Abu
Dis

AP 11 ISRAELT HUNIETPAL AND SETTLEMENT JURISOICTION & EXPANSTON PLANS

The pressures on Jerusalem were
heightened this month with several attacks
on the Al Agsa mosque

The Israeli violations against the Palestinian
people in the town of Abu Dis continued. The
Al Agsa Mosque was targeted during this
month. Settlers and Israeli police invaded the
mosque compound several times and beat
people when they were at prayer. The Israel
authorities decided to change the direction of
building the Wall to include a village, Beit Iksa,
on the Jerusalem side of the Wall. This report
points to the main violations during this
month.
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The Separation Wal
No freedom of movement for

Palestinians...
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1967 . hugfe tra?cts of Ia.nd from the qccupied territories,
i against international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
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pas L By g8 ol (I Aliadll ol V) e L) | 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build the
Ly N I 1967 Alall die s jobias s ) ol Y1 | Separation Wall. This increased the process of
v e s . . | taking over the land in the West Bank. They
Aot Aal) dalin el 00 %52 < s isolated and confiscated extra areas of land from
the occupied territories to Israel, and up to
present, Israel has taken about 52% of the land
of the West Bank.
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On the 25" July, the Israeli Defence Ministry
decided to that the the village of Beit lksa in
north west Jerusalem would now come on the
south side of the Separation Wall [ the same side
as Jerusalem], despite the 2006 decision of the
Israeli government which put Beit Iksa on the
other side of the Wall. With this new decision,
more than 3000 citizens carrying West Bank IDs
will have huge problems because they will be in
the Jerusalem area without blue IDs. And
according to the rules according the annexation
of the village and its extensive lands will make it
possible for the Israelis to set up a Jewish
neighbourhood in the future around the village.
Israeli settlers claim that they own large areas of
land there which they bought.
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On Monday 27" July, a group of Jewish people,
at least 65 people, attacked the Al Agsa Mosque,
aiming to say Jewish prayers and hold a service
at the third closed door of the Mosque, which is
located within the building called the Marwani
Section.
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On Wednesday, 29" July, a group of Jewish
people, numbering 133 people, invaded the Al
Agsa Mosque, under the increased protection of
the Israeli police, and without any co-ordination
with the Muslim Wagf [mosque authorities].
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Israeli violations at the ¢  heckpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the
Separation Wall around Jerusalem they
have worked to seal off Jerusalem very
thoroughly from its suburb, and they
have made special "terminals1" for people to
go through to get into the city.

For the towns on the east of
Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities

built a terminal in a place between

the Mount of Olives and the town

of Aizariyeh to allow people

carrying West Bank passes and

who have also got a permit,

following very long and

complicated procedures, specially

now they use finger prints as well
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as permits. And at al-Zayem on

the Jerusalem road leading to the
settlement of Maale Adumim, they
have put a checkpoint that can

only be used settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe

the huge checkpoints, like international
frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Tuesday 23rd July, the Civil Administration
at the al Zaituna checkpoint told the
Palestinian people that they were lifting the
security restrictions on providing permits to go
to Jerusalem. It became clear that the reason
was for the Israeli security to renew the
personal security information that they held
about people, as it wasn’t possible for some of
them to get permits, though some who were
above sixty years were able to get a permit for
one day in order to go for prayers to the Al
Agsa Mosque.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973
by the Israeli Ministerial Committee for
Jerusalem under the leadership of Golda Meir,
to reduce the percentage of Palestinians in
Jerusalem to under 22%. This has led to many
different policies that have distorted the
demography of Jerusalem. The most recent of
these policies has been to put great pressure
on Palestinians of Jerusalem, and led to many
thousands of people having their Jerusalem IDs
taken from them. Although five thousand
families in Jerusalem have lost their IDs since
1973, the Palestinians still represent 35% of the
population of Jerusalem city itself, because
many Jerusalemites who had moved into the
suburbs have moved back to live inside the city
since the Wall was built. During just the year
2006, 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their
Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli Interior Ministry)
This came after Israel had separated Jerusalem
completely from its suburbs. Many people who
have Jerusalem IDs, and many families who
have mixed IDs live in these suburbs. Note that
most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but
a minority have Jerusalem IDs
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together
with the intelligence forces invaded houses
during the night, searched and damaged
things, and made several arrests during the
last month.
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On Wednesday 22™ July, Israeli forces invaded
the Jerusalem Studies Centre in the Al Quds
University, in Hamam al-Ein, in an old building
from the Mameluke times. They destroyed the
main gate of Hamam al-Ein and took pictures
inside.
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On Tuesday 27" July, the Israeli police arrested
the head of the Centre for Jerusalem Studies at
the University of Al Quds, Huda al-Imam while
she was taking part in a demonstration against
the demolition of houses in Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood and she was hit while she was

eyl resisting being arrested
s g Prisoners’ affairs
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just
as in the rest of Palestine. Among these there
have been many young people under the age
of eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from
Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there were
7 children. In addition there are currently
more than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits.
There is further information on Abu Dis
prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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Monday 15 July Maher Shgeirat, a young man,

was released after a period of 11 years in Israeli

prisons.

o ) A Jalh ) suls 20 7-18 el
O sl yud 3 (Ul o) capal B uly S5 JS
sy s b daalus 5 alae ol e Llla (alia
csiall e slsie) Jola ally el Al

On Thursday 18" July, the court postponed
hearing of the case of Yasser Rabeeah until
September. He was arrested by Israeli soldiers

when he was wounded after being shot with

rubber bullets.
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On Monday 22™ July, Mohammed Arigat aged 16

was released after a period of 7 months in

prison, out of a sentence of 10 months. That was

after he paid the court 10 000 shekels to the

Israeli authorities for his release. Mohammed

was shot and injured before he was arrested last

December

6
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) was taken to an Israeli hospital and his parents
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U ekl O e 48l | The picture shows Mohammed in a hospital bed
oYl ol sl b e in handcuffs — taken after his parents were able
) o to see him. He was then taken to prison while
el 13 & el there were still concerns about his health.
CADFA raised this case with our European
representatives / See previous reports this year.]
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) . L X There is helpful information on human rights and
Bl oSl el g SO (et international humanitarian law at the following

United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/
Pages/InternationallLaw.aspx

http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm
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Some important agreements and decisions

which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people
are:
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. S _ | The International Court of Justice asked Israel
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et B ol Gl e et the laws and decisions which the Israeli
L4 Al government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)

Crlitiaal) Alelaa 3o lad g cudedl) :2 Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
BT PR Lty DIEN PRUTLY S (VS gl S W) Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
sadl il 4 pal) AGEY) 6 ela Lo Lgie dlucy) and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
) T ) be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
O e e e e degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through

the permit system and pressure on people

around Jerusalem)
Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the
rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.” (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph
1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.







