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Israeli violations continued against the .

citizens of occupied Palestine including
Jerusalem and its suburbs. A student from Al
Quds university and another young man were
killed by Israeli soldiers in Qalandiya Camp on
the first day of Ramadan. Another young man
was killed in Sur Baher (part of Jerusalem) after
an Israeli military jeep drove into him. Israeli
security procedures at checkpoints around
Jerusalem were strengthened during Ramadan.
This report deals with the main violations in
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Building the Wall and Confiscating
Land
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967,
the Israeli authorities have seized tens of
thousands of donums of Palestinian land on
different excuses. Directly after the war, Israel
announced that it would annexe East
Jerusalem as if they were making it part of
Israel. Then they announced that the east side
of the West Bank — including the Jordan Valley
—was a series of closed military areas because
it was next to the border with Jordan. From the
middle of the 1970s, Israel started take huge
tracts of land from the occupied territories,
against international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility
of a future Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build
the Separation Wall. This increased the process
of taking over the land in the West Bank. They
isolated and confiscated extra areas of land
from the occupied territories to Israel, and up
to present, Israel has taken about 52% of the
land of the West Bank.
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A Palestinian source in Jerusalem confirmed
that in the middle of August, the Israeli Interior
Ministry agreed to the building of 2780 new
settlement unions in the settlements based on
the lands Jerusalem lands.

During the month of Ramadan, Israeli
bulldozers started digging works in the area of
Silwan. And settlers started a Jewish cinema
and reopened an old water channel in a tunnel
in Silwan
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal
off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb,
and they have made special "terminals1" for
people to go through to get into the city.

For the towns on the east of Jerusalem, the
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Israeli authorities built a terminal in a place
between the Mount of Olives and the town

of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying West Bank
passes and who have also got a permit,
following very long and complicated procedures,
specially now they use finger prints as well

as permits. And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem
road leading to the settlement of Maale
Adumim, they have put a checkpoint that can
only be used settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe the huge checkpoints, like international
frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Sunday 21* August, for the second day
running, there was a checkpoint on the road to
Maale Adumim, to the east of Aizaria. This led
to a big traffic jam in the morning period with
hundreds of cars waiting for very long and
complicated security procedures. The line of
cars reached kilometres inside Aizaria and
people started to call local radio stations and
Ma’an to complain about the extent of delay
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caused by this checkpoint.

Thousands of people were forced to stay for
hours in the very hot August sun.
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On Sunday 21* August, the Israeli police raised
the level of alert in Jerusalem after they received
information about a possible attack, as they said.
An official police spokesman said that they
increased their security procedures after hearing
definite information about a suicide attack, and
they put up checkpoints and had walking patrols
of soldiers. He said that the police were
conducting security checks not only on people
but also on cars.
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On Thursday 25" August in the evening, a Israeli
force blocked the street with big rocks near
Qalandia checkpoint in order to make it hard for
people going to Al Agsa Mosque.

The Israeli authorities announced that they
would improve the security at checkpoints in
order to stop people from reaching Jerusalem
‘illegally’ to pray in Al Agsa mosque on the last
Friday of Ramadan, known as Lailat il Qadr.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce
the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography of
Jerusalem. The most recent of these policies has
been to put great pressure on Palestinians of
Jerusalem, and led to many thousands of people
having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them.
Although five thousand families in Jerusalem
have lost their IDs since 1973, the Palestinians
still represent 35% of the population of
Jerusalem city itself, because many Jerusalemites
who had moved into the suburbs have moved
back to live inside the city since the Wall was
built. During just the year 2006, 1,363 Jerusalem
residents lost their Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli
Interior Ministry) This came after Israel had
separated Jerusalem completely from its
suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem IDs,
and many families who have mixed IDs live in
these suburbs. Note that most people in Abu Dis
have West Bank IDs but a minority have
Jerusalem IDs.
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On Tuesday 16th August near Har Homa
settlement (built on Abu Ghneim hill), an Israeli
military jeep hit Ameen Talib Dabash (30 years
old) from Sur Bahar — and killed him. Eye
withesses said that when the ambulance arrived,
they tried hard to save Ameen'’s life but they
could not because he had serious injuries.
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On Sunday 22nd August, the Israeli forces
decided to close Damascus Gate in Jerusalem
when people were coming out of the old city.
People were kept inside and the soldiers chased
them till they pushed them back into the Al Agsa
Mosque.
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On Tuesday 24th August, the Israeli authority
turned Jerusalem into a military camp.
Checkpoints around the city were closed and
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people were not allowed to say their prayers
inside the Old City. Even people who lived in the
Old City were not allowed to pray in the Al Agsa
Mosque unless they were over 50.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together
with the intelligence forces invaded houses
during the night, searched and damaged
things, and made several arrests during the
last month.
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A student from Al Quds University shot by Israeli
soldiers at pointblank range —

killed on the first day of Ramadan.

Moatassem Odwan, aged 22, a student of
media studies at the Al Quds University in Abu
Dis, was shot dead by Israeli soldiers from a
distance of 20 metres near his home in Qalandia
Refugee Camp on 1st August 2011. Another
young man was also killed and a third seriously
wounded with a bullet in his head. The Israeli
army invaded the refugee camp to arrest two
people (which they did) — these three were
nothing to do with this. The Israeli soldiers shot
live ammunition with no warning in a context
where there was no resistance: the people who
were shot were out with thousands of others
near their houses, celebrating the evening on the
first of Ramadan.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as
in the rest of Palestine. Among these there have
been many young people under the age of
eighteen; there are now 45 prisoners from Abu
Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there were 18
children. In addition there are currently more
than 60 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Saturday 6" August a report from the
Palestinian Ministry of Prisoners’ Affairs said that
the Israeli management of the prisons had
frozen all the money that used to be used for the
education of prisoners in the Hebrew Open
University. [They were already not allowed to
use the Palestinian Open University — see last
month’s report.] This meant that prisoners who
were students had lost all opportunity to
continue their education.

Note, 280 prisoners out of 6000 prisoners were
enrolled with the Hebrew Open University — but
had now lost this opportunity. Many of them

had actually been nearly finished. Also none of
the prisoners who were Towjehi [school finishing
exams] students were allowed to register for
next year’s exams.
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On Thursday 3™ August, Haitham Abedat was
released from Jalbooah Central Jail after he
finished a sentence of 12 years. He was moved
to many different jails and cells during this
period.
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On the first of August, B'tselem, an Israeli human
rights organisation published a report about the
imprisonment of Palestinian children. The report
says that in the period between 2005 and 2010,
the Israeli military court found only one child out
of 853 ‘not guilty’ on charges of throwing stones.
B’tselem had their information from data given
to them by an IDF spokesman who was implying
that it was kind of the Israeli military to charge
all the children ‘only’ with throwing stones.
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On Sunday 7" August, Mohammad Sabbah, 19
years old, was released from jail after spending
22 months and paying a fine of 4000 shekels.
Mohammad was arrested while he was in the
last year of Abu Dis Boys’ School.
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On Thursday 4t August, three prisoners were
released after they finished their sentence:

1 - Odei Mohammed Hismeh who spent 24
months inside;

2 — Nasser Jabarin who spent 22 months;

3 — Mohammed Hassan Erigat who spent 12
months inside. [ Note, this was Mohammad’s
third time inside Israeli prison since he was shot
and arrested in 2008 when he was 16 —see the
CADFA human rights report in December 2008]
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On Sunday 7" August, the lawyer of the
Palestinian Prisoners’ Ministry, Hussein al-
Sheikh, who had recently visited Atzion
Interrogation Centre, said that a Palestinian
child, aged 13, was raped by soldiers during his
arrest.

A lawyer had a statement by the brother of the
prisoner, Ammar Saadi Mohammed Jaber, 26
years old, who was arrested with his brother,
Mahmoud (13). Ammar said that he was beaten
severely by the soldiers all over his body inside
the police station in Qiriat Arbaa settlement
before he was moved to Atzion. The lawyer said
it was very obvious from marks on his face that
he had been beaten, and also he lost some of his
teeth.

The prisoner said that his brother, who was a
child, was also beaten and was taken to a side
room. Ammar was told that the soldiers would
rape his brother. So he attacked the soldiers to
try to protect his brother. All the soldiers started
to beat him severely and he was sent to court
and charged with trying to attack soldiers.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.h
tm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following

United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/
Pages/InternationallLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people
are:
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1-The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel
to stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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4. Equal treatment of people

“u

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the
rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.” (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph
1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.

12




