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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 

Abu Dis Human Rights report  

A month in Abu Dis, March 2017 

 
This month the human rights 
violations against people in Abu 
Dis and Palestine continued in a 
way that has become routine.  
People are trying to get on with 
their lives in a normal way but 
their lives are systematically 
interrupted by movement 
restrictions, separation from family 
members, economic and 
environmental problems as well as 
more dramatic and violent events.   People in Abu Dis were aware of the violent context 
across the West Bank more widely.  This month in Abu Dis, the pressures on boys in 
particular and on their school education was frequent and shocking. 
 
Across Palestine, in the last few months, the violations have become worse. The conflict 

. Since .herethis has been written about  -has deepened across Palestine as a whole 
September/October 2015, many people, mainly young people, have been killed by the 
Israeli army or settlers:  though the army has accused many of trying to attack them, in 
many cases there has been video suggesting that knives have been planted or no evidence 
at all. The army has been in evidence in a very forceful way in Jerusalem and across the 
West Bank: there have been many house invasions, imprisonments and house demolitions. 

During March, eight Palestinians were shot and killed by Israeli soldiers and settlers. Three 
hundred and eighty-three people were arrested including 16 people under 18. Eighty-nine 
of them were under administrative detention (imprisonment without trial). Since the recent 
US election and with the weakness of the Arab states clear from an international conference 
at the Dead Sea in Jordan, the message seems to have been given to the Israelis to take 

https://www.maannews.com/Content.aspx?id=77340
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These photos were taken from 

inside Abu Dis Boys’ School on 2nd 

March 2017: army here seen outside 

the school, and paramedics and an 

ambulance inside the school. 

the brakes off settlement building and the pressure on Palestinians has increased still 
further. This month, twenty-three houses in the West Bank and Jerusalem were 
demolished.   

Abu Dis houses two Israeli military camps, and 
the Israeli military is often in the town. Young 
people in Abu Dis are the third or fourth 
generation after the beginning of the Occupation 
and life under military rule has sadly become 
normal to them. Young people often don’t report 
the beatings they receive if they meet the soldiers 
unless they are actually injured. However, there 
are many young people in the town who have 
been injured at some point or another.  

 
 
 
 
 

March 2017 was a really shocking month in Abu 
Dis itself. Young boys were exposed repeatedly to 
the raw power of the Israeli army. There were 
many instances of army shooting in the town, tear 
gas, imprisonment.  There were regular 
demonstrations by young people which often 
turned into clashes with the Israeli army.  This 
affects local people even beyond these clashes; 
there is a risk of arrest;  families worry about their 
young people, complain of the tear gas,  broken 
car windows and other consequences of having 
armed soldiers on the streets. 
 
In March 2017, school and university students were under direct pressure as the Israeli 
army invaded the Al Quds University and forced the boys’ schools to close at least four 
times – Boys working hard for their exams and to improve their future have a serious 
obstacle in their way, boys who aren't well are made worse by the tear gas, and they 
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probably all suffer more hidden stress and pressures that are very real but much harder to 
quantify.  
 
 Thursday 2nd March:  The boys of Abu Dis were not able to get to the three schools near 
the University (Abu Dis Boys, Arab Institute, Jawarharlal Nehru School) because the Israeli 
military had put military jeeps near the schools and were throwing tear gas. Schools did not 
work that day. Here are accounts by a boy and a father: 
 
STATEMENT BY A SCHOOL BOY:   

This morning while we were on the way to school, we saw some of the school kids going 
back home. When we asked them what they were doing, they said there were Israeli soldiers 
hiding behind the falafel restaurant next to the school. We kept going towards the school 
but before we got there, soldiers came out from behind that falafel restaurant and they shot 
“al atham”(bone) bullets out of their special gun called  “tafour.” A bullet hit the chest of one 
of the students next to me. It cut the skin and he started to bleed. So we decided to hide 
behind a rubbish bin.  An ambulance came past up the road and we tried to stop it but the 
ambulance driver didn’t stop for us – we found out after that that a woman school teacher 
was unconscious, choking on the tear gas which the army was shooting towards the school. 
Students said that she was lying unconscious in the middle of the school yard. The kid who 
was hit with the bullet was shouting, he was in severe pain. The soldiers kept shooting tear 
gas behind us, so we were stuck between tear gas behind us and the army in front of us. We 
were stuck in the middle. One of the students tried to escape from behind the rubbish bin, 
but the soldiers shot and hit him  directly on his shin bone, so we pulled him back again 
behind the rubbish bin. One of the tear gas cans hit the rubbish in the bin and started a fire. 
Another kid who was hiding was shot by the soldiers in his feet. All three of the kids who had 
been shot were shouting, they wanted ice on their wounds because they were burning. 

After that, the ambulance came 
back. It took one of the 
wounded ones – the others 
managed to escape behind the 
ambulance. My father came 
towards the school, together 
with many of the fathers, trying 
to protect their children, while 
the army was still at the Al Quds 
University main entrance 
throwing tear gas. This whole 
thing went on for an hour and a 
half and then the army left the place and the school kids (450 children) left the school.  
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STATEMENT BY A FATHER: 
 
I woke up this morning early, it was before the children went to school to a sound of loud, unnatural 
shooting somewhere in the town. Later when I got to the school I was told by parents that they had 
heard that the army had exploded something on the other side of the Separation Wall which is near 
the Boys’ School.  But that stopped, and shooting isn’t a reason to stop the children going to school 
here, there is often shooting of one sort and another.   

Later at about 7.30 or 7.45, after my boys had gone to school I heard more shooting and I rushed up 
to the school to make sure they were all right.  On Thursday morning the streets are quieter as there 
is no University [the Al Quds University is very close to the Boys’ School]. When I got close to the Boys’ 
School, I saw metal tear gas containers in the street and kids carrying their school bags going home 
from school. I found my son next to the main entrance 
to the University. There were soldiers near the 
Separation Wall. I took my son and we went together 
into the school. The school keeper told me that the 
teachers had sent the boys home and that they were 
having a meeting. He took me into his room and 
showed me piles of tear gas canisters to explain why 
the boys had been sent him.  We left the school going in 
another direction which seemed safer. I found that it 
wasn’t just my son’s school that was targeted with tear 
gas but the three boys’ schools in the vicinity had all 
had to send their students out into the streets and there 
was complete chaos. I met a boy trying to hide but 
clearly hurt. He showed me that he had been wounded 
by a soldier but he did not want to go to the Health 
Centre although he clearly needed to be seen – this is 
because the children are scared that the soldiers will get 
their names and arrest them. He went back to his 
family.  

There are new weapons being used and it looks as if they are being tried out on the children in Abu 
Dis. The school keeper showed me a new sort of tear gas can that people in Abu Dis hadn’t seen 
before in a different type of steel can, it somehow jumps when it hits the ground. And the children 
told me about a new type of bullet that doesn’t make a sound, this is what hit and wounded the boy I 
met. 

 
Friday 3rd March: All afternoon, from the end 
of the Friday midday prayer until the evening, 
the Israeli army shot tear gas into the middle 
of Abu Dis, particularly in the areas of Al Ras 
and the university crossroads. After dark, 
young people reported that there was a car 
that appeared to be a civilian Palestinian car 
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but in fact carrying undercover Israeli soldiers in the streets.  Soldiers dressed as civilians 
with guns chased boys who were near the crossroads and shot one of them with live 
ammunition, injuring his hand.  Eye witnesses said that there were several boys wounded 
with rubber bullets. 
 
Monday 6th March: Military jeeps from the Israeli army went to the area which has the 
three Abu Dis secondary boys’ schools and the University. Before school started, they 
threw tear gas towards the schools and into the University. Soldiers chased the school 
children; many did not manage to reach schools and the schools did not open that day. 
 
Monday 6th March: A man from Aizaria who had a suspected heart attack (see photo) was 

found in the street unconscious and taken to the 
health centre in Abu Dis; doctors there said that he 
should go to a government hospital in Jerusalem. 
This meant going through the major checkpoint at 
Azzayem on Separation Wall. The patient and his 
ambulance were held at the checkpoint for some 
time but Israeli soldiers refused to allow the 
ambulance to enter and turned them back into the 
West Bank. The patient had to be taken all the 
way to a private hospital in Beit Jala – with the 
problem that now he has to find the money to 

cover his costs. 
 
His doctor wrote:  
This photo was taken at Al Zaeem check point, while we were waiting to pass to Al Makassed 
hospital with a 70 years old male, who was brought to Abu Dis Emergency department with cardiac 
arrest. He was found in the street unconscious, no pulse, no breathing and no I D. At the end the 
soldiers at this check point didn't allow us to pass throw it, and we refered him to Beit Jala Hospital 
(40min. from the check point) .... This is occupation. 

 
Wednesday 8th March. At around 3 in the morning, the Israeli army invaded Abu Dis. They 
entered the house of Owdeh Eriqat, and arrested his son Mohammed (in his early 
twenties). 
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Thursday 9th March: Walid Sharaf (now around 20) was arrested at the Container 
Checkpoint south of 
Abu Dis while 
travelling home 
from Bethlehem. He 
was taken to Maale 
Adumim police 
station and is still 
under arrest.  
Friends of CADFA 
may remember that 
we told you about Walid Sharaf in human rights reports in 2011.  We ran a campaign to 
release him, as he was unwell with difficulties with his hands and a chronic skin condition 
when he was arrested,  not even allowed to take his medicines with him and his family 
were not allowed to see him (see here) 
 
Friday 10th March: There was another Friday afternoon of tear gas coming into the middle 
of town from the Israeli military camp – this went on till the evening, around the crossroads 
to the university and the area of Al Ras. 
 
Wednesday 15th March; Early in the morning, the army invaded the house of Mohammad 
Dawoud Afaneh, searched the house and arrested his son Ali (17 years old). 
 
Monday 20th March: An Israeli undercover force in a Palestinian car came into the area of 
Al Ras in Abu Dis, where 7 soldiers left the house and ran towards the house of Hamzeh 
Eriqat, who had been released from prison in October. Soldiers entered the house and 
found Hamzeh, his brother Adam and his parents, and started to beat people inside the 
house – and called more army to the house. Neighbours tried to come and help, and the 
soldiers threw tear gas around the house. One of the local boys, Majd Abu Hilal (15), was 
also taken and beaten. Then the army left without arresting anyone. 
Wednesday 22nd March:  Once again, the boys of Abu Dis were not able to get to the 
three schools near the University (Abu Dis Boys, Arab Institute, Jawarharlal Nehru School) 
because the Israeli military had put military jeeps near the schools and were throwing tear 
gas. Schools did not work that day.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cadfa.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F05%2Fjuly-report-2011.pdf&h=ATOcVepJmtpyJW9tW2A279v5w_pxzH4Vs8JiQ9VQeG839cRTJOkHDCESFRLSiW5n_AMY2kk-M5QuNKm3MV2Oyb4cVU1P6-Sy-hUIuOQJ4FWnpn2r-p5CY8jMtdiOf4ureMArNUwNsw
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Photos following an Israeli army 

invasion of a home in Abu Dis. 

Thursday 23rd March: At three in the morning, the house of Ibrahim Salah was invaded by 
Israeli soldiers. Ibrahim has little kids including babies. Soldiers searched the house for 
three and a half hours, destroyed the flooring of his house, spent time in the garden there. 
They left the house in a complete mess without giving any reason for the invasion. On the 
way out of Abu Dis, near Abu Dis Sports Club, the army started shooting tear gas, sound 
bombs and live ammunition. 
Friday 24th March: There were clashes on the crossroads to the military camp and teargas 
and sound bombs used by the Israeli army. Four boys were taken to the health centre 
because they had been wounded by rubber bullets and tear gas cans. One (aged 17) had 
broken bones in his right hand where it had been hit by a tear gas cannister. 
Sunday 26th March: In the middle of the night, there was heavy gun shooting coming from 
Israeli military jeeps driving through the middle of the town. There was no obvious reason 
for this apart from frightening people locally. 
Monday 27th March: A local young man and photographer was captured in Jerusalem 
without Israeli permission to be there. He went there to visit a relative who was in hospital. 
Palestinians with green West Bank IDs have been deprived by Israel of their right to go to 
Jerusalem without special military 
permissions which are usually not 
possible to get. This divides 
families and is particularly stark 
when relatives are in hospital – 
babies, old people, people with 
serious illnesses. This means that 
people are forced to try to get 
there in any way they can, and 
sometimes put themselves at 
great risk in order to be able to 
support their relatives. 
Mohammmed Ayyad, having been 
caught, was immediately taken to 
court and given a sentence of a 
month’s imprisonment and told that he had to pay 
5000 NIS (over £1000) fine. This is well over a 
month’s money for being in Jerusalem. 
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Pictures from inside and close to 

Abu Dis Boys’ School on 30th March. 

Tuesday 28th March: Once again, the boys of Abu Dis were not able to get to the three 
schools near the University (Abu Dis Boys, Arab Institute, Jawarharlal Nehru School) 
because the Israeli military had put military jeeps near the schools and were throwing tear 
gas. Schools did not work that day. 

Tuesday 28th March: Walid Sharaf (see 9th March above) was given a sentence in a 
military court. He was imprisoned for five months and given a fine of three thousand 
shekels. 

Wednesday 29th March Remains of a 
home. On this morning the whole of Abu 
Dis heard a huge explosion, which was the 
demolition by Israeli forces of two homes in 
Jabal Mukkabar (now on the other side of 
the Separation Wall from Abu Dis). This 
appalling activity has made 14 people 
homeless. Horrible activities are continuing 
in Jerusalem and we have just heard that a 

Palestinian woman was killed by Israeli soldiers near Damascus Gate. The soldiers have 
now closed the area around. Hundreds of Palestinians have been killed since October 2015 
- most of them young. These are not numbers, they are people with homes and families 
and a community that miss them. 

Thursday 30th March: This injury to a 15-
year old from a rubber bullet was one of a 
number sustained before school in Abu Dis 
on 30th March. The Israeli army put jeeps in 
the area of the two secondary boys' schools 
as if they had made a plan to disrupt and 
stop the schools today. Tear gas and 
shootings with rubber bullets met the boys 
before they arrived at school, and the 
schools were forced to close (for the fourth 
time this month) because the tear gas made 
it impossible for them to stay open.  
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30th March is Land Day, 
commemoration of a day in 
1976 when the Israeli army 
shot and killed demonstrators 
protesting against the 
confiscation of land - and on 
that day too, Ali Afaneh from 
Abu Dis, aged 11, was shot 
and killed when on a 
demonstration after school 
against the developing Israeli 
settlements (his story is in 
our book "Voices from Abu 

Dis")  

 
 
Friday 31st March:  
 

A PARENT’S STORY   
 
Our family got ready to celebrate my daughter’s 5th birthday on the verandah outside our house – it is a nice 
space and the weather was OK. But as soon as we sat down, tear gas started to come to us in a very heavy way 
and affected us all including the children, so we had to move in a hurry inside our house.  The tear gas continued 
till late at night. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CADFA 
www.cadfa.org 
 

Pictures from in and from close to 

Abu Dis Boys’ School on 30th March. 

Tear gas in the street in Abu 

Dis on 31st March. 

http://www.cadfa.org/

