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During February, Israeli violations against the
Palestinian people continued in Abu Dis as in all
the land occupied by Israel. There was a serious
accusation of sexual abuse of children in Kfar
Atzion interrogation centre, where some young
people are taken following arrest.

A young man from Jerusalem died after being
stabbed by extremist settlers. Boys continued to
be imprisoned. The mother of one of them,
Walid Sharaf, was able to visit him in prison for
the first time. Some of the most important
violations in the month are described here.

A picture of Moayyad al-Bustami, aged five,
who was with his two brothers when they
were beaten up and arrested by Israeli
soldier (see below).
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Building the Wall and Confiscating
Land
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967,
the Israeli authorities have seized tens of
thousands of donums of Palestinian land on
different excuses. Directly after the war, Israel
announced that it would annexe East Jerusalem
as if they were making it part of Israel. Then they
announced that the east side of the West Bank —
including the Jordan Valley — was a series of
closed military areas because it was next to the
border with Jordan. From the middle of the
1970s, Israel started take huge tracts of land
from the occupied territories, against
international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility
of a future Palestinian state. In 2002, the Israeli
authorities began to build the Separation Wall.
This increased the process of taking over the
land in the West Bank. They isolated and
confiscated extra areas of land from the
occupied territories to Israel, and up to present,
Israel has taken about 52% of the land of the
West Bank.
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On Thursday 24th February, Israel announced a
new plan to evacuate 600 people of the Al
Sarayah Bedouin tribe from their homes in Wadi
Abu Hindi, east of Abu Dis. People there
reported that the Israeli army handed over
demolition notices relating to a number of
houses, which they thought was the beginning
of a plan to push out tens of nomadic families
from the valley between the settlements of
Kedar and Maale Adumim.
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On Sunday 27th February, the Israeli Jerusalem
municipality decided to turn the old Israeli police
headquarters in Ras al-Amud in East Jerusalem
into a settlement (the police station had been
moved close to Maale Adumim settlement some
months before). They agreed to the building of
14 housing units as a the centre of a new
settlements in that area. The settlement plan
includes building a synagogue, nursery and
swimming pool. This plan has been being
developed over more than two years and
submitted to the Israeli Jerusalem municipality
for approval.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal
off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb,
and they have made special "terminals1" for
people to go through to get into the city. For the
towns on the east of Jerusalem, the Israeli
authorities built a terminal in a place between
the Mount of Olives and the town of Aizariyeh to
allow people carrying West Bank passes and
who have also got a permit, following very long
and complicated procedures, specially

now they use finger prints as well as permits.
And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem road leading
to the settlement of Maale Adumim, they

have put a checkpoint that can only be used
settlers and people with Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word




Abu
Dis

Sala caca® L V) ganl G s (e 558 LS 7 LD
sl el die Gansd & oyl g il e L Sie
il 5 agily g & Gy Gludll el Cad iy o gial) Gl
o 52l 5 dle Jole yuals Jliiels | sald 3 gind) o e 35es

cl ) Gad) Sama

On Tuesday 1st first of February in the evening, a

force of Israeli Border Police put up a military
checkpoint on the main street in Abu Dis.

Soldiers stopped dozens of young men, checked
their ID cards. An eye witness said that the

soldiers arrested Nasser Adil Ayyad and took him

to the Israeli military camp.




dua 260 o dlaiall 400 juy) e Sall cilee il
Luli 5 7757 alad (sl (5580 L 5y 4y 350 Al
sl Sl sae Gglany ¥ ol ol 5 dle 1352
Eany 5 (Sull Jlall ¢ sendll o %00 uiil)
el cilal 08 Gl a3 8 el o ) 3 ARl
dpa sl o8 2l (Ll e HESH Aladadd 1) DY)
el 8 Cpall Sl e il sgll Coms AT S
oo JS e el s e bl o) Ga ae b (Sl
om0 ¢ skl o V) duie Alile VT duad
3a5e Aaii @l g Al 3 gaa Jals S g gana 0 %13
0224 Al agd 281 ¢l 3 gan Jado (Sl cpanaial) (YT
s Adlie many utie bl e 7141 Jsa Clish i
A gl a0 Al ) el 5 ) 55 cililias)
o) sl 5 Alinall Aspaall (g Joad 58 o Ll il o il
Cua (sl 4 ga A8y Ales (o QS e el s A
il sed) Lol i Jany (gan a3 5ul) e el aal 53y
coedl 5 Ay gl ddzal) o ddalia)

Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce
the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography of
Jerusalem. The most recent of these policies has
been to put great pressure on Palestinians of
Jerusalem, and led to many thousands of people
having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them.
Although five thousand families in Jerusalem
have lost their IDs since 1973, the Palestinians
still represent 35% of the population of
Jerusalem city itself, because many Jerusalemites
who had moved into the suburbs have moved
back to live inside the city since the Wall was
built. During just the year 2006, 1,363 Jerusalem
residents lost their Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli
Interior Ministry) This came after Israel had
separated Jerusalem completely from its
suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem IDs,
and many families who have mixed IDs live in
these suburbs. Note that most people in Abu Dis
have West Bank IDs but a minority have
Jerusalem IDs

e Al (B ALyl dpelaia) @Al (il S 5e s
el Ripra b AL ) CASLEN) Jsn Slaaba |y 6 Lo
s el A il y Sy Jane 48 J 5l Alisa
5ol (I Ll Ll Cus R agilShian s gyl sall
a5 Jie) 5 3l a2y oaal V15 jsliae 8 Aaii 5l
P e Alhaiul) daagd) @) lad agism oo ikl sal)
Al Aiad) Jsa clida gisall Jala bl 8 3 jhaall o 5l

At the end of February, the Jerusalem Centre for
Social and Economic Rights published a report
about Israeli violations in occupied East
Jerusalem and the policies that the Israeli
authorities practiced against the people. They
reported an increase in the city of land
confiscation and house demolition and arresting
and deporting people. They told of a huge
increase in settlement building in and around the
city.
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On Friday 11th February, Jewish extremists
attached a young man called Husam Hussein Al
Rawabi with a knife when he was on his way
home from work in West Jerusalem, and killed
him. Another young man who was with him at
the time, Murad Al Julani from Al Thori outside
the old city, was wounded in the attack.
Hussam worked in a vegetable shop in West
Jerusalem and was waiting for his friend Murad
so they could travel home together. On their
way, a group of settlers stopped them on the
road and started to stab them with knives.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during the
night, searched and damaged things, and made
several arrests during the last month.
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On Tuesday 1st February, Bilal Abd al-Salaam
Halabiye, a young man, was arrested from his
house in the night.

A i Fad)ae 2y S5l 3l sl Jlie) Ll 77 dxeal

e s jale del 8 adid g

On Friday 11th February, Eyad Shweiki, a young
man, was arrested after his house had been
invaded and searched in the middle of the night.
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Prisoners’ affairs

Sl e clia) (i pe AL ghall DY) @l s A
copbandd ol il 5 sud @lldy JEeY) Cillead (a5
OIS (Pl de 5 el agia slial aglliie] 5y il
o yac slaiy ol Gl JUlY) e dael) agiaa (e
Ol (8 S8 a5l gl (e 2a s ple 76

Oo ST ) ALY 138 (il agiea (e Db )
comdsd b el daals Al (e el 52

aa B Alalaal ) gy ) e¥ 38 (g al)
e Jsanll dal (e gaeally ot Cudaill e
DUlal oy ¥ 5 cagilaY Sl el g Sl slaa
cdadlas ola il e slaall (e 2y 3ad cag 3

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just
as in the rest of Palestine. Among these there
have been many young people under the age
of eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from
Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there were
7 children. In addition there are currently
more than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits.
There is further information on Abu Dis
prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Monday 7th February, relatives of child
prisoners in Abu Dis said that on their way to
their childrens’ court hearings, they were
subjected to very humiliating security procedures
by Israeli soldiers and women soldiers. They said
that usually, before families enter the court
room, they expect to be searched, but now a
new very invasive type of scan has been added
for the mothers and sisters of prisoners.

Then the Israeli authorities postponed the court
hearing of their children till Monday 28th
February.
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On Tuesday 8th February the family of the child
Moayyad Sameer Bustami from Abu Dis
described the psychological shock that Moayyad
had during the invasion of Israeli soldiers to his
house on 10th November 2010. The child (aged
5) was witness to a savage attack on a family that
happened at a time when everyone in the house
was sleeping. The Israeli soldiers destroyed the
main door of the house with explosives and
entered the house and attacked everyone in
there, including Moayyad himself, who was
beaten. The child started to cry and shout. He
watched his brother Amir (16 years old)
surrounded by soldiers who threw him on the
ground and started to beat him, and then being
handcuffed and arrested. Moayyad’s mother said
that she was very worried about the child —she
noticed a change in him. He was scared all the
time, found it hard to sleep and woke screaming
in his sleep. He was very upset if the front door
was opened and terrified that the soldiers would
come back again.

Moayyad’s father said that his son had
nightmares all the time, and he could see that
the boy had become physically unwell. They had
to take him to a centre in Ramallah that dealt
with the victims of torture and he is still having
psychological treatment there. The father said
that he was regularly taking the boy near to the
Israeli military checkpoint to try to break the fear
inside his son. Although everyone was giving him
care and treatment, the condition of the boy is
worrying: he has an abnormal level of anxiety.
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On Thursday 10th Februrary, Bilal Abdissalam
Halabiyeh was released after ten days’
imprisonment and interrogation in the police
station at Maale Adumim settlement.
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On Monday 28th February Nasser Ayyad was
released after a month in Kfar Atzion
interrogation centre.
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On Tuesday 24" February, the Sawaseeah Centre
for Human Rights based in Bethlehem reported
on the treatment of children taken to Kfar Atzion
detention centre. This affects a number of
children from Abu Dis as can be seen from recent
reports. The Centre reports that children there
have been told that if they don’t admit to
charges laid against them, they will be sexually
abused or their mothers or their sisters will be
brought to the Kfar Atzion and sexually abused.
The Centre said that this is a serious accusation:
the number of incidents had increased when the
Israeli Shabak was isolating children and forcing
them to take off their clothes; some of the
children were sexually abused. They were put
under great psychological pressure.
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On 27th February, the mother of Waleed Sharaf
(17) who was arrested on 6th December was
allowed to visit him for the first time. His father
has not been able to visit him at all. Waleed is a
young prisoner with serious health problems. He
told her that four days after he was arrested, he
was taken to Hadassa Hospital in Israel for a
general check. The prison authorities had wanted
a check of Waleed'’s skin condition and they
thought that his disease might affect others.

The report that the family had had from other
prisoners saying that Waleed had been in
hospital for five days (see last month’s report)
proved to be wrong — this is one of the problems
of the family not being given direct information
or being allowed to communicate with their son.
The family continue to be concerned about the
harsh conditions in prison. Waleed has not yet
had his court case but he will be tried for
throwing stones and molotovs against the Israeli
army. The family do not believe that it is possible
for Waleed to do this because he has particular
problems with his hands: he cannot properly
open his fingers.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Pa
ges/InternationalLaw.aspx



http://www.ochr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
http://www.ochr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions which
the Israeli occupying power are violating in their
treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 — Advisory
Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements against
torture and mistreatment of prisoners. Article 7
of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall be
subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.” (International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed
1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks
on his honour and reputation... Everyone has the
right to the protection of the law against such
interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters
of the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop
the violations and to guarantee their human
rights and their rights under international
humanitarian law.
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