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The human rights violations against people in Abu 

Dis and Palestine continued in August 2018 a way 

that has become routine. As can be seen from the 

pictures in this report, the Israeli military are often 

in presence within Abu Dis and military rules affect 

all parts of people’s lives. People are trying to get 

on with their lives in a normal way but their lives 

are systematically interrupted by movement 

restrictions, separation from family members, 

economic and environmental problems.   

The issue of movement is serious for Palestinians, whose lives are punctuated by 

checkpoints, Walls, requests for permissions (sometimes agreed) and frequent road 

blockages by the military. This month the confiscation of a car by the army points to the 

complex issue of car licensing (with different-colour number plates for Jerusalem and the 

West Bank) and the relation between Israel and the Palestinian economy that often lands 

unlicenced cars in the West Bank where they are often in use until stopped by the army or 

PA. 

In Abu Dis this month there was violence by the Israeli army, house invasions and arrest. 

People are becoming accustomed to violence from the Israeli army that every month leaves 

a number of boys (usually) injured, families, including those with babies, suffering from tear 

gas, and sees a number of people violently 

arrested or returned home suffering from their time 

in jail and their families suffering from fines of 

thousands of shekels. 

The pressures by Israel on Jerusalem – including 

the Al Aqsa Mosque – spilled over into trouble in 

Abu Dis. The threats to the local Bedouin villages 

continued as a nursery school was closed down (and its building materials and other 
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possessions removed) by the Israeli army. People in Abu Dis were very aware of the difficult 

situation across Palestine as a whole: 

Across Palestine this month 

 

In August 2018, fourteen Palestinians were shot 

and killed by the Israeli army. Three of them were 

under sixteen and one was a pregnant woman. 

Thirteen of them were in Gaza, where the Great 

Return March is still continuing and there were 

attacks on houses by the Israeli air force. One 

person was killed in the West Bank, and two 

were prisoners inside Israeli jails. There were reports of aggressive settler activity across the 

West Bank. Other people were wounded by the army, as this report from Abu Dis shows; not 

all of them declared themselves to clinics or ambulances out of fear.  

This month, 382 people were newly arrested from the West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza. 

Twenty-seven of them were children and five were women. 

The Israeli settlement project was moving forward fast. Seven Palestinian houses or parts of 

houses were destroyed by the Israeli military this month. Israeli settlers pushed Palestinians 

out of two homes and took them over. One of these was in Qalqilia district and the other in 

Silwan in Jerusalem: the settlers renamed this ‘Yemeni Jews’ Cultural Centre.’ The Israeli 

army gave military confiscation orders to take over282 donums of Palestinian land.  

Three new settlements and four new settlers-only roads were started in the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem. 

In Abu Dis, this month: 

 

Wednesday, 1stAugust: In the evening, Demonstrations took place on the University 

Street in Abu Dis. The Israeli military shot tear gas and rubber bullets - many injuries were 

reported.  

 

Friday, 3rd August: There was a demonstration in the middle of Abu Dis after the midday 

prayers. The Israeli army put up a checkpoint at the crossroads near the military camp, and 

shot tear gas around the area.   
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Saturday, 4th August: The Israeli military invaded Jabal Al-Baba Bedouin village near to 

Abu Dis and 

knocked down 

the nursery 

building. The 

house (a donation 

from the 

European Union) 

was made of 

steel on a 

concrete base. The army removed the steel in truck, and 

took away people’s personal belongings. Jabal Al-Baba is a 

Bedouin community built on Palestinian land some of which belongs to the Vatican – 

including the place where the nursery was built – and some to the local village, Aizariyeh. It 

is in the area of the E1 settlement plan and in February Israel gave the people an order to 

leave, as they want to extend the Israeli settlements into this area. 

 

Monday, 6th August: In the morning, 

the military arrested the 19-year-old 

student Haitham Ahmad Rabee from his 

house in Abu Dis. They also arrested an 

old man, Othman Bader, who was unwell, 

and they carried him out of his house on a 

stretcher (see picture). They did this in 

order to pressure his son Anas to present 

himself for arrest.  Anas went to the police 

station in Maale Adumim the next 

morning and was arrested. 

 

Friday, 10th August: In the early hours of the morning, the Israeli military invaded several 

houses in Abu Dis. They woke the people and searched the houses, making a great mess. 

On the same day after the Friday prayer, there were demonstrations. The Israeli military shot tear 

gas and rubber bullets. They drove a vehicle up University Street to spray sewage-smelling water 

towards the houses and the demonstrators.   
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Saturday, 11th August: In the early hours of the morning, the Israel army invaded a number of 

students’ buildings on University Street, each of which houses many students’ flats.    The army 

stayed in Abu Dis for the rest of the night. 

In the morning, when the University opened, the army stood in 

front of the University’s main gate preventing students from 

going in to study. They shot tear gas and rubber bullets towards 

the students of the University, which caused morning classes in 

the University to be cancelled.  

On the same day, the military closed the Container checkpoint on 

the road south of Abu Dis to Bethlehem, which caused a huge 

traffic jam to the cars travelling from the north and middle of the 

West Bank travelling to the south of the West Bank.     

 

Thursday, 16th August: In the early house of the morning, the Israeli military came into Abu 

Dis and invaded several houses.  In each house, their habit is to put the families in one room and 

turn the houses upside down, searching and leaving things in a huge mess. Ahmad Alaa’ Arekat(15) 

from Abu Dis Boys’ School Abu Dis was arrested from his house.    

 

Friday, 17th August: Friday is the most important day for prayer for Muslims and Friday prayer 

in Jerusalem is attended by thousands of people – while many more are prevented from going by 

the Israeli checkpoints and refusal of ‘permissions.’. On 17th August, the Israeli military closed all the 

gates leading to Al-Aqsa Mosque, which meant that people could not enter for prayer. This caused 

demonstrations to take place in and around Jerusalem. In Abu Dis there were demonstrations, and 

the Israeli army responded violently, using live ammunition tear gas all around the town.  There 

were reports of many injuries in Jerusalem and Abu Dis. 

 

Thursday, 23rd August: In the middle of the night, the Israeli armycame into Abu Dis and 

invaded a number of student buildings 

in University Street. They shot tear gas 

bombs and sound bombs around them 

which the people of the town heard 

between two and three in the morning. 

 

Wednesday, 29th August: In the 
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early hours of the morning, the Israeli military came into the old side of Abu Dis and closed the 

street leading to the old mosque. They went into the family house belonging to the family of Laith 

Mohsen (19) a university student and arrested him.  The army shot tear gas bombs, sound bombs, 

and live ammunition in the middle of the town. 

Early every morning, Palestinian workers travel to the terminal to find building work in Jerusalem. 

Many travel to the terminal by Ford Transit taxis. This morning, one of these taxis was confiscated by 

the Israeli military. This happens when there are issues with number plates – but sometimes these 

vehicles are seen later being used by undercover soldiers. 

 

Friday, August 31st: Demonstrations took place in the University Street after the Friday prayer. 

The Israeli army shot tear gas and live ammunition. 
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