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Palestinian children’s visit October 

Palestinian children’s event in 

Camden, 11
th

 October 

Fundraising meal and CADFA 

AGM, 12
th

 October 

www.camdenabudis.net 

contact@camdenabudis.net 

 

 

CADFA Update  

September 2014 

 

 

Linking together for 

human rights 

 

Getting off to  

a good new start  

after that horrible summer. 
 

Dear   CADFA members and friends  

After a long and difficult summer 

dominated for us and our friends in Abu 

Dis by the horrendous news from Gaza, a 

new year has begun. We cannot forget the 

war on Gaza  or the children and families 

who were killed, injured, made homeless 

or bereaved. (*) . (Or our friends in Abu Dis 

whose children are already being disturbed 

in their schooling by tear gas from Israeli 

soldiers). 

We’re all back at work now  – and CADFA 

are happy to have agreement to two big 

projects from Erasmus + (and EU funding 

body) that we hope will take this work 

from strength to strength over the next 

two years..  

See below – join us – join in! 

http://www.camdenabudis.net/
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News from Palestine 

GAZA WAR | SETTLEMENTS | 

EVICTIONS | IMPRISONMENT 

During the past year, CADFA has developed 

links with Gaza as we had tried twice to bring 

groups of young people on our exchanges, an
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were defeated both times as our visitors were 

not allowed to travel. During the time of heavy 

bombing of Gaza, we were very worried both 

about people we knew (or knew of) and about 

the people in general. Huge numbers were 

killed, including children (over 2000 including 

over 500 children) ; an even greater number 

were seriously injured (estimated 12000) and 

will live with this all of their lives; hundreds of 

thousands were bereaved, displaced from their 

homes or otherwise massively affected by a 

long and shocking attack on civilians, their 

hospitals, schools and homes. 

More settlements 
Immediately following this outrage was the 

announcement by Israel that it planned to take 

over further huge stretches of the West Bank. 

We know from our friends in Abu Dis what pain 

this causes, and this settlement building in 

occupied territory is squarely in contravention 

of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 

More evictions 
News that the Israeli government want to 

move the Bedouin from east of Abu Dis to 

make room for the settlements (and push 

them all to the constricted lands in East 

Jerusalem). 

More child prisoners 
Abu Dis Boys’ School has many missing 

students as the Israelis continue to arrest 

children and hold them for months and 

sometimes years. Four students from the 

school have been arrested this year and others 

are still in prison from last year. 

 

Child prisoners from Abu Dis at the moment 

include Khalil Qreia who was was first arrested 

at the age of 13 and visited us in London after 

that. We have an interview with him about his 

first arrest, which we will play at the 

Palestinian Children Speak Out events in 

October. 

 

More administrative detention 

Above, Hassan Shehada from Abu Dis has just 

had his term of administrative detention in 

Israeli prison extended.  How very cruel: he 

was told about his continued imprisonment on 

the day he was meant to be released.  This is 

imprisonment with no trial. 

 

Many of you joined in activities calling for the 

release of Samir Issawi, who endured a  very 

long hunger strike last year. The Israelis have 

rearrested him with no charge and he is now 

seriously ill.  
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Nick, CADFA EVS volunteer, working with 

children at Dar Assadaqa, summer 2014 

 

CADFA project news 

After what feels like a long, long wait, CADFA 

are very pleased to have had agreements 

from Erasmus +  (new EU funder) for two big 

projects that we hope to get started on soon. 

One is Ta’awun – Co-operation, a new EVS 

(European Voluntary Service) project  - see 

below – and the other one, ‘Twinning in 

Action’ is going to support our links and 

exchanges for women, students and children 

as well as for youth workers – over two years.  

We will still have to do a lot of work to build 

the match-funding for these projects, but this 

is very exciting news and should take our 

work to thousands (really thousands) of new 

people. 

Volunteer in Palestine with CADFA 

Find out more at 

http://camdenabudis.net/volunteerinpalestin

e.html 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four new CADFA EVS volunteers are about to 

head to Palestine where they will work as 

twinning volunteers based at Dar Assadaqa. 

Their job is to focus on communication, 

supporting links between schools and 

community centres in Britain and Palestine 

(mainly Camden and Abu Dis) and to send 

reports back that you will be able to see on our 

blogs – see our website – including 

abudisvolunteers.blogspot.co.uk 

Volunteer in UK  too 
 

Volunteer with CADFA. Can you help us with 

the children’s visit, student visit, stalls, 

freshers’ fairs, talks, distributing leaflets, 

events? There is a lot to do and good people 

to do it with. Please get in touch if you have 

time to help from home or from our office 

We’re happy to have been given another EVS 

(European Voluntary Service) volunteering 

project to the UK: the idea is to bring young 

Palestinians to London along with young 

people from Germany, Spain and France to 
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work on CADFA projects promoting twinning 

with Palestine for human rights.    

Our best volunteers have helped us a great 
deal - they have worked in school clubs, 
university links, spoken at events in Camden 
and elsewhere, helped with local outreach 
including stalls, communicated about our work 
in English and their own languages on blogs 
and in the press. ..   
 

Well done Shahd 

 
EVS here is a great opportunity for our young 
volunteers in their personal lives too and it is 
good to see people moving on from it in very 
positive directions.   
 

 
Congratulations to our  EVS volunteer from Feb 
to July 2014, Shahd (left),, who is expecting to 
be back again in the UK in January - she has 
been accepted on to a post-graduate course  at 
Coventry University!   
 

Here is some of the work she did when she was 
here till July on one of the volunteer blogs 
from before the summer.. 
.http://cadfalondon.blogspot.co.uk/  
 

 The problem with EVS 
 

This really exciting project is really expensive 
for us. EVS does not reckon to pay the full cost  
but CADFA is a small organisation and the 
shortfall is big for us – we don’t have any on-
going source of core funding..  We ask our 
volunteers going to Palestine to help us to 
fundraise before they go, and that helps a bit. 
But EVS in London is hugely expensive, so at 
the time of writing we are still trying to work 
out if we can afford to take on the project.  
 

Can you help perhaps?  If you could help us 
with  accommodation, catering, occasional 
outings or become part of  our volunteer 
support group, we would like to hear from you 
– as soon as you can 
 
Above – Lucile in a classroom, Shahd gathering 
petition signatures. 
! 

http://cadfalondon.blogspot.co.uk/
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Kids’ visit 1-12 October 
 
We have been running kids’ visits from Palestine every year since 
2006. This year we did not have any outside funding and have 
made this work with the help of our partners in   Pendle, Chester, 
Northampton and working with ex-EVS volunteers and friends in 
Manchester to make an event there. 
 
So we will have a smaller group this year but they will have a 
great time, visiting Pendle, Lancashire, Manchester, Chester, 
North-ampton and London – and many young people will have 
the chance to meet and exchange experiences with them. We are 
still looking for many sorts of help with this visit – get in touch! 
Come along to one of the public events and meet them. kids. 

 

Camden public 

events in the 
children’s visit on 
Friday 10th and 

Saturday 11th 
October (see website) 
 

CADFA AGM on 

11th October, 
6pm, please check 

you are a member 
and come. This 

event will include a 
talk by Abdul Wahab 
Sabbah, CADFA co- 

ordinator in Abu Dis. 
 

Education links 

As well as the kids’ visit (see 

above) which will visit local 

schools we are setting up 

lunchtime twinning clubs for 

the new year... We are also 

considering another 

teachers’ visit to Abu Dis  

If you’re a teacher and not 

already involved, do be in 

touch.  

Above,  Abu Dis footballers 

Adam and Johar share via 

Skyoe in a CADFA event with 

a birthday cake for Adam, to 

celebrate their release after 

an effective campaign that 

many of you helped with. 

THANK YOU. 
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Twinning in Action!! 
 

Erasmus + funding is going to give a boost 
to our exchanges over the next two years – 
we will have exchanges TO Palestine as 

well as from Palestine – and exchanges for 
 Youth workers 
 Women 

 Students 

 Children 
 
Now is the time to build this up – we want 

your help in arranging 
 

 Talks to local organisations 

 Distribution of this update, our 

women’s and school newspapers, 

our leaflets and materials  

Be in touch.   

contact@camdenabudis.net 

 
 
 Student links 

We are planning our annual students’ visit 

from Palestine this autumn. We will bring 

students from across Palestine to meet 

students from universities across Britain. The 

aim of the visit is to raise awareness of the  

human rights issues in Palestine and promote 

student links between Palestine and Britain. 

See some of the things that happened last time 

– maantogether.blogspot.co.uk 

We’re happy to say we do have Erasmus + 

funding  to help this project now!  But we still 

need your help! Please see what you and your 

student union can do.  

Please help us set up meetings with 

your student union/ stalls at freshers’ 

fairs/ at your university and help us 

arrange useful events and meetings 

during the student visit. 

 

 Women’s links 

Women’s links with Abu Dis involve  the Dar 

Assadaqa women’s group  and the Insaan 

Gender Studies Centre  in Abu Dis and the 

Calthorpe Project in Camden... room for your 

group too! Work last year led to this 

newsletter which we hope to distribute widely 

to women’s centres and community centres in 

Camden this autumn. See the whole thing at 
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http://camdenabudis.net/docs/women%20in%

20action%20magazine.pdf 

Then is plenty of work to be done to build for a 

women’s visit in March.  

New people welcome! 

 

Youth workers’ exchange 

If you are a youth worker or want to 

be involved in leading groups of 

young people on twinning visits 

between the UK and Palestine, do get 

in touch. The Twinning in Action 

project is a wonderful opportunity for 

you to be involved – a residential in 

the Lake District with Palestinian 

youth leaders, the chance to lead 

groups here and in Palestine, an 

exciting training visit to Palestine, a 

conference at the end...  

Advice to you... ask us for an 

application form now!! 

 

 

Trade union links 

We have good relations with a number of 

unions in Camden  - thanks for your recent 

help to NUT and Unison in particular – but we 

think it’s time for a real boost of work with 

local union branches. If you are a trade 

unionist, is your branch affiliated to CADFA? Do 

you want us to come and give a talk? Let us 

know. 

 

Keep up 

Keep up with CADFA’s work on our email list 

(send us your email), on FB (like the CADFA 

(Camden Abu Dis) page, or twitter 

@camdenabudis. 

New website 

We expect to launch our new website 

at the CADFA AGM   

Our current website 

www.camdenabudis.net is full of 

information but very out of date in design.  

A very big thank you to our webmaster, 

Frances, who has worked daily to update it 

for so many years. 

Our new website will be hosted on 

www.cadfa.org (note that till the launch, 

this link will still take you to our existing, 

old one). 

 

 

    

JOIN US! 

By making a standing order, filling in a form 

or on-line via Paypal – see 

http://camdenabudis.net/joinus.html  

CADFA: Linking 

together for human rights  

http://camdenabudis.net/docs/women%20in%20action%20magazine.pdf
http://camdenabudis.net/docs/women%20in%20action%20magazine.pdf
http://www.camdenabudis.net/
http://www.cadfa.org/
http://camdenabudis.net/joinus.html

