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This month the human rights violations 
against people in Abu Dis and Palestine 
continued in a way that has become routine. 
People are trying to get on with their lives in a 
normal way but their lives are systematically 
interrupted by movement restrictions, 
separation from family members, economic 
and environmental problems as well as more dramatic and violent events. Whenever the Israelis 
have a religious or national celebration, the Palestinians are further punished in particular 
through movement restrictions and closures, as happened this month, and also through 
invasions of Israeli settlers to the Al Aqsa Mosque carrying with them th threat of pushes and 
restrictions to come. 
 
As ever, in October, people in Abu Dis were aware of the violent context across the West Bank 

more widely: eight Palestinians were killed by the Israeli army in this month, of whom seven 

were in Gaza and one was at a checkpoint in the north of the West Bank.   There were a high 

number of arrests by the Israeli army in the West Bank this month: 472 people were arrested 

including 32 people under 18.  

 

The Israelis kept up their pressure on the West Bank as 

a whole: during this month, there was a decision by the 

Israeli government to build 3430 new settlement units, 

459 of these in Maale Adumim settlement. As a prelude 

to the expansion of settlements in the E1 area, homes 

were destroyed in a Bedouin village. The Israeli Knesset 

also issued a resolution to build 176 new settler units at 

Jabal Al-Mukaber in East Jerusalem.  
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This month in Abu Dis, there were repeated military invasions of the town, of people’s houses 

and the university and area around the schools. The pressures on boys in particular and on their 

school education – which we have reported all year – were again frequent and shocking. 

 

In Abu Dis, this month : 

 

Monday, 2nd October: Early this morning at 2am, the 

Israeli military invaded the home of Khaled Mohsen in 

Ar Ras neighbourhood in Abu Dis. They searched the 

house and arrested his son Yazeed Mohsen (19).  

There were demonstrations in the evening at Kubsa on 

the main street in Abu Dis/Aizariyeh next to the 

Separation Wall.  The Red Crescent reported that 5 Palestinians were injured with rubber-covered 

bullets,  

 

Tuesday, 3rd October: Israeli soldiers entered 

University Street next to Abu Dis Boys School and 

shot tear gas towards the Al Quds University and the 

Abu Dis boys’ schools. This prevented the students 

from reaching their classes.  The Red Crescent 

reported injuries from rubber bullets and the effects 

of tear gas. The schools cancelled classes for the rest 

of the day for the safety of the students.   

 

Wednesday, 4th October: The Israeli military imposed 

a closure on the West Bank because of the Jewish 

holidays – this means that they shut the main roads 

connecting the West Bank cities with each other.  

Near Abu Dis, the army put a block on the main road 

near Maale Adumim settlement and closed the 

Container checkpoint, as well as stopping people going into Jerusalem through the ‘terminals’ in the 

Wall. In Abu Dis, the military invaded Al-Quds University using tear gas and rubber-covered bullets, 
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which caused many injuries between the students. The Al Quds University was closed and people 

evacuated for safety. 

 

Friday, 6th October. The Israeli army invaded Abu Dis in the morning, and closed down the street 

next to the University.  In the afternoon, demonstrations took place on the main street in Abu Dis.  

The Israeli military shot tear gas towards people’s houses in ArRas and the western areas in the 

town. The Red Crescent reported that Palestinians were injured.   

 

Saturday, 7th October: For the second time in the same 

month, the Israeli military invaded the Khaled 

Mohsen’s house in Ar Ras neighborhood. They took 

away his car without giving any reason. In the 

afternoon, the military closed down the Container 

checkpoint that connects Abu Dis and the north with 

the south of the West Bank), stopping the traffic in 

both directions for four hours with no reason given. 

 

Thursday, 10th October: The Israeli military invaded Al-Quds University Street next to the boys’ 

schools in Abu Dis in the morning. They used tear gas and shot rubber-covered bullets towards the 

students in the University.  

 

Wednesday, 11th October: On the other side of the Wall from Abu Dis, thousands of settlers invaded 

Al-Aqsa MosqueIn Jerusalem. They were protected by the Israeli military, which prevented 

Palestinians from going inside the mosque.  

 

Friday, 13th October: Once again the Israeli military invaded Abu Dis in the night, which led to 

demonstrations by young people and injuries with tear gas.  

 

Sunday, 15th October: Once again the Israeli military invaded Abu Dis in the night. There was no 

obvious reason for this other than to inspire fear into the people in the town.  

 

Monday, 16th October: The Israeli military invaded Abu Dis in the morning. Once again the army shot 

tear gas towards the schools in the town, which cased schools to be closed and students sent home 
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for safety. Al-Quds University had to delay the morning classes, until the Israeli military withdrew 

from the town.  

There was a big invasion by the Israeli military into 

the Bedouin village of Jabal Al-Baba, not far from 

Abu Dis.  The army demolished four homes in the 

village.  

 

Tuesday, 17th October: The Israeli Authorities in 

Occupied Jerusalem released Sheren Al-Essawi, a Palestinian lawyer from Jerusalem. She had been in 

prison with no trial for 43 months of administrative detention, because she defended her brother 

Samer Al-Essawi, who is serving a life sentence in the Israeli prisons.  

 

Friday, 20th October: The Israeli military closed down Al-Zaytouna checkpoint for 3 hours for 

‘security reasons’. The checkpoint is used by people with West Bank ID cards in Abu Dis and the area 

around to enter Jerusalem if they are issued ‘permissions’ by the Israeli Authorities. This created a 

big problem for thousands of Palestinians as it prevented them from reaching their work, schools, 

and the hospitals in East Jerusalem.  

 

Saturday, 21st October:The  Israeli military 

invaded the Al-Maqased hospital in East 

Jerusalem, which was terrifying for the 

Palestinian patients inside especially after 

events in July 2017 when there had also been 

invasions to the hospital by the Israeli army. 

 

Monday, 23rd October: A huge Israeli military force invaded Essawieh in East Jerusalem – close to 

Abu Dis although the other side of the Wall; 

there are strong links between people in Abu 

Dis and Essawiyeh. and arrested 30 Palestinians 

from the town.  

 

Tuesday, 24th October:  In the early hours of the 

morning, the Israeli military invaded Abu Dis, to 

arrest Fayiz Quree’ (19 years old), from his 
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house. Young people demonstrated against the 

invasion -the army used tear gas and rubber 

bullets. The Red Crescent reported that 3 young 

Palestinians were injured with rubber covered 

bullets, and many had breathing difficulties from 

the tear gas.  

 

Wednesday, 25th October: The Israeli military invaded the Al Quds University once again. They shot 

tear gas and one of the cannisters set fire to dry grass inside the University, leading to fires across 

the campus – many people had breathing difficultiesdue to the tear gas and the smoke from the 

fires.  

 

Friday, 27th October: A special Israeli 

military force invaded the town 

disguised in civilian clothes, and 

kidnapped 13 year-old Basel Ayyad, 

and 17 year-old Mohammad Arekat.  

There were demonstrations in the 

town after the Friday prayer. Many 

injuries were reported in the town: 

shooting with rubber-covered 

bullets and breathing problems caused by tear gas. The picture on the right was taken during their 

arrest. 

 

 

 

 

 

CADFA.org 

 

 

 

 

 



CADFA Abu Dis human rights report: October 2017 

 

 

 

 


