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s 

 

Dear CADFA members and 

friends 

 
It is time for an update to CADFA 
members and supporters. The first two 
months of 2016 were full of intense 
CADFA activity in Britain and Palestine.  
The situation in Palestine continues 
grim. There are many upcoming 
activities and projects – and once again 
we need your help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECENT CADFA ACTIVITIES 

 
 

The first two months of 2016 have been very 
busy as they have included THREE ten-day 
CADFA exchanges, this time for teachers,  
twinning leaders and university students. The 
three projects had between them eighty 
central participants and also included 
hundreds of other people: their reach was 
large. These were not just visits but carefully-
planned projects (supported by Erasmus + via 
the British Council). They have pushed 
forward our work in school and university 
linking and have brought in new partners for 
our work in Britain and in Palestine. 
 
 

 

PLEASE JOIN US 

Find CADFA on 

Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram and at 

cadfa.org 

mailto:contact@cadfa.org
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TEACHERS and LINKED SCHOOLS 

See the school blogs an 

teachersinaction2016.blogspot.co.uk 

JANUARY 2016 saw 

14 teachers from 

Palestine join 14 

teachers from the 

UK on the Teachers 

in Action project. 

This began with a 

residential in 

Shropshire to learn 

about the  

ways that the other 

group works, and to 

plan for visits to 

linked schools in Liverpool, Pendle, Llanidloes, 

Northampton, Tower Hamlets as well as 

Camden. The Palestinian teachers also made 

visits to other schools, in Chester, Knighton 

and mid-Wales and Hackney, many of them 

now interested in making new links to 

Palestine.  

PREVENT 

We were proud to work with the NUT 

nationally as well as with many local branches 

and to finish the exchange with a conference 

at the NUT. One of the outcomes of this 

conference was a discussion about Prevent.* 

CADFA are very concerned about the ways 

that this government strategy works.  It seems 

that ignorance/ not enough knowledge 

combined with pressure of time is pushing 

schools to self-censor and avoid areas they 

are uncertain about.  We have been told for 

example that some schools have been 

worried about doing any work with Palestine.  

CADFA believes that some of this caution is 
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wrongly-applied and counter-productive, and 

has produced a statement on this issue. We 

hope to have a public meeting about this very 

soon, possibly again at the NUT. 

The Teachers in Action project continues with 

linked work between the schools – supported 

by our EVS volunteers – and there will be a 

follow-up exchange of teachers from the UK 

going to Palestine in October 2016. 

LEADERS 

See twinninginaction.blogspot.co.uk 

(the project blog) – This has photos 

and reports from many of the 

exchange visits over the past year 

and a half. 

FEBRUARY 2016 began for CADFA with the 

first part of the Twinning in Action project 

held in Palestine.  This was: a ‘networking 

and training visit’ for the leaders of our 

twinning work with young people and 

followed our successful leaders’ visit to the UK 

in December 

2014.   This visit brought people from the UK 

and Palestine together in a residential in the 

north of the West Bank and then in Abu Dis. 

Together we looked at the twinning 

exchanges, communication 

and links work and made 

plans for the next stages. 

The situation in Palestine is 

grim, and at the end of the 

visit the participants agreed 

a letter (pasted below**) 

which has been sent to all of 

their MPs and MEPs. 

PARTNERS 

Working with partners has been important to 

CADFA for many years now and it’s clear that 

our contribution to Britain-Palestine links has 

been strong not only in Camden and Abu Dis 

but (particularly through the exchanges we 

run and the experience we have built up) to 

twinning links across the country. Our work 

has gradually grown beyond Camden and Abu 

Dis to reach across England and Wales and 

also Palestine.  Very often the high points and 

achievements that our partners cite are 

events or visits that are a part of our projects, 

or supported by our volunteers.   

 

(picture from the village of Assawiya, whose link to 

Llanidloes in Mid-Wales has had a CADFA 

connection from the beginning) 

Included in the Twinning in Action visit were 

people from some of the twinning groups that 

we have been working with recently,  for 

example in the  Teachers in Action project,  

and the whole group were able to visit a 

number of Palestinian places which have 
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twinning partners in Britain and to discuss 

next steps.   

STUDENTS 

See cadfastudent.blogspot.co.uk (our 

student blog) and also 

twinninginaction.blogspot.co.uk (the 

project blog)  

The second half of February 2016 was our first 

student exchange of the year, again part of 

Twinning in Action and an exchange to 

Palestine.  Twelve students from the UK (plus 

leaders) joined a bigger group from Palestine 

in a residential in Jericho, and then in Abu Dis 

where they were based at the Al Quds 

University. They learned a lot about each 

other’s lives as students and about the human 

rights situation in Palestine, and worked in 

groups on a media product. These were 

shown at a conference in the Al Quds 

University. We feel really proud of what they 

achieved (with no special equipment!) and are 

putting their films on our Facebook page – 

CADFA (Camden Abu Dis Friendship 

Association) -and our website.   

We are 

optimistic 

about this 

visit 

leading to 

new 

twinning 

work 

between 

student groups and will be working to support 

this. We have been asked to organise a 

further student visit, later in the year (perhaps 

November) and welcome enquiries. 

 

WOMEN 

See 

nissacad.blogspot.co.uk 

(our women’s blog) 

We are making plans now for a 

young women’s visit to Palestine 

in April, again a part of the 

Twinning in Action project – but 

continuing our tradition since 

2006 of at least one women’s 

exchange a year. This year’s is 

the first to Palestine since the 

Stories from our Mothers project in 2009 

(look out for the book if you haven’t seen it, 

and we’re showing the film next Wednesday).  

It promises to be very exciting as it will link to 

a number of women’s organisations in 

Palestine 

We have not finalised the list of participants 

– so if you are a woman under 30 you still 

have time to apply if you are very quick! 

BRUNSWICK 

CENTRE 

STALL 

 

 

 

 

The women’s links group continues to run 

a stall every Saturday at the Brunswick 

Centre. Well done them…. Please support 

it. 

 This is an old picture from one of our 

women’s exchanges from Palestine to the U 



5 
 

YOUTH 

See youthcadfa.blogspot.co.uk (our 

youth  blog). Via this you can see 

some of our school blogs. 

The final Youth Exchange in the Twinning in 

Action project will be Year 13 school students 

in July (just after A levels). Most of the group 

are busy already fundraising and preparing,  

(There will be one more visit in Twinning in 

Action after this: this will be a leaders’ training 

meeting with the final conference, in 

September 2016). 

The youth visit to Palestine will follow last 

year’s Twinning in Action youth visit to the UK 

(Norfolk and London) (here are the 

handbooks from last yebove a pic from the 

residential in Norfolk, and below the 

handbooks from last year).  

That was 

the latest 

in a series 

of youth 

visits that 

began in 

2006 – we 

have done 

one or 

sometimes two exchanges of school-age 

young people (usually 13 to 14) since then.  

These have all been really positive, helped 

CADFA on with its work and opened doors 

and new ideas to young people in both 

countries.  

There are some spaces, still, in this group and 

young men are underrepresented and 

specially encouraged to apply. 

VOLUNTEERS in the UK 

See cadfalondon.blogspot.co.uk/ 

http://cadfaarabi.blogspot.co.uk/ 

We currently have two volunteers from 

Palestine who will be celebrating their time 

with us (and with you we hope) on 9th March 

– and shortly after that returning to Palestine. 

We are expecting two more young 

Palestinians, a young woman from France and 

possibly another from Europe, soon. They will 

be available to help with CADFA work – talks, 

events, school and college work, stalls and 

blogs. Please get in touch with us if this is 

relevant to your organisation. 

We are also still looking for suitable CHEAP 

accommodation for one of the Palestinian 

volunteers for anything from one or two 

months to five months. Please let us know if 

you can help. 

VOLUNTEERS to Palestine 

We’re currently not sending EVS volunteers to 

Palestine but there are opportunities for self-

funded volunteers. CADFA volunteers are 

asked to help with twinning work, through 

media work, help with English, supporting 

linked schools and university groups and work 

at Dar Assadaqa community centre. Do ask if 

you’d like more information. 

CADFA VISITS TO PALESTINE 

With the comments we have made on the 

situation in Palestine below, the first thing we 

must say is that health and safety are the top 

of our concern on our visits. We will not take 

people who will not listen to our advice, and 

work hard to keep people safe. Our visits are 

run by Palestinians and are always very highly 

recommended. We are currently preparing for 

- A young women’s visit in April 

- A general visit in September October 

- Others are possible. 
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Please find our application form on the 

website and write to contact@cadfa.org 

REPORT FROM ABU DIS + PALESTINE 

Look at our website cadfa.org for regular 

human rights reports from Abu Dis. 

The situation in Palestine is very bad.  Some of 

this is expressed in the letter below**.  

In recent visits, we met very many old and 

newer friends (including most of the teachers 

who came to on the Teachers in Action visit in 

Palestine).  Children who have joined our 

visits in previous years have become young 

adults and many people have good memories 

of their experience with CADFA; it was very 

interesting to hear from them. Our work at 

the University was particularly exciting; it is 

always great to be with young people who are 

full of hope and ambition. 

However, Abu Dis is suffering badly in the 

newest troubles (since October).  Many 

people including children have been arrested, 

many shot, and two people from the town 

have been killed. One of these was a student 

in Abu Dis Boys’ School. The Israeli army has 

invaded the Al Quds University campus on 

several occasions and entered people’s 

houses in the middle of the night. People are 

scared for their young people and try their 

best to keep them away from the clashes that 

happen regularly with the Israeli army; the 

smell of tear gas is familiar particularly on 

Friday afternoons (the Palestinian weekend, 

like our Sunday); and there is often shooting – 

and sometimes quite heavy - in the night. 

People choose not to travel on the roads if 

they can avoid it, as they go past military 

checkpoints, which seem more than ever 

dangerous. 

The problems for young people and families 

are compounded at the moment by a serious 

teachers’ strike: teachers in government 

schools have been on strike for almost a 

month. There is serious pressure on the 

Bedouin in the east of Abu Dis. We saw 

demolished houses and a school has been 

demolished in the last few days. 

INEQUALITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

We were formally welcomed to a number of 

Palestinian towns, villages and refugee camps 

where we have been known for years (as we 

have worked to support a number of twinning 

partnerships).  We were given formal reports 

which show the underlying problems of 

municipalities trying to operate under a 

military occupation which is at the same time 

supporting the development of Israeli 

settlements on the same land.  

These developments are against international 

law (excerpt from the Geneva conventions 

below***) and are a physical demonstration 

of the systematically unequal treatment of 

different people – often referred to as 

‘apartheid’.   

These settlements are being expanded all the 

time and equipped with sound infrastructure 

from the beginning and are allowed to drill 

deeper for water than the Palestinians – even 

(we saw this) in ‘Area A’ (the small areas of 

biggest Palestinian population that are the 
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Funded by Europe, destroyed by the IDF (Bedouin 

building at Jabal al-Baba). 

areas of maximum Palestinian control). But, 

for Palestinian people and their 

municipalities, the right to build water and 

infrastructure are a huge and serious 

problem.  We saw Bedouin houses that had 

been knocked down, places where schools 

were needed for Palestinians but 

the Israelis would not allow 

building, villages and towns 

ringed with settlements whose 

inhabitants they feared as they 

are armed and dangerous. We 

heard from farmers desperate 

because their crops could not be 

watered, and this included people 

from Jericho, an oasis and centre 

of agriculture from the beginning 

of human time … The water was 

being taken off to the settlements. We heard 

from municipalities worried about the amount 

of water and struggling to deal with the 

sewage of towns that had grown while there 

were restrictions and refusals from the Israelis 

at every turn. 

TERRIBLE STORIES CLOSE TO US 

Since October 2015, Palestine has been going 

through an increasing time of uncertainty and 

fear.  About 200 people have been killed (in 5 

months), most of them shot by the Israeli 

army and settlers.  

On our recent visit (when even people who 

had been recently were struck by the on-

going spread of the settlements), we saw how 

frightened Palestinians are of the roads and 

the checkpoints, how people are trying to 

keep their sons away from clashes, how 

common the smell of teargas is in the streets 

and the sound of gunfire in the night, how sad 

and empty the normally-bustling markets of 

Jerusalem – except for soldiers, and settlers 

sometimes aiming for the Al Aqsa Mosque. 

It is a huge time of grief and worry.  It is 

almost impossible to stop this big number of 

people killed becoming another list as this is 

happening at such a rate, but of course they 

are real human beings with friends, lives and 

families. 

We were deeply sad to hear that our 

volunteer from last year, Nadine, lost her 

cousin in October (one of these young men). 

We have been told that there is a video of him 

being shot in Jerusalem, with someone 

shouting as background to the video, 

‘Someone is being killed in front of my eyes! 

He was doing nothing!’   

Last week, we were told horrible news of a 

young mother from Husan (near Bethlehem) 

who was shot in her car yesterday morning 

leaving five children.  

We heard last week of the killing of the fifth 

university student from Al Quds University 

during this time. He was shot in his head 

when on the roof of his house in Qalandia 

camp.  
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CADFA visitors joined a Abu Dis protest calling for the release of Mohammed al-Qeeq. 

There is news all the time of invasions of 

houses by the army, arrests of children and 

adults – the number of prisoners is rising at an 

alarming rate – and house demolitions. 

There was GOOD news (cruelly late) when the 

Israelis agreed to free the prisoner 

Mohammed al-Qeeq after a hunger strike of 

94 (ninety-four) days … he had been held 

under administrative detention and had no 

charge against him.  Even then, they will not 

Some CADFA people from UK and Palestine at 

tail end of a demonstration in Abu Dis for 

freedom for Mohammed al Qeeq with 

notiactually let him go till May although now 

he has started to eat again and his family have 

visited him. But there are many other 

administrative detainees and dozens of them 

are on hunger strike at the moment.   

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF ABU DIS 

Adel Salah in front row second from right. 

We were very pleased to meet the Mayor of 

Abu Dis, Adel Salah. He is an old friend of 

CADFA, which has been working in Abu Dis for 

over twelve years now. He talked of how 

important it is to people in Palestine to have 

these international links and for people to see 

the real situation in Palestine.  

He told us of the importance of the issues of 

education and the environment in Abu Dis. 

The town has been trying to expand the 

schools but there is a problem of space. He 

told us of the problems Abu Dis faces with the 

quality of groundwater and with the issue of 

sewage: the town is growing but Israel will not 

allow the municipality to build a proper 

infrastructure to deal with the problem.  As 

previous Abu Dis Mayors have done, he sent a 

greeting to Camden Council and said how 

much they would like to formalise the 

friendship between Abu Dis and Camden that 

has built over the years. 

 

CADFA’S WORK IN PALESTINE 

Our work concentrates on human rights, 

media & communications and international 

links.  The exchanges we organise are 

particularly well-known and we are always 

being asked to do more. Both in Abu Dis and 

across Palestine, there are many centres and 

organisations interested in working with us 

and we are developing a number of projects. 

Dar Assadaqa community centre in 

Abu Dis is the centre of our work in 

Palestine but it is in great need of 

refurbishment: it needs more staff 

and more resources.  Following 

discussions with people there, we 

are about to launching a fundraising 

campaign to support and redevelop 

Dar Assadaqa 
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JERUSALEM 

Jerusalem is a sad city at the moment, and its 

people badly under pressure at all levels. We 

are hoping to organise a month of meetings, 

action and focus on the city, to explain more 

and call for action – Come and join us on 

Wednesday or keep an eye on our mailings for 

more information. 

 

CALLING FOR ACTION ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS  IN PALESTINE  

**Here is the letter that has been recently 

sent out to the MPs and MEPs of the 

people on our project. If you are able to 

adapt it/ use it/ write your own to your 

own MPs and MEPs, please will you do 

that? 

 

Dear …. 
 
We have just taken part in the Twinning in 
Action programme* and have been in 
Palestine for twelve days. During this time, we 
have visited villages, towns, refugee camps, 
the countryside, Jerusalem, a Bedouin 
community, universities, schools, youth clubs, 
an ex-prison, been through military 
checkpoints, seen the growing Israeli 
settlements (including many new settlements) 
all over the hills, and heard numerous stories 
from people of all sorts whom we met through 
the programme or people that we met by 
chance. We have heard of people’s mothers, 
husbands, children, friends, killed, injured, 
imprisoned – We see a whole community 
constrained by pass laws reminiscent of 
apartheid South Africa. 
 
It is now 68 years since the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and we are 
appalled to see the suffering of people here, 
the systematic violation of their human rights, 
the deep divisions along ethnic lines and to 
find so many feeling so hopeless. 
 

Information on all of these issues is in the 
public sphere and must be well-known. It is 
clear that there have been years of statements 
and fine speeches, but the urgent issue is for 
real action to make international law apply 
here and for human rights to be respected 
equally for all people including Palestinians. 
 
This is a matter of urgent priority and we are 
asking for your help – See the CADFA petition 
attached, for example.  We would be happy to 
come and to speak to you further on this issue 
if it would help to make it central to your 
concerns. 
 

Yours sincerely  
 

 (…) 
 

*twinninginaction.blogspot.co.uk, project 

organised by CADFA and funded by Erasmus + 

(EU funding). 

 


