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This was a month full of conflict and pressure for the 

people of Abu Dis.   

Every recent human rights report has talked of violence 

from the Israeli army that leaves a number of boys 

(usually) injured, families, including those with babies, 

suffering from tear gas, and sees a number of people 

violently arrested or returned home suffering from their 

time in jail and their families suffering from fines of 

thousands of shekels. 

In September, there were many incursions of the military 

into the town, into the houses and around the boys’ 

schools, and shooting at demonstrations on a regular 

basis. The pressures on the university students in Abu Dis 

are illustrated this month with the arrest of at least one 

student on his way to university at the Container checkpoint, and of a number of others from their 

accommodation in Abu Dis which were often searched, while the university was closed by the army 

three times. The Israeli army demolished a family home. 

Close to Abu Dis, the Israeli pressures on the Bedouin village of Khan al-Ahmar intensified, as the 

Israeli Supreme Court gave a green light to its demolition, and many solidarity activists joined the 

people in the village, to be met with violent treatment by the army. 

 

There was shocking video of the Israeli army’s treatment of children and families at Khan 

al-Ahmar this month – see here  and here 

 

While talking of the drama of expanding settlements and people being physically hurt, we cannot 

forget the ‘quieter’ human rights violations against people in Abu Dis and Palestine that continued in 

a way that has become routine. People are trying to get on with their lives in a normal way but their 

lives are systematically interrupted by movement restrictions, separation from family members, 

economic and environmental problems.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D5_kJYw1y8&fbclid=IwAR2xvezLhsgao0_eQgUhUvRfkGIaoN92mH2XJatirPr9qc3yBPft3NPesK8


 

CADFA Abu Dis human rights report: September 2018 

This month (as often) saw a “closure” in the West Bank. The 

Palestinians suffer from such closures, which are sometimes 

regular, for Jewish holiday, and sometimes happen with no 

warning, for security or other reasons. In a “closure,” the 

Israelis stop Palestinian movement in a number of ways. 

Checkpoints that depend on soldiers being at work shut 

down if they are on holiday – or are shut on purpose to stop 

Palestinian traffic. “Permissions” to go through checkpoints, 

for example to go from Abu Dis to Jerusalem, are refused.In 

some cases, extra checkpoints are put in to allow Israelis to 

travel on road free of Palestinians. The Palestinian economy, 

work and life are affected badly by the blockage of vital 

checkpoints between Palestinian cities and – on the Jewish 

holidays – all the borders with Jordan and the Gaza Strip. 

Across Palestine this month 

In July we reported on the Nation State Law passed by the Knesset - a law that for the first time 

formally enshrines Israel as “the national home of the Jewish people” in such a way that it removes 

the equality (even in name) for others in Israel.  This month. an appeal by Arab Knesset members 

against the legality of Israel’s new Nation State Law was lost. 

 

Meanwhile Israel’s moves to take over the West Bank moved on this month. The Israeli army gave 

military orders to confiscate 1100 donums of Palestinian land in the Jordan Valley and east of 

Bethlehem. A new settler-only road was opened in the West Bank.  

 

Sixteen Palestinian houses or parts of houses were destroyed by the Israeli military this month – this 

includes the home of Ali Abu Soway in Abu Dis and the houses destroyed in Khan al-Ahmar on 14th 

September.  Israeli settlers pushed the inhabitants from two Palestinian houses in Sheikh Jarrah, 

Jerusalem, and took them over. 

 

In September 2018, twenty-six Palestinians were shot and killed by the Israeli army:seven of them 

were under sixteen. Twenty- three of them were in Gaza, where the Great Return March is still 

continuing. Three were killed in the West Bank. This month, 330 people were newly arrested from 

the West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza, to join the thousands already in Israeli jails. Fifty-two of them 

were children and fourteen were women. 
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In Abu Dis, this month: 

Saturday, 1stSeptember: A Palestinian student from Al-Quds University was arrested on his way 

between his home and the University, at the Container military checkpoint on the main road 

between Bethlehem and Abu Dis. 

 

Tuesday, 4th September: In the early 

hours of the morning, there was a huge 

Israeli military invasion into Abu Dis. 

The army invaded ten homes, woke the 

people who lived there and took them 

outside while they searched. One of 

them was CADFA’s co-ordinator in Abu 

Dis and his description of what 

happened is in the box. The army was 

felt everywhere in Abu Dis as they used 

tear gas and the sounds of shooting 

rubber bullets and live ammunition and 

of sound bombs reached across the 

town in the night.  The houses invaded 

and searched belonged to Amar Arekat, 

Jamal Dandan, Omran Warad, Nabeel 

Bader and the houses of his sons, Adel 

Salah and the houses of his sons, Saker 

Salah, Saleh Ayyad, Naser Dandan, 

RezeqRabee, Ibrahim Halabieh, 

Mohamad Sabbah and the house of his 

son Abdelwahab as well as the Breloud 

Printer shop that belongs to Mohamad 

Arekat.  There were several arrests: 

Mohamad Saleh Ayyad, Ibrahim 

Dandan, Emad Rabee, Ismaeel 

Halabieh, and also   Ahmad Salah’s 

wife. Saker Salah and Abdulwahab 

Sabbah were told to report to the military camp in Abu Dis. 

We started early, at around 2:30 AM, when soldiers 

from the IDF invaded my father’s house and my 

house in a brutal way with their faces covered and 

huge weaponry. They knocked very hard on the 

main door, and when my father opened the door, 

eight of them entered with their weapons into the 

house - I woke up and went down to see what was 

happening.  

 

Five of the soldiers went up to my house, woke my 

family and pushed them downstairs to my father’s. 

All of us were held in one room and the soldiers 

started to go into all the other rooms one by one. 

They took our mobiles, IDs and birth certificates. 

My little daughters were sitting staring, not 

knowing what was happening. Who were these 

people with guns and masks wandering in our 

house, and shouting and pushing?  

First, they wanted to arrest my son Mohammed. 

They took him upstairs without allowing me to go 

with him and asked him to dress as they wanted to 

take him with them. When he was ready, they 

suddenly changed their minds and asked about my 

younger son, Yassar, who was out helping to 

prepare for our cousin’s wedding which was on the 

next day. In the end they gave me a military order 

to go to the Israeli military camp in Abu Dis at 10 

am the next day. 

None of my five kids was able to go to school the 

next day. My poor mother and father did not 

manage to sleep through worrying about my sons 

and me. As for me, I went to the military camp at 

ten, as the soldiers wanted. There they took my ID 

and held me until three thirty in the afternoon. No 

one spoke to me; nothing to do; just waiting. Then 

they gave me my ID card and told me to leave. 
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Wednesday, 5th September: The Israeli army stayed in Abu Dis all night.  Before school started on 

5th, they were close to the three boys’ schools in Abu Dis, shooting tear gas bombs towards the 

students, which forced the schools to cancel the school 

day for the safety of the students. 

On the same day, the Israeli Supreme Court refused the 

appeal brought by the people of Khan al-Ahmar Bedouin 

village against the demolition of their village and ordered 

them to leave their houses and lands within a week.  

 

On the same day, a house in Kubsa, Abu Dis, belonging to 

Ali Abu Soway was demolished by Israeli bulldozers. The 

house is next to the Cliff Hotel and since 2002 on the other 

side of the Wall from the main part of 

Abu Dis. 

 

Thursday, 6thSeptember: Once again 

the Israeli military came into Abu Dis 

in the early morning, before the 

schools had started, and stopped near 

the boys’ schools. They shot tear gas around the schools which were forced to shut. 

Onthe same day in Jerusalem, the Israeli Supreme Court ruled in favour of the new Israeli Nation 

State Law. 

 

Friday, 7thSeptember: After the court order for removing the people of Khanal-Ahmar, Palestinian 

people gathered and protested in the area to protect the lands of the Bedouin village. The military 

blocked the road leading to the village, to stop the solidarity demonstrations and attached the 

demonstrators with tear gas. They used tear gas arrested a number ofpeoplein their effort to 

pressure the villagers to leave the village.  

 

Sunday, 9thSeptember:  In the early hours of the morning, the Israeli army invaded Abu Dis and 

closed the main street leading next to Al Quds University. They shot tear gas until 10:30 am, which 

disturbed the academic day in both the University and Abu Dis schools.    
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Monday 10th September. Today the army came back to Abu Dis Boys’ School and made a 

checkpoint near the school. They shot teargas near the school. The parents, worried by the repeated 

days of lost school, made a rota between them to be 

available to come to schools early in the morning in 

order to do their best to help their sons get safely into 

school. 

Tuesday, 11th September: In the evening, the Israeli 

army made an incursion into Abu Dis and put up a flying 

checkpoint in the middle of town, restricting the 

movement of cars and people, while shooting tear gas 

bombs towards the houses of the people for 3 hours.  

 

Wednesday, 12th September: The Israeli military closed the road leading to Khan al-Ahmar village to 

restrict the movement of local people coming there in solidarity with the Bedouin villagers who had 

been told to leave their homes. 

 

On the same day, the Israeli army entered Abu Dis. Theyarrested Hani Jaffal, a taxi driver, beat him 

in a horrible way and took him to the military camp in Abu Dis.  

 

Thursday, 13th September: The Israeli military invaded the village of Khan al-Ahmar. They destroyed 

temporary houses that activists had built as temporary accommodation for solidarity visitors who 

came to help the villagers in the face 

of the Israeli threat to destroy the 

village. These houses had been put up 

on Khan al-Ahmar land, within the 

village borders. 

 

Friday, 14th September:  There were 

demonstrations in Abu Dis after Friday 

prayer. The Israeli military came into 

town and shot tear gas and rubber bullets towards the demonstrators. The military arrested 

Mohammed Ibrahim Eriqat (15). They later released him after his family had paid a fine of 1000 

shekels. 
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Saturday, 15th September: There were military incursions by the Israeli army into Abu Dis in the 

evening around 9pm and later in the early hours of the morning. On both occasions they shot tear 

gas and live ammunition.  

 

Monday, 17th September: The Israeli authority put in place a “closure” of the West Bank for the 

Jewish holidays.  

 

Tuesday, 18th September: Close to Abu Dis but on 

the other side of the Wall in Al Masrara in Jerusalem 

the Israeli military shot and killed a young 

Palestinian from Qalandia Refugee Camp, while he 

was on his way to the bus station Mohammad 

Yousef Alayan (26), who was shot and left bleeding 

on the ground, while the army prevented any kind 

of medical help reaching him. This incident among 

others was very upsetting to people in Abu Dis – 

“This has become very familiar, unfortunately – 

people shot and bleeding and lying on the ground, 

and people and ambulances around and not able to reach 

them.  We don’t want to get used to these views” 

 

Sunday 23rd  September: An Israeli undercover force came 

into Abu Dis to the university, terrifying people by  

running, dressed as 

Palestinians, and shooting 

everywhere; they chased 

Aous Mara’beh, a politics 

student in his second year, 

stopping him by shooting in 

the sky and threatening that the next bullet would be in his head – and 

then arrested him. 

 

Also on 23rd September, the Israeli army gave a renewed military order, telling the inhabitants of 

Khan al-Ahmar that they had to leave their village again. This set a new deadline, asking them to 
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destroy their own houses and to leave Khan al-

Ahmar before 1st October 2018. They also gave a 

telephone number in case anyone wanted the 

Israelis’ help to take their houses apart. The 

Israelis had taken some Abu Dis land and 

prepared it for the Bedouin, hoping that they 

would move there though neither the local 

people or the Bedouin were prepared for such a 

move. 

 

Meanwhile there was a local campaign of solidarity with Al Khan al-Ahmar, a lot of publicity and an  

international campaign to save Al Khan al-Ahmar (CADFA for example had a petition to the UK 

Foreign Office and was raising this issue in every place it could) was getting stronger and was at least 

temporarity holding the Israelis’ hand.  

 

Thursday, 27thSeptember: The Israeli army came into Abu Dis in the middle of the night and invaded 

a number of houses. They arrested 15 Palestinians, all of them students at Al Quds University in Abu 

Dis. Other young people were given orders to go to the Zaytouneh terminal for an interview with 

theIsraeli intelligence.  

 

Friday, 28thSeptember: This was the anniversary of the start of 

the second Palestinian Intifada (2000), and demonstrations took 

place in Abu Dis.  People in Abu Dis particularly remember the 

first person killed on the first day of the second intifada, Bilal 

Afaneh, from Abu Dis, who was in the Al Aqsa Mosque then – 

and his wife then pregnant with their first baby – when he was 

killed.  

 

The Israeli army responded to the demonstration, blocking the 

main street, shooting tear gas and rubber bullets.   
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