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CADFA Update  

 July 2015 

 

Linking together for 

human rights  

 
  

Look out for our Eid event next 
Thursday 23rd July – This is being 

organised by our volunteers – Delicious 
food and the SOAS Arabic Band at the 
Calthorpe Project. Ticket info to follow 
today. 
 
CADFA’s new website from 15th July 
cadfa.org 
We would like your feedback! 
Dear CADFA friends and supporters 

 
Abu Dis and Jerusalem in Ramadan 
 
In Abu Dis, life is currently dominated by 
Ramadan; long hot days of fasting and 
after breaking the fast nights full of 
meeting people and special events. Even 
the next event at Dar Assadaqa – today – 
an event to look at CADFA’s recent work, 
the youth visit, student and women’s 
visits to the UK and report by the EVS 

volunteers about what they have 
learned in their time in Palestine – 
will start at 10pm at night. 
 
One of the late-night celebrations 
that there has been, as it is the end of 

academic year, 
is the big 
celebrationfor 
young people in 
the town who 
have passed 
their towjehi-  
that is A level 
equivalent. We 
hear that Adam 
Johar passed his 
towjehi so he 
can go to 
university: we’re 
really happy for 

him! Adam is one 
of the young footballers who was shot in 
January 2014, was later arrested and 
released after many CADFA people helped 
with a campaign.  Because of these 
horrible incidents, he missed a year of 
school but he did go back. Adam visited 
the UK in October 2014 and many of you 
met him – his story was incorporated into 
a play in London recently after the 
playwright heard him talking (see below). 
 
All year long, many aspects of people’s 
lives in Abu Dis are dominated by the 
Israeli occupation, the Separation Wall, 
checkpoints and the pass system.  The 
Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem (in the Al 
Aqsa Mosque compound) can be seen 
from many parts of the town, across the 
other side of the Separation Wall but not 
far away. It is not many years since people 
from Abu Dis were able to walk there. But 
now the way there is through some of the 
checkpoints called ‘terminals’ – very like 
international frontiers – that the Israelis 
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have made in the Wall. Not all of them as 
some of these are for people with blue IDs  
 
only while most West Bankers are given 
green IDs. 
 
It’s worth remembering that Jerusalem is 
the historic capital of Palestine and Abu 
Dis has historically been in its suburb.  
 
 
When, following the pulls and pushes the 
proposal was that Jerusalem (including 
Abu Dis) should become an international 
city and it was not put on one ‘side’ or the 
other.  In 1948 however, West Jerusalem 

 DAY RELEASE…  FROM ABU DIS TO JERUSALEM, ONE DAY AFTER TWELVE YEARS 
 

“The most painful thing is to feel like a stranger in your own city … 12 years of not being able 
to visit the city to walk on the streets and markets …  

 
To get into Jerusalem by passing through the checkpoints is a hard process, waiting on the 

terminal, passing through the electronic gates from one to the other, watching others 
who were not allowed to go through... honestly when I was on the other side it was like 
being released from jail, not just passing to the other side of the Wall.   

 
Even with the permission in your pocket, you still have the fear inside you, you can’t tell where 

it is still safe to go or not to go.  The whole system has changed, there are settlers 
everywhere.   

 
The first stop for myself was the Mount of Olives which is the last part of the city behind the 

Wall, I don’t remember seeing all these huge Israeli flags on top of house roofs around 
this neighbourhood ever. Now they are everywhere you look. The streets were changed - 
they even have different names. The shocking part which was very difficult was to see all 
the settlers wandering around comfortably in Salahuddin Street, around Damascus Gate. 

 
I remember the bus station which used to be a big, wide place and serve the whole of 

Palestine.  Now it has shrunk, there are buses only for a few places, the neighbourhoods 
inside the Wall. It’s very confusing getting across Jerusalem now, I had to keep asking 
people, because so much has changed – there are buses and a new tramline, and it isn’t 
clear which buses are safe to go in – are they Palestinian, or Israeli?  I got into a bus to 
return to Abu Dis and it was about to leave when I discovered that it now goes to Abu Dis 
on the west of the Wall, because the Wall goes across Abu Dis. Imagine if I had stayed on 
it, it would take hours to get back to a point where I could cross the Wall to get to the Abu 
Dis on the east of the Wall.” 
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was taken by force into the part of the 
country that became Israel. East 
Jerusalem and Abu Dis were ruled by 
Jordan like the rest of the West Bank for 
the 19 years until 1967 when Israel 
occupied the remaining parts of Palestine. 
Then East Jerusalem was claimed by the 
Israelis as part of Israel while Abu Dis was 
treated as separate, part of the West 
Bank, and the 
residents of the two 
separated by their 
ID cards. The 
divisions have 
become ever 
deeper and the 
huge Separation 
Wall now cuts 
through the built 
up area including 
Abu Dis itself to 
firmly divide the 
areas. 
 
In Ramadan, many 
people wish to go 
to Jerusalem even 
more than at other times of year, in 
particular to visit the Al Aqsa Mosque. As 
the wish to get there intensifies, so do the 
level of humiliation and the contradictory 
games that are played by the Israelis in 
charge of the systemwhereby West 
Bankers need to apply for ‘permissions’ to 
get to Jerusalem.  Many people do not get 
permission, and this Ramadan has been 
full of attempts to get into Jerusalem by 
climbing the Wall – risky in every way.  A 
boy from Qalandia refugee camp was 
killed when he was trying to climb the 
Wall. 
 
The air is full of stories of people given 
permission while their children are not, 
given permission and having it taken 
away, some in a family given permission 

to go only on Fridays, while others are 
given permissions but not on Fridays… 
 
Even if they do get permissions, 
Palestinians have to enter the city through 
the massive checkpoints in the Separation 
Wall that are known as ‘terminals’, using 
tiny gates and turnstiles and humiliating 
procedures. These terminals are manned 

by the Israeli military and are always a 
pressure point. Here across the year there 
are violent incidents. 
 
Suddenly this Ramadan (for the second 
year running) many new people have 
been given temporary permissions to go 
to Jerusalem. While this is a celebration in 
many ways – a day release from a prison – 
this seems to connect to an economic 
success for Israel a year ago when they did 
a similar thing: prices of goods in Palestine 
rise so much in Ramadan that suddenly 
there is a difference in prices on both 
sides of the Wall, and Palestinian 
shopkeepers were left with unsold goods 
while the malls of West Jerusalem 
suddenly cheaper - benefited enormously 
from Palestinian purchases for Ramadan 
and for Eid. Those in Palestine who are 
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part of the growing campaign to boycott 
Israeli goods see the sudden new 
‘permissions’ to go to Jerusalem at a time 
when prices are so unequal as an attempt 
to defeat the boycott. 
 
       

 

CADFA news in London 
 
Last year’s annual report is here (waiting 
for the money parts to be independently 
examined) – this covers the period till the 
end of March.  Also see Twinning in Action 
news which tells of one of our most 
exciting projects - here 
 
Since then it has gone on being a very 
active time in CADFA in London.  
We’re particularly proud of the 
energy of the young people in CADFA 
youth links, who with the support of 
our EVS volunteers prepared well for 
the recent youth visit from Palestine 
(see Twinning in Action news 
attached) and since the visit have 
been helping with fundraising through a 
day’s fast, joined the Gaza 
commemoration on 8th July and are 
working to involve more young people 
through a Picnic for Palestine on 20th July 
and a Palestinian Festival this autumn. 
 

Our volunteer Emilio will be leaving us at 
about that time too and at our CADFA 
iftar we also said a special thank you to 
him for the energy he has put in through a 
very busy year in CADFA.  Momin and 
Nadine are organising an Eid event on 23rd 
July – please come. 

Dunja will be 
leaving on 21st 
August so look 
out for another 
special day on 
20th August – 
put that in your 
diaries if you’ll 
be in London 
then. 
 
Adam Johar’s 
story (heard 

during our youth visit in October) inspired 
a part of a play ‘Endurance’ written by 
Robbi Stevens and performed at the 
Tristan Bates Theatre in Covent Garden at 
the beginning of the month. We had 
strong feedback from a number of CADFA 
members who went to the performances 
and very much hope that the play will be 
put on again. 

 
We had a moving commemoration for last 
year’s war on Gaza on the 8th July 
anniversary.  This appalling prolonged 
attack is in no sense past as the injury, 
trauma and homelessness continue with 
the on-going siege. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/26p9e1pka6wj5a6/Ann%20rept%2014-15%20DRAFT.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/edmqnf15k4axxbi/Twinning%20in%20Action%20news%20June%202015.pdf?dl=0


5 

 

We have discussed our petition and the 
visa equality campaign within it with 
Jeremy Corbyn in Islington and Keir 
Starmer in Holborn and St Pancras. We 
are continuing to collect petition 
signatures at every occasion and hope you 
can help us. It is also on line   here 

 
Our new website has taken so long to 
reach you but now we are entering the 
changeover from our old site which first 
went up in 2005… This will be there to 
signpost to the new one for some time, 
and then will be archived. Meanwhile 
from the middle of this week you will be 
able to see our new site at  cadfa.org – 
DO GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK PLEASE. 
 
Slowly we are simplifying the CADFA 
blogs, but in the meantime, have a look at 
them. There are some interesting things 
on there. And we are there on social 
media on Facebook: please like CADFA 
(Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association)/ 
Twitter, follow @camdenabudis/ 

Instagram: insta.cadfa / Youtube: 
Camden abudis 
 
Many of you have had our emails 
explaining that our money situation is 
even more difficult at the moment 
because of the importance to us of 
payments in Euros (EU funding for our 
exchanges) – We are so grateful to the 
people who have sent in donations and 
had good ideas for fundraising.  We still 
need much more help unfortunately. 

 
Most important for us in the longer term 
is a MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. We are trying to 
think of the best ways to encourage more 
people to actually join us. Can you help? 
 
Please note 21st to 23rd August as the 

days for a pop-up shop at The Field in 
Lewisham – More details will follow but in 
the meantime please keep your clean, 
saleable clothes etc ready for us to 
arrange a collection point. 
 
Our Arabic groups are going well – 
currently on Fridays. There is room for 
new people! And we have an idea about a 
week’s intensiveArabic course in the 
summer – do get in touch if this seems of 
interest to you. 
 
 

English teaching volunteers wanted 
in Palestine!  
 

CADFA are looking for people with 
teaching skills to help teach children and 
adults English language-related skills! 
Other aspects of the job include helping 
Palestinian organisations maintain 
communication with ‘twinned’ 
organisations, schools etc, in Britain and 
other help for twinning links which could 
make use of many of your skills. The work 
will be based in Abu Dis in the Jerusalem 
suburb and there are volunteering 
opportunities from August (one month for 
the summer) and again from September 

http://www.petitions24.com/palestine_and_jerusalem
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(three months up to a year at a time). This 
work best suits people who want to learn 
about the situation in Palestine as well as 
well as to contribute to the education of 
people in Palestine and the strengthening 
of twinning links. If this is you, we would 
like to hear from you soon.  
 

Dates for your diary  
 

 20th July – Picnic for Palestine 
 

 23rd July – Eid event, Calthorpe 
Project, with barbecue, good 
food, SOAS Arabic Band, more 
detail this week 

 

 1st August, summer camp starts in 
Abu Dis  
 

 20th August – event (details to be 
confirmed) 

 
 

 21st -23rd August, pop up fair 
 

 A week in August – intensive 
Arabic week, all to be confirmed: 

contact us if this sounds 
interesting. 

 
  
This autumn, look out for   
 

 A new year’s work for our student 
links, women’s links, youth links 

 

 A visit to Palestine:  
Sept or early October 
 

 Palestine Festival in 
September 
 

 CADFA birthday in 
Abu Dis and Palestine 
4th October 
 

 New volunteers in 
Abu Dis and in 
Camden 
 

 The teachers’ visit 
(see above) – and 
continuation of our 

Twinning in Action project 
 

 More campaigning work on the 
street and to our representatives. 
DO SIGN OUR PETITION! (also 
being gathered in hard copy) here 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

CADFA  www.cadfa.org 
Charity no 1112717 

 
 
 

http://www.petitions24.com/palestine_and_jerusalem
http://www.cadfa.org/

