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ABOVE: CADFA’s book of Abu Dis 

people’s stories from 1967 tells what 

happened to people living in the town as 

the Israeli army and air force took over. 

This June is FIFTY YEARS since the 

beginning of the Israeli occupation in 

Abu Dis (we know that wasn’t the 

beginning of the story) and we would 

like people to read this book. 

See the offer in the next column  

CADFA 
Update  

May-June 2017 

Linking together 
for human rights 

 
To those who are fasting –  

Ramadan Mubarak  
 

50 YEARS TOO LONG – June 2017 marks 

the 50th anniversary of the Six Days War in 

June 1967 and 50 years of fierce military 

occupation of the West Bank, Gaza and East 

Jerusalem . 

 

 

TAKE PART IN CADFA’s PROJECTS!! 

 Visit Palestine in September or November 

- see below 

 If you hope to visit Palestine at another 

point do get in touch. 

 Join our Palestinian visitors in the UK or 

in France – see below 

 Volunteer in Palestine – Ask us for details 

of our upcoming volunteer training 

 Volunteer or intern with CADFA in 

London – there’s so much to do. 

 And don’t forget to join CADFA and help 

keep this work going. 

Ask for more information on any of this. 

 

We will be marking this anniversary with 

street activities on 10th June (see email and 

Facebook for updated info) and an event in 

early July when our visitors from Abu Dis will 

be here.  Keep Saturday 8th July in your diary 

please. 

50 YEARS TOO LONG  

BOOK OFFERS   

 

We have been considering how best to give a 

picture about what is happening in the West 

Bank, where the situation of systematic 

inequality can be compared to apartheid.  We 

have been looking at our books again and 

believe the people’s stories they tell give a 

good picture – one which is getting worse 

unfortunately and not better.  

We would like you to read these. 
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50 YEARS TOO LONG BOOK OFFERS   

 
1 -DURING JUNE we will be selling these 

books at half price (£5 each) 

2 -We will give a free copy of ‘The First Six 

Days’ to anyone who sets up a new 

membership to CADFA during June. 

3 -We will give a copy of each of these three 

books to anyone who becomes a Friend of 

CADFA* during June: 

 

 Voices from Abu Dis 

 Stories from our Mothers 

 For Hammam: A Handbook for young 

people about Human Rights in 

Palestine. 

See last page for info on our Friends Scheme. 

 

RECENT NEWS FROM PALESTINE – 

PRISONERS’ HUNGER STRIKE.   

1500 prisoners in Israeli jails have now 

finished their hunger strike. They lived on only 

food and water for forty days, demanding 

basic rights including (important among them) 

more family visits. It is appalling to think that 

they had to go through all this suffering to 

achieve the right to have two brief visits per 

month – but they say they have achieved 80% 

of their demands.  

We admire their bravery and stamina, wish 

them very well, first to recover from this 

terrible ordeal - 40 days' hunger strike - and 

then for the realisation of their human rights. 

The story of mass imprisonment of 

Palestinians by Israel is not finished.  

Thank you again for standing by them – from 

CADFA’s end, to those who  joined us on 

Thursdays including the wettest picket of all 

when we  presented a letter to the Red Cross 

in Camden for delivery to the International 

Red Cross. We added over 600 signature 

petitions to the letter and they sent us an 

answer that you can see (under ‘comments’)   

here. 

 

RECENT NEWS FROM ABU DIS 

We have had bad news recently as the Israeli 
military has been active in Abu Dis. Some of 
the hunger strikers were from Abu Dis and 
there was a solidarity tent set up in the main 

https://www.change.org/p/international-committee-of-the-red-cross-defend-the-rights-of-the-hunger-strikers
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street, and many solidarity activities during 
the time of the strike.  

The boys’ schools in Abu Dis are all in one 
area and (as we have 
told you in recent 
reports), the boys have 
suffered directly from 
the occupation as the 
army have been present 
before school, throwing  
tear gas which has 
made them lose days of 
school.  A number of 
boys have been injured 
by shooting and several 
are still in real pain and 
suffering. At the end of 
the school year, the 
parents managed to 
help the schools to open 
a new gate into the 
schools and shepherd 
the boys into school and 
they are still catching up 
days and finishing the 
exams for the end of 
the school year, 
although now that it is 
Ramadan, the plan was 
for them to have 
finished  school already. 

The house of one of the teachers who was 
part of our teachers exchange last year was 
one of the houses raided in the night by the 
army recently. On the same night, one of the 
boys from the Dar Assadaqa youth group was 
among two arrested by the army.  The 
families of Abu Dis have had to put up with 
nightly shooting (sometimes very strong) and 
tear gas. 

On 13th May, there were council elections in 
Abu Dis. The new mayor of Abu Dis. Nabil 
Badr has suffered directly from the army.  His 
father and his son and his brother were all 
shot by snipers. His father Abdullah was killed 
in 1948 probably by a British sniper in the 
compound of the Al Aqsa. His son Abdullah 
was shot in 1990 Wad al-Jheer by an Israeli 

sniper who was on top of the Abu Dis Youth 
Club. When his son was on a stretcher being 
carried by family members to the graveyard, 
his brother was also shot by a sniper and 

killed.  Recently – in his seventies – Nabil Badr 
has had his house raided by Israeli soldiers 
and was taken to Maale Adumim settlement 
police station, where he was beaten by 
soldiers. 

 

VISA EQUALITY CAMPAIGN 

Pressure our government to be consistent. 
Sign the petition now, wait till after the 
election to take it to the new person 
responsible for the Middle East at the Foreign 
Office  

www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-
visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-
israelis 

www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-israelis
www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-israelis
www.change.org/p/tobias-ellwood-make-visa-rules-the-same-for-palestinians-and-israelis
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Helena exhibited some of her photos in 
March and we are hoping to show them 
again on 8th July – Keep that date in your 
diary please! 

 

DAR ASSADAQA 

Activities in Dar Assadaqa (the centre that 
CADFA supports in Abu Dis) continue to focus 
around twinning clubs,  youth exchange, 
media and human rights. We are seeking 
further funds for the initiative Voices for 
Young Palestinians which began last year (see 
our website). We’re grateful to the MSN Trust 
and to Interpal for helping to fund the 
twinning clubs that are involving young 
people – and are still seeking further funding. 
If you can help, please let us know. 

You can meet the people running the twinning 
clubs when they come to the UK in July. 

 

This year, we have had three volunteers from 
the UK in Abu Dis whose job has been to help 
with school twinning clubs, English at Dar 
Assadaqa and to communicate their 
experience to people in the UK. Please see the 
links to blogs below.   

We are very pleased that Anna,  (a  Camden 
teacher  who joined the CADFA teacher 
exchange to Palestine last year) and Helena 
(who volunteered last summer) want to go 
back this summer to help with the Dar 
Assadaqa summer camp. 

WANT TO VOLUNTEER IN 
PALESTINE? 

We are interested in having applications from 
future volunteers and will be holding 
volunteer training in July – let us know if you 
would be interested to join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CADFA VISITS TO PALESTINE 
COMING UP   Sept and Nov 

We are now taking applications for two visits 
to Palestine – see below. Please ask for 
further details.  

We will be offering free places on 
these visits to the lucky winners of 
our Friends of CADFA draw – see 
last page. 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

Palestine Summer School run 
with the Al Quds University 

(mainly for students and young people,) 
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NOVEMBER 2017 

a general visit open to all 
interested in the human rights 

situation in Palestine  

 

CADFA LONDON NEWS  

(1) CADFA Education 

At the request of our funder Erasmus+ we 
have made a new organisation: a limited 
company called CADFA Education. This will be 
bound tightly to CADFA – Its aims are the 
same as CADFA’s and its Directors are the 
Trustees of CADFA.  The new organisation 
exists to manage our Erasmus+ projects. 

 

(2) Women’s links 

CADFA’s women’s 
links group is 
working to 
support links 
between women 
in Palestine (the 
Dar Assadaqa 
women’s group) 
and in London.  
Over years now 
the women’s blog 
has had occasional 

posts showing visits and other 
communication.  

Nissaacad.blogspot.co.uk 

In recent years, there have been many links 
between younger women, and the women’s 
links group is keen to keep these links open to 
women of all ages. 

Women’s embroidery from Abu Dis including 
SOLIDARITY DOLLS in traditional dress is 
among Palestinian products on the women’s 
stall held every Saturday at the BRUNSWICK 
CENTRE near Russell Square. The stall carries 
information on Palestine, on CADFA and sells 
Palestinian products – They would welcome 
your help. 

 

(1) Student links, youth links 

Young people on both sides have been 
contributing to our CADFA blogs 

- CADFAstudent.blogspot.co.uk 
- youthCADFA.blogspot.co.uk 

We’re happy to work with students from a 
number of universities and schools – get in 
touch if you’d like to join in. 
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NEW YOUTH PROJECTS WITH 
EUROPE:  

MA’AN- TOGETHER 

We’re pleased to tell you that after months of 

waiting, our new project (funded by 

Erasmus+) will be able to begin in June. The 

Ma’an - Together project will be run by 

CADFA (UK),  Aux Couleurs de DEBA (France) 

and Dar Assadaqa (Palestine).  

Human rights in Palestine will be at the centre 

of this project, of course. Over two years, the 

project will have a clear progression through 

youth workers’ trainings and media-focused 

youth exchanges in each country. This will 

inform and up-skill youth workers and build a 

safe space for young people from the three 

countries to discuss complex issues, learn 

about other people’s lives,  develop critical 

thinking and common values and help them 

to take their voice outwards and campaign for 

human rights in a safe and peaceful way.    

 (1) Ma’an 1 - LEADERS IN THE UK, 
July 2017 

The first exchange of this project will be a 

leaders’ training involving people from all 

three organisations. You can meet our 

visitors in London in the first week of July.  

 

Help needed with this visit.  

We are still looking for good, local 
accommodation for some of the visitors in 
London for four or five days in early July and 
for other types of help including catering and 
running events when they are here. 

 (2) Ma’an 2 - YOUTH EXCHANGE : UK 

+ Palestinians to France, November 2017 

This exciting exchange will be the first of its 
sort for CADFA: in France, but with 
Palestinians!  

We will have several leaders (who need to 
join the exchange above) and young people 
under 30 who are interested in international 
exchange, human rights and media. 

FOOTBALL FOR 
FREEDOM - THE 
GIRLS’ 
FOOTBALL 
PROJECT 

Thank you to people who have contributed 
towards a girls’ football visit from Abu Dis.  
Recently, THANK YOU to the sports people at 
Calthorpe Project for organising a great 

women’s football tournament that has been a 
recent part of this effort. 

We would appreciate your help with this 
project if you can. We are continuing to seek 
the money for this and have also written an 
application for European funding for a bigger 
girls’ sports project .  
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COMING UP  (see over) 

 Tuesday 6th June - Ramadan cook and eat 
Masterclass with Chadia 

The wonderful Palestinian cook, Chadia, is 
running another of her excellent cookery 
classes in aid of CADFA, finishing with eating 
special Ramadan food –   Only 12 places and 
some have gone! – Hurry as the last one was 
oversubscribed and the people who joined it 
want to return!  £40 members (class and 
meal) or £50 non-members  -  we hope this 
will encourage you to join us!    

Below a picture of some of the people who 
did the last of Chadia’s masterclasses... 
looking very  happy afterwards! 

Booking is essential. Please contact 
annika@cadfa.org / jean@cadfa.org  

 

 

 Saturday 10th June – 50 years TOO 
MUCH 

 We want to mark 50 years TOO MUCH (of 
occupation of the West Bank). It will be jus 

two days after the general election; we  
are currently deciding how best to do this 
– Please watch your email and Facebook. 

 

 Saturday 8th July – special CADFA event  

A special CADFA event with our French and 
Palestinian guests, which is at once a 

celebration of the Eid, a part of the Ma’an 
project, a chance to focus on the occupation 

and its 50th year commemoration and CADFA 
activities for human rights. Details follow. 

 

CADFA Camden Abu Dis Friendship 
Association | Linking together for 

human rights | PO Box 74047, London 
NW5 9HH |cadfa.org | FB: CADFA 

(Camden Abu Dis Friendship 
Association) | Twitter: 

@camdenabudis | CADFA Education, 
company number 10687584 | CADFA 

Charity number 1112717 

  

 

mailto:annika@cadfa.org
mailto:jean@cadfa.org
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FRIENDS OF CADFA SCHEME 

We are a small organisation with 
an active programme and no on-
going core funding. Our friends’ 
memberships and donations are 

crucial to us. If you are not a 
member, please join us here 

ALSO we are re-opening this idea 
that saved CADFA once before.... 

Do some support work for us and 
become a FRIEND OF CADFA  with a 
very good chance of winning one of 

our amazing prizes – 

a free place on a 2017 CADFA visit 
to Palestine including the flight! 

More details on the prize draw 
here. 

 

http://www.cadfa.org/get-involved/donate/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/77a4qytn2jyh427/Become%20a%20FRIEND%20OF%20CADFA.docx?dl=0

