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CADFA Update 
1st August 2017 
 

 
In memory of Mohammed Lafee killed 
by the Israeli army on 20th July, and of 
Yousef Kashoor, killed on 21st July. 
 
Dear all 
            
*Big CADFA news below* 
 

CADFA visits to Palestine 
  

 

 

 
 
Bad news from Abu Dis.  
 
There has been very bad news in the 
past two weeks in Palestine. Though 
the Jerusalem protestors have had 
some successes in pushing the 
Israelis to remove electronic gates 
from the doors of the Al Aqsa 
compound, there were many injuries, 
arrests and deaths on the way.  
 
Three people in Abu Dis have died as 
a result. Mohammed Mahmoud Lafee 
(18) was shot in the back by Israeli 
soldiers on Friday 20th July. Yousef 
Kashoor (20), a friend of his, died the 
next day during the clashes that 

IF YOU LIKE WHAT WE DO, 
PLEASE JOIN US!  
 
This is hugely important to us 
in keeping us going at a very 
difficult time. You can join 
CADFA here 
http://www.cadfa.org/get-
involved/ 
 
Also if you have time, please 

offer to volunteer – there is so 

much that needs doing and we 

try to support our volunteers 

properly ☺ - See below 

LAST-MINUTE PLACES ON 
September visit to Palestine! 
Also room in November. 
September's visit is a Summer 
School on Palestine together 
with the Al Quds 
University.  November's is a 
general visit. Get in touch 
quickly for more information. 

http://www.cadfa.org/get-involved/
http://www.cadfa.org/get-involved/
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followed, and Yousef's step-mother 
had a fatal heart attack at the 'azza for 
her son (the three-day period when 
people visit a family to give their 
condolences after someone 
dies). Many others were injured and 
arrested. Yousef’s father was arrested 
by the Israelis the day after his wife 
died and two days after his son. 
 
One of our volunteers in Abu Dis wrote 
about this here: 
 
http://abudisvolunteers.blogspot.co.uk/
2017/07/walking-into-tragedy.html 
 
The situation is so appalling. We have 
written to our representatives (MPs, 
MEPs, FCO) to bring this to their 
attention and ask for a meeting with 
them. We made this an open letter so 
we can add your signatures to those of 
the organisation – there is still time 
to sign it here.   

https://www.change.org/p/keir-

starmer-hope-for-palestine 

 
 
Children’s summer camp brings 
some relief. 
  
 
It has been great to have a summer 
camp for children in Dar Assadaqa – 
the centre that CADFA supports in Abu 
Dis. This is the 12th summer camp that 
we have run there and sounds like one 

of the best.  Currently there are 
apparently 40 children going daily - 
hard to believe for those who know 
how small the building is - but the hard 
work of volunteers from Palestine and 
the UK is keeping the young people 
busy, happy and also productive. The 
photos of their work are lovely.   
 
You can see pictures of the camp on 
the Dar Assadaqa Facebook page 
here. 
 
One of our volunteers started 
this appeal to raise money for the 
summer camp. We are also grateful 
to Camden NUT and our UK 
volunteers for other contributions. We 
would like to ask you to help build the 
fund higher as Dar Assadaqa has no 
funding except from us. If we can raise 
more money than needed for the camp 
(we haven’t approached this, yet, as 
the falling pound is making everything 
expensive for us),  any money that is 
not used for the summer camp will be 
productively used for young people's 
activities during the year. Many thanks 
to those of you who already have done 
this. 
 
Please donate here, if you can –   
 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Summ
erCamp2017 
 

 
 
A Voice for Young Palestinians.  

 
Last year, we 
started a project 
based at Dar 
Assadaqa in Abu 
Dis called A Voice 
for Young 
Palestinians. 
This aims to build 
the skills of young 
Palestinians in 

http://abudisvolunteers.blogspot.co.uk/2017/07/walking-into-tragedy.html
http://abudisvolunteers.blogspot.co.uk/2017/07/walking-into-tragedy.html
https://www.change.org/p/keir-starmer-hope-for-palestine
https://www.change.org/p/keir-starmer-hope-for-palestine
https://www.facebook.com/DarAlsdaqtDarAssadaqa/
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SummerCamp2017
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SummerCamp2017
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using media and speaking out about 
their situation, to help them to reach 
Britain - to help us in turn to campaign 
for human rights in Palestine.   
 
You can see some of their posts on 
the CADFA blogs - women / students/ 
youth..  
 
We are grateful to the MSN Trust and 
to Interpal for helping us last year. 
However, we have no standing funding 
to keep our activities going and aim for 
more to improve the media facilities at 
Dar Assadaqa. So we are are actively 
searching for ways to keep this going 
in the coming year.  
 
If you can help, please do! 
 

 
 
Visa equality campaign. 
  

 
 
Our most recent visit from Palestine in 
early July was a leaders' training for 
the beginning of the Erasmus+ (EU) -
funded Ma'an project - See the blog 
here.  It went well in many ways but 
we were very disappointed that one of 
our participants - Mounia Jaffal, who 
works with women at Dar Assadaqa - 
was not able to come as her passport 
was not returned a month after the 
visa decision was made. We think 
(cannot prove it) that it got mislaid by 
Aramex, who were meant to be 
delivering it....  
 
This is yet another twist to the 
difficulties faced by Palestinians, while 

Israelis can come here with no visas. 
And of course to the financial 
difficulties faced by a small 
organisation working with Palestine, as 
we will now not get the funding for the 
ticket and other preparations that we 
made for Mounia to come... 
 
The issue of the visa is not just about 
travel for us, but points to the real 
inequality in treatment of 
Palestinians and Israelis by our own 
government, and to our government's 
acceptance of the apartheid situation 
in Palestine, where Israel has set itself 
up as a quasi-European state (no visa 
needed) on top of the land of the 
Palestinians - who are treated as 
second-class citizens both in their own 
land and by our government. Please 
join us in building the visa equality 
petition much bigger, by signing, 
sharing and raising this issue with 
everyone you can. Here is the petition. 
 
https://www.change.org/p/tobias-
ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-
palestinians-and-israelis 
 

 
 
Free Speech on Palestine – we need 
your help 
 
We’re continuing to act on the issue of 
free speech on Palestine.  For many 
years, pressures, slurs and smears 
have been some of the big issues 
facing people who want to talk 
honestly about what is going on in 
Palestine.  
 
We have faced this directly. A public 
example was when our Kentish Town 
Community Centre cancelled the 
booking for our International Women’s 
Day event in March – outrageous, we 
think. They repeated allegations about 
our speaker that day that were cleared 
in a House of Lords investigation – and 

http://nissaacad.blogspot.co.uk/
http://cadfastudent.blogspot.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/ndows/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/youthcadfa.blogspot.co.uk
https://www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-israelis
https://www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-israelis
https://www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-israelis
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had no business to mess our event up 
or cause more work by cancelling the 
booking. 
 
As well as issues like this which are 
public, there are also many silent 
forms of censorship.  These have been 
happening for years and are building in 
frequency. We have to work in a 
context where other organisations and 
individuals are being made to feel it is 
risky to look at human rights in 
Palestine.  
 
What we are saying is legitimate, 
and it needs to be said. 
 
This is central to the work for CADFA: 
it is important that the world should not 
turn away from the systematic 
violations of human rights in Palestine, 
as we all have a role in putting the 
situation right.  

 
Our twinning work and the exchanges 
we are famous for create an 
opportunity for people to meet 
Palestinians as equals and understand 
the issues. But we need your help in 
extending this work outwards. 
 
We can provide speakers and 
materials, we can organise workshops, 
we can explain to people who are 
worried about talking about Palestine 
that what we do is lawful, inclusive, 
reasonable, objective – We want the 
opportunity to do this. 

 
Our new home is going to help us a lot 
this autumn. We can invite people to 
meet and talk.  
 
We also want to multiply the 
number of talks, events, outside 
and inside occasions with people all 
over Camden and the local area and 
indeed further afield if that is where 
you live. 
 
Please be in touch to help us organise 
a chance to talk to others at 

- Your workplace 
- Your union 
- Your school or college 
- Your home if you want to 

organise a small event 
- Your organisation 
- Your  neighbourhood – We are 

happy (as long as we cover 
costs) to organise small events 
in community centres, etc 

- Street parties/ festivals near you 
- Other!! 

 
Please help us extend our 
programme outwards. 
 

 
 
CADFA Project news 
 
We have just been disappointed by the 
news that two good projects that we 
submitted to Erasmus at the last 
deadline were put "on reserve". They 
acknowledged that they were good but 
said there was not enough money - Is 
Brexit beginning to bite?  It will be a 
disappointment too to our partners in 
Denmark, Portugal, Italy, Bulgaria and 
France. 
 
Girls' football visit 
 
One of these projects was for a sports 
exchange for young girls in the UK, 
which we hoped would help enable the 
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Palestinian girls' football visit that we 
(and they) are so keen on. As it hasn't 
worked (at least so far), we will have to 
find other ways to raise the money. 
Please get in touch if you are happy to 
help with this. 
 

 

 
Join the visit to France?  
 
We are now building our group of UK 
participants for the Ma'an project 
exchange to France in October - going 
alongside a group from Palestine. This 
is for people under 25. Please contact 
us for details. 
 

 
 
Money and membership 
 
We hope that it might be possible in 
the end to get the projects we have 
applied for (see above) and be in a 
position to get future ones, but once 
again we are having to work very hard 
to keep going, and it has become very, 
very clear that we cannot depend on 
anyone but our friends and supporters. 
So   
 
WE MUST massively increase 
CADFA's membership. We want to 
ask you to help  
 
If you are a member, and if you can, 
would you consider donating a little 
more?  

If you are not a member, would you 
join us? 
And either way, can you interest your 
friends... ?  
One idea… Maybe bring them along to 
the cafe (see below) to see what we 
are doing, to encourage them? If you 
want us to organise a special meal for 
them there,  just ask! It is possible! 
 

 
 

Big news for CADFA.  

 
CADFA in London is about to have a 
new home - much-needed and very 
exciting.  
 

CADFA members, please come to 
the  CAFE WARMING on Saturday 
19th August ! 

 
From mid-August, we will be sharing 
premises with a new cafe/shop in 
Kentish Town (name being settled 
now – Café Palestina is a possibility).  
Note that the café will not be run by 
CADFA itself but by a new non-profit 
company with the same aims as 
CADFA (human rights in Palestine) set 
up to house and help CADFA’s work. 
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The café is small and in a quiet place! 
But it has several rooms. It will be 
open daily, serve Palestinian food one 
evening a week, have Palestinian 
products for sale and host small 
events with local groups etc. 
 
CADFA will have a base in one of the 
rooms at the café - this will help us a 
lot.  We're developing a programme of 
meetings and activities for the autumn 
so hope to see you then if you're away 
now.  
 
Look out for our meeting dates 
specially if you are interested in 

- Arabic classes with our new 
Palestinian volunteer 

- Volunteering with CADFA 
- CADFA leadership training  
- Youth, women’s, students, 

education links 
- Discussion groups on 

Palestine 
- Our Palestine library 
- Social media and 

campaigning training 
Etc etc etc…  
 
There are so many good things we can 
do. The cafe crew need help of various 
sorts to keep this going. Let us know if 
you can volunteer. 

 
 
Volunteer news.  
 
Abu Dis. If you would be interested in 
becoming a volunteer in Abu Dis 
please contact us. We are interested in 
people with all sorts of skills and in 
particular communication skills/ 
interest in people so they can work at 
Dar Assadaqa.  
 
London We have recently said 
goodbye to our intern Jean, from 
Bordeaux - though he had become 
one of the CADFA family in nine 
months and we hope to see him again. 

 

CADFA MEMBERS 

We hope you’ll join our 

CAFÉ-WARMING  
SAT.19th AUGUST 

(Preview day for CADFA 

members)  

Morning – Palestinian 

breakfast (10-2) 

Afternoon – Tea and cakes 

(2-5) 

Evening - Palestinian food 

and music, special event 

(From 7pm). 
   

Please reserve your evening 

place via contact@cadfa.org  
 
We were also sorry to see Marguerite 
go – our volunteer from Belgium - but 
glad that she went on to help with the 
summer camp in Abu Dis. We're very 
happy to welcome Rawan from Gaza 
and of course are not forgetting our 
long-standing volunteers and helpers 
from here.  
 
Please do get in touch if you would 

be able to help CADFA on a one-off 

or regular basis - there is so much 

to do, and with the cafe, there will 

be even more!  

CADFA Camden Abu Dis Friendship 

Association | Linking together for human 

rights | PO Box 74047, London NW5 9HH 

|cadfa.org | FB: CADFA (Camden Abu 

Dis Friendship Association) | Twitter: 

@camdenabudis | CADFA Education, 

company number 10687584 | CADFA 

Charity number 1112717

mailto:contact@cadfa.org
http://cadfa.org/
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