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This month the human rights violations against people in Abu Dis and Palestine continued in a 

way that has become routine. 

People are trying to get on with 

their lives in a normal way but 

their lives are systematically inter-

rupted by movement restrictions, 

separation from family members, 

economic and environmental 

problems as well as more dramatic 

and violent events.  

  On 2nd November 1917, 100 years 

ago, Balfour wrote his famous letter, the Balfour Declaration, promising to support the Zionist 

movement in taking Palestine as anational home for the Jewish people.  On its centenary there were 

demonstrations of protest across the West Bank. 

 

The push by the Israelis to take over the land and push the Palestinians 

into ever smaller areas continued. This month, the Israeli authorities 

licenced 507 new settlement unitsfor Israelis inside Jerusalem. Mean-

while, the Israeli Jerusalem Municipality sent a complaint about 140 

flats for Palestinians that were built just outside the Wall in an area that 

is within the municipality area. Many Palestinians from the Old City 

have moved to suchareas  of severe overcrowding in the old areas 

(where the Israelis have not let them have licences to build since 1967).  

They are paying a huge amount of money to be able to keep their blue 

Jerusalem IDs.  (The Municipality said that they wanted to destroy the 

homes to make a new road.) 
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As part of the strategy to force the Palestinians out of Jerusa-

lem, the Israeli authority refuses to issue building licences. Dur-

ing this month, they gave military orders for Palestinians in East 

Jerusalem, to demolish houses, in several areas :Silwan, Al-

SheikhJarah, Issaweeh, Sho’fat, Waad Al-Joz, Um Toba, Beit Ha-

nina, and also slightly further out of Jerusalem, in Beit Soreek.  

This is true too in the areas of the West Bank labelled “C” under 

the Oslo Accords, where they will not issue building licences to 

Palestinians but want the settlements to expand. This month 

the Israeli PM Netanyahu said that the plan was to ask all of the 

Bedouin living in the E1 area to leave.   

 

An Israeli settlement company made a proposal to build a four-mile tunnel to connect Maale Admim 

with French Hill, keeping Israeli settlement traffic away from the 

checkpoints – the plan is to complete that by 2023.  

 

As ever, in November 2017, people in Abu Dis were aware of the 

violent context across the West Bank more widely: it is terrible 

each month to have to list people killed by the Israeli military. 

This month six Palestinians were killed in Gaza and the West 

Bank.   There were a high number of arrests by the Israeli army 

in the West Bank this month: 480 people were arrested including 

20 people under 18.  

 

In Abu Dis, this month: 

 

Thursday, 2ndNovember: In the morning, the Israeli army came to School Street in Abu Dis and put 

up a checkpoint which restricted the movement of the school students.  

 

Friday, 3rd November:  Today at the centenary of the Balfour Declaration, there were demonstra-

tions all over the West Bank, and in Abu Dis too. 
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Wednesday, 15th November: 15th November has been known as 

Palestinian Independence Day since 1988.There was a demon-

stration in Abu Dis in the middle of the day: a stand next to the 

youth club on the anniversary of the declaration of independ-

ence. This was followed by a march up the main street. The army 

came and shot tear gas and rubber bullets. Five young people 

were wounded according to the Red Crescent. 

There is no Palestinian independence yet and this year, this was 

underlined by the Israelis issuing many house demolition orders 

in Jerusalem and across the West Bank.  

 

Thursday, 16thNovember: In the early hours of the morning, the Israeli Military invaded several 

houses in Abu Dis including student accommodation. One of them was the house of Omran Warrad. 

They gave him an order to go to the military camp to meet the Israeli intelligence department.  

 

Also on 16th, the Israeli military delivered the Palestinian resi-

dents of Jabal Al-Baba village near Abu Dis a military order 

which asked them to leave their village and their houses within 

8 days. This was a renewal of the demand made in February 

2017 (see the campaign petitions and info issued by CADFA). 

 

Friday, 17thNovember: There was a demonstration in Abu Dis 

after Friday prayers and the Israeli military invaded the town – 

they stayed there from the afternoon through the night.     The 

Red Crescent reported that many Palestinians were injured 

with rubber- covered bullets and tear gas inhalation. 

 

Saturday, 18th November: The Israeli military re-invaded the village of Jabal Al-Baba, to put pres-

sure on the Palestinian residents to leave the village.  

 

Thursday, 23rdNovember:   The Israeli military invaded the School Street in Abu Dis, and put up a 

checkpoint to restrict the movement of school students. They shot tear gas towards the schools, 

which caused the schools to cancel lessons for the whole day, for the safety of the students.  
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Friday, 24th November: The Israeli military invaded Abu Dis during the Friday prayer, setting up a 

checkpoint next to a mosque in Kubsa(between Abu Dis and Aizariyeh). There were injuries from 

rubber bullets shot by the Israeli soldiers and many 

people had to have treatment as a result of the tear 

gas inhalation. 

 

Wednesday, 29th November: The Israeli military 

again came to the area of the boys’ schools in Abu Dis 

tear gas and rubber covered bullets towards the stu-

dents. The soldiers chased the students into the school yard; the teachers managed to keep them 

out but they sent the boys back home through another gate – so the soldiers’ actions closed the 

school down.  
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