tear gas towards 
the schools and the nearby Al Quds 
University.  During the past year, we 
have discussed the issue of the army 
around the schools several times in 
our reports and have noted how the 
boys’ parents have organised to be 
there early in the mornings to try to get 
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their sons safely into school. The parents were particularly worried about Thursdays which 
they had noticed were often a flash point. However, by the end of the last school year, the 
parents felt that their presence had helped and that things seemed to have calmed down.  
(Please see our campaign information dated May 2017 ‘Take the army from the schools’ 
and the model letter to MPs that we asked members to use in September 2017). 
 
However, the 7th September and this was the first Thursday of the new year.  Again, the 
army threw tear gas into the school and the boys did not manage to get into school- so 
losing a day of their education. 
 
Friday 8th September. There was as usual a march after the Friday prayer - a peaceful 
protestagainst the occupation - that led from Kubsah (the commercial area of Abu Dis/ 
Aizariyeh) into Abu Dis.  At the 
crossroads to the military camp in 
Abu Dis, the Israeli army cut the 
street near the military camp and 
fired tear gas, sound bombs and 
rubber bullets. They chased boys 
intothe Al Ras neighbourhood.  
When this happens, whole areas 
of the town fill with tear gas, and 
it becomes impossible for 
hundreds of people to open their 
windows or go out – though Friday is the weekend in Palestine and this is normally a social 
day. 
 
Sunday 10th September. The 
Israeli army jeeps came to the 
area next to the schools and the 
Al Quds University, set up road 
closures and waited for the 
children with tear gas and sound 
bombs. This day again the 
schools did not work. 
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On the same day, around midday, Jabal al-Baba, a Bedouin village on a local hill, was 
invaded by the Israeli army, who prevented people from doing repairs on the road that they 
depend on. They confiscated four cars and, with their bulldozer, cut the main pipe that is 
supplying the village with water. 
 
Monday 11th September. The Israeli army and civil department officers invaded Jabal al-
Baba again. This time they gave demolition orders relating to three of the buildings (homes 
of three brothers) that had been donated by the European Union. 
 
Thursday 14th September. The Israelis 
put a checkpoint next to the two Abu Dis 
boys’ school – the Boys’ Schools and 
the Arab Institute – and the Al Quds 
University. They ordered the schools not 
to open. At one point, the Headteacher 
of Abu Dis Boys’ School tried to 
encourage his pupils to approach the gate to come into school and one of the soldiers hit 
him and told him to close the school. 
 

Friday 15th September. Once again, as on many 
Fridays, this was a day of tear gas for the people of 
Abu Dis right through till the evening (see Friday 
above). 
 
Monday 18th September. In Azzayem, to the north 
of 
Abu 
Dis, 
the 
Isra
elis 
dest

royed a family home. A family had 
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extended their house upwards and built a new floor on to a house that had been there 
since before 1967. The owner said that the original house included four families with twenty 
members between them, so he had sought permission to build another floor – but note that 
there is no chance for Palestinians in Area C* to get permission to build. The Israelis said 
that the first floor had not been built with permission and they came suddenly to destroy it.  
This not only destroyed the first floor but severely damaged the ground floor and the garden 
(with bulldozers). The Israeli engineer who came with the bulldozers reported that the 
ground floor (the original house) was now not suitable for human habitation. The owners will 
not be able to repair the house or even to clear the land, even where the ruins are a 
danger, without a long and extremely difficult process in the Israeli courts. 
 

Wednesday 20th September. The army also made a 
checkpoint outside the Abu Dis boys’ schools, near the main 
entry to the university, and soldiers went inside the schools. 
They shot tear gas inside the school and tear gas and rubber 
bullets around the school. Nine boys were wounded with 
rubber bullets on their way to school. Once again, the schools 
were not able to open. The university morning was disrupted 
and a whole day of schooling was lost for the boys in three 
schools.  

 
Friday 22nd September. Once again, as 
on the previous Fridays, there were 
problems in Al Ras neighbourhood and in 
Kubsah after the Friday prayer –clashes with 
young people and tear gas and shooting by 
soldiers. There were no reports today of 
people being wounded but tear gas was 
everywhere in the area right up to the old 
mosque. 
 
Saturday 23rd September. The boys’ 
school parents had a meeting about the 
renewed army presence at the schools and 
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the risks for their sons and their education. They decided to re-establish the rota of parents 
to come in the early morning to try to stand between the boys and the army.  
 
Sunday 24th September. In the early morning at around 4 am, a force of Israeli army 
invaded the town at around 4 in the morning. They went to the old part of Abu Dis and 
invaded the house of Uday al-Natsheh, a married man living with his family – and arrested 
him. They also invaded and searched the house of Mohammad Dawoud Afaneh, took away 
the computer of his son Dawoud (a professional photographer) and gave Dawoud a military 
order to go to meet the Israeli intelligence officer at the military terminal at Zeitouneh the 
following day. 
 
Monday 25th September. The Israeli army put an early-morning checkpoint again near Al 
Quds University and the schools, before the school day started. The army were creating a 
provocation. Many of the students’ parents were already there (following the meeting on 
Saturday) and tried to stand between the army and their children as they came to school, to 
make a safe route in for the students to get to school. With no clashes or any obvious 
reason, the army began to shoot tear gas towards the university and to the main street to 
the schools. 
 

The parents managed to find a 
safe way for the children to enter 
the schools and the schools 
started. At 8.30 am, the army left. 
 
Later on Monday, the Israeli co-
ordination officer sent a message 
through the Palestinian co-
ordination officer (this is a system 

sent up through the Oslo agreements) to ask the headteachers of the three boys’ schools 
to meet the Israeli officers at Al Zeitouneh terminal in order “to find solutions for the 
problems.”  The head teachers refused to go, saying that the problem was caused by the 
Israeli army who could stop it immediately if they stopped coming to the schools in the 
morning. 
 



                         CADFA: Abu Dis human rights report September 2017                                                               
7 

 

Also on Monday 25th September the Israeli government informed the Israeli High Court 
that they were about to evacuate the whole area of Khan al-Ahmar, a Bedouin area, until 
the middle of 2018. Informing the court is a method of pre-empting action in the high court 
by the Bedouin, who have been living in that area since around 1967 when their right to 
move (as traditional nomads) had become restricted. The landowners from Abu Dis and 
Aizariyeh were happy with them living there to help protect the land which Israeli settlers 
have been attempting to take for the whole of this period, and more intensely in recent 
years through the “E1” settlement plan. Israel however wants to move them out of this area 
to allow the E1 project to go ahead and has confiscated further land in order to construct 
areas of settled housing for them squashed in close to the East Jerusalem villages including 
Abu Dis. 
 
On Thursday 28th September, the 
Israeli army came again to the 
schools in the early morning, where 
the parents were already waiting. The 
army again threw tear gas and sound 
bombs into the University campus. 
The University doesn’t work on 
Thursdays so this was entirely a 
provocation for the school boys. But the parents managed to get their sons into the school. 
 

The army left but returned at 10.30 when they began 
to provoke again. This was the time of the boys’ break. 
They went close to Abu Dis Boys’ School and threw 
sound bombs near the main entrance in what seemed 
a very clear attempt to provoke the boys to respond to 
them. The Headteacher and staff took the boys straight 
into the school and thereby managed to save the 
school day. 
 
Friday 29th September. There was a peaceful march 
after prayer in memory of the second intifada which 
started on 29th September (when, in 2000, a young 
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man from Abu Dis was killed in the Al Aqsa in Jerusalem). The march went from the 
mosque in Kubsah, back into Abu Dis. The Israeli army cut its way at the crossroads to the 
military camp and began to throw tear gas at the protest; clashes started and reached 
University Street, Al Ras and Kubsah and went on for a long time into the evening. 
 


