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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 

Abu Dis Human Rights report  

A month in Abu Dis, July 2017 

 

This was a terrible month in Abu Dis – and in all the areas around Jerusalem. The quitter 

human rights violations that we describe every month continued. But in addition, this month, 

there was huge unrest around Jerusalem as its moves to take over the city continued. This 

month, Israel established electronic gates outside one of the main entrances to the Old City 

and the Mosque, Bab al-Isbat. Palestinians 

saw it as the next encroachment, limiting their 

free movement in the city, while Israeli settlers 

were given protection as they moved into 

Palestinian spaces. 

During one of these demonstrations, on 21st 

July, Mohammed Lafee (18) who had just 

finished his tawjehi (A-level equivalent) at Abu 

Dis Boys’ School, was shot by an Israeli soldier. And the next day, his friend, Yousuf  

Kashoor, was killed in a demonstration. 

The Israeli army searched for bodies and 

injured from the demonstrations during a 

raid to the Al-Muqassed Hospital in 

Jerusalem on 21stJuly but local people 

were able to stop this. 

Across Palestine as a whole, twenty 

people were killed by the Israeli army this 

month. Five of them were under 18. 

Seven were in and around Jerusalem, and the others were shot by snipers while on the 

weekly protest demonstrations that continued in Gaza. 

The Israeli army arrested around 600 people from the West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza, 

including dozens of young people. 
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The huge demonstrations went on for two weeks in Palestine, and people refused to use the 

gates that the Israelis had put up outside Bab al-Isbat. After a few days, the Israelis took the 

gates down.  

But at the same time, Israel gave the green light to the construction of 1935 settlement units, 

mainly in and around Jerusalem, and destroyed 33 Palestinian houses including 17 in 

Jerusalem – one of them in Abu Dis. Three of them were destroyed by their own owners in 

order to avoid the costs that Israel imposes on house owners if they send in their bulldozers 

and demolition equipment. 

 

Sunday 2nd July – In the middle of the 

day, the Israeli army set up a flying 

checkpoint in Abu Dis at the crossroads 

to the military camp. Soldiers stopped 

cars and people walking on the streets. 

Some boys threw stones and the 

soldiers shot tear gas around the area 

of ArRas and University St. The army 

moved to the crossroads to the University, and there were clashes till late at night. The Red 

Crescent reported that several people in their homes nearby were overcome by tear gas and 

had to be treated. 

Friday 7th July – After the Friday prayer there were demonstrations in Kubsah in Abu Dis. 

The army closed the road at the crossroads to the military camp and threw tear gas and 

used rubber bullets. Three young people were wounded. The clashes continued till late 

evening. 

Friday 14th July –Following an attack on the mosque guards on Thursday 13th,the Israelis 

stopped the people from coming to pray on 

Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque. This is a 

huge thing as thousands of people pour 

into Jerusalem at this time every week, and 

this was the first time since 1967 that the 

Israelis had shut the mosque completely. 

There were massive demonstrations 

including in nearby Abu Dis, where the demonstrations were not contained as usual but 



CADFA - Abu Dis Human Rights Report -July 2017- page 3 
 

spread right across town – the army was everywhere and it was chaos; 25 people were 

wounded, according to the Red Crescent, including 8 with serious wounds on their upper 

bodies, including wounds caused by rubber bullets and burns from tear-gas cannisters. The 

Israelis sprayed sewage-smelling water all around the main street and the University. 

Sunday 16th July – There was a 

protest near the Abu Dis youth club, 

calling for the right for Muslims to be 

able to go and pray in the Mosque, 

and protesting against the Israelis 

allowing settlers to go into the 

Mosque while they were not allowing 

Muslims in. The demonstration went 

up the high street and again the army stopped them by going down towards the military 

camp, shooting tear gas etc. 

Monday 17th July- Once again there was a demonstration about what was happening at Al 

Aqsa, but this demonstration was at night. The army shot tear gas directly towards houses 

and shot rubber bullets through the glass of cars that were parked nearby. One driver drove 

his Ford Transit away, but the army chased him and took him and his car to the military 

camp. 

On the same day, in Azzaem near Abu Dis, the Israeli Civil Department knocked down a 

two-storey house, lived in by a family of 

14 people, on the pretext that the owner 

had had no permission to build it(Note, 

Palestinians are not usually given 

permission to build, in contrast to Israeli 

settlers). 

Tuesday 18th July – In the early hours 

of the morning, the Israeli army invaded 

several houses belonging to the Rabiah family in Ar Ras neighbourhood. They spent a lot of 

time in the house of RabiahRabiah, searching for her son Mohammed who is 16, who was 

not home at the time. The army arrested his father.  While the army were in the house, local 

boys started throwing stones and the army responded with tear gas which also went into the 

houses. 
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In the morning, Mohammed Rabiah went with his uncles to MaaleAdumim police station, and 

gave himself up in order for his father to be released. 

In the middle of the same day, an Israeli military force went to Jabal al-Baba and delivered 

military orders for the demolition of five houses, which are on the hill but not on Vatican land 

(which is part of the hill). They gave the family ten days to protest against the military orders 

and said they would then demolish their homes. 

Wednesday and Thursday 19th and 20th July – The Israeli army decided to place 

electronic gates outside Bab al Isbat(Lions’ Gate) which is a main way into the old city and 

the Al Aqsa Mosque. The 

Palestinians were furious at the 

Israelis trying to change their 

access to the mosque and huge 

protests continued across the West 

Bank and particularly in Jerusalem 

and its suburbs such as Abu Dis. 

Friday 21st July – This morning an 

Israeli settler in Ras al-Amoud, shot and killed a boy Mohammed Sharaf,17 years old.  There 

was a huge demonstration and in At Tour, the Israeli army shot a young man, Mohammed 

Ghanam, 20 with a rubber bullet direct to his head. There were demonstrations everywhere 

specially round Jerusalem. In Abu Dis, Mohammed Lafee, 18, was killed by the army near 

the crossroads to the military camp. And in Hezma, another young man called Mohammed – 

Mohammed Canaan – was killed during protests against the Israeli actions in Jerusalem. 

In Abu Dis, after Mohammed Lafee had been killed, things got directly worse, and there was 

a huge demonstration. Over 30 young 

people were wounded with rubber bullets 

and three with live ammunition. There 

was a general strike announced across 

the West Bank for the following three 

days. 

In Jerusalem, the Israeli army 

surrounded the Al Muqassed Hospital as 

soon as people had  been killed and 

wounded. They invaded the hospital and 
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wanted to go to the morgue to get the dead bodies of people had been killed. Local people 

took the bodies out, carried them over the hospital fences and ran with them to the 

graveyard.  Inside the hospital, the soldiers were hunting for people who had been wounded 

in demonstrations but the hospital guards and doctors stood in their way. 

On Saturday 22nd July, Yusuf Kashoor, 21 years old, a friend of Mohammed Lafee, was 

killed in a demonstration in Abu Dis. 

Saturday to Monday 22nd to 24th July. During the three days of strike, there were daily 

clashes in Abu Dis. In the nights too, there was live ammunition and gun shooting.  

Tuesday 25th July. To make things worse in Jerusalem, the Israelis started to build watch 

towers in the area just outside Bab al Isbat.  There was a night time demo in Abu Dis calling 

for an end to the siege on Bab al Isbat. The army attacked the demonstrators and used tear 

gas and rubber bullets; there were known to be injuries but the Red Crescent did not declare 

the number of injuries. 

Friday 28th July. The Israeli army put up a checkpoint on the crossroads to the military 

camp. According to the Red Crescent, 22 young boys were injured by the army and all were 

treated in ambulances placed nearby. 

Monday 31st July.Early in the 

morning, the army carried out 

night-time raids to nine houses on 

the old side of Abu Dis which they 

searched. Eight young people from 

the Bader and Ayyad families were 

given military orders to go to meet 

the intelligence officer at the 

military camp next to Maale Adumim Mohammed Makan (22 years old) was arrested that 

night. 

At the same time there were clashes all night with the Israeli army shooting tear gas and 

rubber bullets in the old part of Abu Dis, and the Israeli army left at 8 in the morning. 

 

 

  


