
CADFA Trustees’ Annual Report 2014-15   | page 1 
 

 

 
CADFA charity 1112717 
Linking together for human rights     

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association    

 جـمعيـة صــداقة كـامـدن أبوديـس
 

Trustees’ Annual Report  2014-15 
 
 

 
  

 
Contents: 

 Introduction 

 Context: the human rights situation in 

Abu Dis 2014-15 

 Reviewing our objectives for 2014-15 

 Exchange projects 

 EVS volunteers 

 CADFA’s work in Abu Dis 

 Links work 

 Partner work 

 Campaigns  

 Financial report 

 Objectives for 2015-16 

 Thank yous 

Appendices: 
 CADFA’s objects 

 CADFA’s trustees 

 Main CADFA activities during 2014-15 

 Annual accounts 

 

 



CADFA Trustees’ Annual Report 2014-15   | page 2 
 

 

 

Introduction: 2014-15 

 

This was a year full of CADFA activities and successes but also a difficult year. 
Writing this in spring 2015, it is happily possible to contrast today’s optimism with the 
strain of 2014-15.   

It was a year of appalling human rights violations in Palestine, including the savage 
war on Gaza. Quite separately, it was a difficult year for CADFA as we were forced 
to wait many months for important decisions and for promised funding.  It is good to 
be at the end of the year now with new projects agreed and running, a new admin 
person in place and new energy in the staff and volunteer teams in both Palestine 
and the UK.   
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However for a small organisation like CADFA, which was suffering all this uncertainty 
at the same time, 2014-15 was a year with extraordinarily positive outcomes. It 
included bringing more than fifty people from Palestine on well-organised visits to the 
UK; four big exchange visits, part of an on-going project that is taking human rights 
twinning to places it has never been before; EVS projects supporting our links work; 
we developed our local presence in the UK, helped other groups make links with 
Palestine and campaigned on important issues. We have maintained our focus on 
our objects, have worked with determination, learned from each activity and are full 
of energy to take this work forwards. 

This report looks at the human rights context we were working within. It considers 
CADFA’s progress against the objectives we set ourselves and our main activities 
and then sets ourselves new objectives for the year to come. The on-going objects of 
CADFA itself are in Appendix 1. 

 

Context: the human rights situation in Abu Dis 2014-15 

Background 

The people of Abu Dis continued to suffer on a daily basis from the restrictions and 
violence of the occupation: the huge Separation Wall, the ID system and the 
checkpoints all round them, the constriction and loss of land to the settlements, and 
the almost-daily incursions of fully-armed Israeli soldiers because of the presence of 
a military camp right in the middle of town.   

Abu Dis is situated between Jerusalem on its west and the huge Israeli settlements 
of Maale Adumim, Mishor Adumim and Qidar. Between Abu Dis and the settlements 
are areas threatened by the E1 settlement expansion where currently the Bedouin 
live. North of Abu Dis is Aizariyeh and the complex route to Ramallah, and south is 
the Container checkpoint that 
leads to Bethlehem and Hebron.   

Abu Dis is affected strongly by all 
these areas around it, and by the 
atmosphere throughout Palestine 
more widely. This year however 
saw an increase in the tension 
and the human rights situation 
for Palestinians in the West Bank 
got worse and more dangerous 
and people in Gaza suffered an 
appalling and prolonged attack 
by the Israeli army in the summer 
months. 

This was a terrible year in 
Palestine with violence and 
tension building from before 
April. Our Palestinian friends 
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linked this to the failure of another round of international talks that left Israel seeking 
to provoke the local people; certainly there were an increasing number of killings by 
the Israeli military in early 2014: 27 people in Palestine were killed by the Israeli 
military in January-May 2014. We wrote in the last annual report about the killing of a 
judge by the Israeli military who had been on the same bus as our Palestinian 
women visitors when they returned home in 2014; he was just one victim. 

The situation got worse when in June the world was transfixed by the disappearance 
of three Israeli settler youths near Hebron. The Israelis said they had been 
kidnapped by Palestinians and instituted searches and arrests across the West 
Bank. In June 2014 alone, there were 14 people killed by the Israeli army. 

On 2nd July, a youth from 
Shu’fat in Jerusalem, 
Mohammed Abu Khdair, was 
seized and murdered horribly 
by settlers.  

On 7th July, Israel attacked 
Gaza, and two months of 
savage bombing, shelling and 
later ground attacks led to 
huge numbers of deaths, 
injuries and widespread 

destruction. Whole areas were flattened, whole families killed, schools attacked.  It 
was a summer of pure horror whose details are told elsewhere. 
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During the war and after the Gaza ceasefire (at the end of August), while people’s  
attention was elsewhere, the push by Israeli settlers and the Israeli government on  
Jerusalem intensified. The pressures on Palestinians 
and to take away their houses  
continued, and now the pressures by settlers to get into 
the Al Aqsa Mosque and to  
press for a division of the mosque (as in Hebron) also 
increased. In Abu Dis (as elsewhere) there were 
demonstrations by young people against this situation, 
violent responses by the army and numbers of young 
people were wounded. The Israeli army began to use a 
new sort of bullet and to shoot many boys in the legs 
and the feet.  Adam Eriqat was wounded with a rubber 
bullet in his head.  

E1 settlement expansion. 

The Israelis pushed on with their attempts to expand 
settlements into the ‘E1’ area that is internationally 
particularly controversial*   Roads and infrastructure 
continued to be developed. Settlers had a huge march 
to the empty land between MaaleAdumim and Aizaria 
and put up tents for some time. In September, the Israeli 
authorities gave the Bedouin in the E1 areas military 
orders to leave their homes. In January, the army gave 
confiscation orders for an area to the east of Abu Dis. 
Other parts were taken over to build new settlers’ roads. 

In February, Abu Dis people built a protest camp, Bawabit al-Quds on the land to be 
confiscated. This was a centre for solidarity activities and was several times attacked 
by the army and people arrested. In March, it was cleared and Israeli bulldozers 
started to work on the 
land.  

Prisoners 

There continued to be 
large numbers of people 
imprisoned by Israel 
(about 60 at the end of 
the year. In April 14 
prisoners went on 
hunger strike to protest 
against their conditions 
and against the re-imprisonment of some people freed under a prisoner exchange 
with Israel the previous year. This had a strong effect across Palestine for months. In 
Abu Dis, there was a prisoner solidarity tent in the main street until June. 

Adam and Johar, two young Abu Dis footballers who had been shot in January were 
arrested by the Israeli military when returning from three months’ treatment in 
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Jordan. There were many arrests at the Bawabit al-Quds protest camp where people 
from Abu Dis were protesting the confiscation of more Abu Dis land. 

During this year, five Abu Dis people were given administrative detention 
(imprisonment with no trial) for 
repeated periods. 

There were regular arrests of child 
prisoners, some held for short times 
and some were by the end of the year 
in prison for more than a year. This 
included YazanDandan who was 
arrested at the age of sixteen and 
Mahmoud NafisJaffal who was 
arrested at the age of fourteen. 

House demolition, disruption of 
education, military violence 

Two houses in Abu Dis were destroyed by the Israeli army during this year. Both of 
them were near the Israeli Wall. A house next to the Cliff Hotel was destroyed in 
September.  CADFA members may remember writing letters about two years ago in 
protest at a demolition order given to the owner of a second house which is near the 
University. The house was not destroyed at that time but was destroyed by Israeli 
bulldozers in December 2014.   

 

Tension was huge in the 
streets particularly in the 
evenings and on Friday 
afternoons. At the end of 
last year, young people in 
Abu Dis broke a hole in the 
Wall that imprisons them. 
This had previously 
happened in another 
place, but this time it was 
near the University. Such 
efforts are always followed 
by Israeli military reprisals, 
shooting of tear gas and 
rubber bullets. 

The education of boys at Abu Dis Boys’ School was disrupted many times when the 
army shot tear gas into the school. On 8th October, the army went inside Abu Dis 
Boys’ School and threw tear-gas into the classrooms. 

In November, a bus-driver from Abu Dis who, Yousef al-Ramouni, was found hanged 
in his bus in Jerusalem. People were convinced that this had been done by settlers 

http://www.poica.org/upload/Image/october_2014/6.jpg
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and this led to major unrest across the West Bank; in Abu Dis dozens of young men 
were shot by the army, mainly in their legs. 

Less dramatic but on-going violations of human rights 

Abu Dis is a confined space where more and more people are living in less and less 
land, and their lives dominated by the Israeli occupation, military rule,  structured 
inequality and on-going violations that are described to some extent in the CADFA 
books available from us. The drama of the violent incidents described above should 
not hide the quieter on-going violations of human rights that faced the people of Abu 
Dis.  In 2014-15, every household in Abu Dis was affected to some extent by the 
denial of people’s right to move and the right to family life, the domination of IDs and 
‘permissions’ and checks at checkpoints, the division of families by different-coloured 
IDs, the impossibility for many people to go to Jerusalem.  

People’s health suffered with the difficulties of getting to hospital past checkpoints 
and the military at the huge Separation Wall.  Going to hospital in Ramallah means 
passing checkpoints but the local hospitals, visible from Abu Dis on the other side of 
the Israeli Separation Wall can be impossible to reach. At least three Abu Dis people 
died of heart attacks this year whose families believed that they may have survived 
could they have reached Al Muqassed Hospital, 4 km away.  
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Reviewing CADFA’s objectives for 2014-15 

The on-going 
objects of CADFA 
as a Charity are in 
Appendix A.   

At the end of 2014-
15 we set the 
objectives for the 
year listed below.   

This was a year full 
of activities and we achieved or made good steps in relation to the following 
objectives.   

 Visits and volunteers – we want to keep the annual visits of women/ university 
students/ children’s visit and our volunteer programme going   

 Links  - we aim to produce small newsletters, improve our blogs and website and 
strengthen the links between schools, university student unions and women’s / 
community centres in Britain and Palestine 

 Help strengthen other twinning groups   
 Campaigning – Continue to make use of up-to-date information from Palestine to 

raise awareness of the key human rights issues including prisoners, travel 
restrictions and the E1 settlement project 
 

We made progress towards this objective:  

o See our new website up and running 

 We were disappointed that our new website was not launched by the end of the year 
and we were still to be operating our very old website by the end of March. It was 
however designed and ready to go and was launched shortly after the beginning of 
the new year (into 2015-16).  

But we did not achieve the following objective:    

o Organisation – Find 
increased financial 
support for our core work 
and become less 
dependent on one main 
funder 

CADFA did not achieve a 
stable source of core funding 
during this year.  This 
continues to create work and 
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worries and is discussed in the financial report below. 

 

 

 

 

Exchange projects 

CADFA was very busy with exchange visits 
between Britain and Palestine during this year: 

Youth visit to the UK 

We had hoped to run our 
2014 youth visit in the 
summer as usual with 
funding (as previously) by 
Youth in Action. However, 
this funder told us that they 
were not able to fund 
anything under the ‘youth 
in the world’ heading at this 
stage.   This faced us with 
a challenge; we could go a 
year without a youth 
exchange for the first year 
since 2006 or run a self-
funded exchange visit for 
the first time since 2009.  
With the help of Pendle-

Beit Leed, friends in Chester and Hackney and a small grant from Interpal, we 
managed to raise the money to bring six boys from Abu Dis and Beit Leed (a village 
with twinning links with Pendle) with three leaders on a visit to London, Northampton, 
Chester, Pendle and Manchester in October. 

The fundraising did not cover the costs of this visit which showed us how difficult this 
approach would be and we were glad to receive news from Erasmus + (successor to 
Youth in Action) of future funding. But we were very glad to have run the visit, which 
was a success and everyone involved learned from it.  In organisation it drew on 
what we had learned from our bigger projects: it had a formal framework with 
preparation for the visitors, buddies from the UK, a handbook to work from.  During 
this visit we focused on ‘speaking out’ training, working with our visitors on the 
presentations that they would give in schools, colleges and community events. The 
team of boys worked well together and created a joint presentation through the 
project that they and we were proud of. It was useful to go to new places and reach 
new parts of the community.  
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For many, the visit will be particularly memorable because of the calm presence of 
Adam Johar, a young footballer who had been shot in the leg by the Israeli army in 
January and whose case CADFA had taken up at the time. He is now back at Abu 
Dis Boys’ School. We built on links made during this visit as we went on to the other 
activities of the year.   

 

Twinning in Action (t*)     

 

In April 2014, we put in an application for the most exciting exchange project that we 
have yet run. We spent a lot of the year waiting for an answer: the application went 
to the new body, Erasmus + (European funding) in April and the answer came later 
than expected, in September – when they were able to confirm only half of it.   We 
set to work immediately on the agreed series of exchanges to the UK, but we still at 
the end of the year have no answer yet about the parallel exchanges to Palestine 
which were intended to be the other half of the project.  

The Twinning in Action project is very exciting.  Its aims, like our other projects, are 
to bring people from Palestine and the UK together to learn about each other’s lives, 
to increase awareness of the human rights situation in Palestine and find creative 
ways to build links between them to create an on-going spread of awareness. 
Twinning in Action has allowed people involved in leading twinning in on our three 
‘links’ sectors (university students, women and young people) to meet, train and plan 
together before running the following exchanges. During 2014-5, we ran the 
following parts of the project: 

 (t*) Twinning leaders’ exchange to the UK 

The project 
began with a 
visit of nine 
twinning 
leaders from 
Abu Dis 
(people from 
the university, 
youth club, 
women’s 
group and 
Dar 
Assadaqa) 
meet with 
people 
centrally 

involved in CADFA’s work, in the three sectors. This was the first opportunity we had 
had for such a careful consideration of the work and it focused particularly strongly 
on running youth exchanges.  This was a training visit and did not include a lot of 
public events but on 20th December we held a useful conference to explain this work 
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to our friends and our members. This was a strong first step in the project. During the 
year since, many of these visitors have returned as leaders on the youth exchanges. 

 (t*) Students’ exchange to the UK 

In January/ February 
2014, we brought a 
group of 15 university 
students and leaders to 
join university students 
from the UK in one of 
our on-going series of 
student exchanges. 
This began in snowy 
isolation in the 
Yorkshire Dales where 
students gave 
presentations to each other about their lives as students, and went on to 
Manchester, Leeds, Lincoln and London where they visited universities  and were 
involved in a number of public events.   This was a great student visit: the feedback 
from participants was excellent, the learning from people around them was clear,  it 
has contributed material (film) that will be used in the final Twinning in Action 
conference (*). It has also led on to a number of practical steps, strengthening 
student twinning links and making new ones (Leeds, potentially Lincoln). At the 
student conference at the end, there was a strong call for university staff to be 
involved in the student twinning links as a way of maintaining continuity. CADFA is 
hoping to organise an exchange of university staff to take this forward. 

 

 (t*) Young women’s visit to the UK 

In February, 
15 
Palestinian 
young 
women 
joined an 
exchange 
which had 
singing as a 
theme. A 
special 
mention 
should be made of the singing contributions of Yasmin Othman from Beit Leed and 
Lama Abu Hilal from Abu Dis. We have a good pattern for these exchanges and we 
specially value the residentials at the beginning when a group of participants from 
each country work hard together and learn a great deal.  Following the women’s 
residential in North Wales, this project took our work far across the country, involving 
old and new partners in Manchester, Chester, North and Mid-Wales, Northampton, 
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Worcester and London and joining meetings at women’s centres, singing groups and 
public events which between them involved very many new people. 

We are already finding how much we’ve learned from the Twinning in Action project 
and hope that we can complete it with a parallel series of exchanges to Palestine if 
we can fund them.  The next step for Twinning in Action is a youth visit in June 2015. 

 

 

EVS projects  (European Voluntary Service: EU funded volunteering opportunities 
for people under 30) 

 

Camden Abu Dis Twinning Volunteers (volunteers going to Palestine)

We remain keen to provide EVS both in the UK and via Dar Assadaqa in Palestine in 
order to support the twinning links and the learning of young people in the area 
relevant to our aims. The CADFA EVS volunteers support the communication 
between Britain and Palestine through blogs and joint projects, allows CADFA to 
reach new people, hold events in new places, do outreach with stalls and speakers, 
run clubs in schools and colleges in both countries and therefore both maintain links 
and spread awareness of the human rights situation in Palestine.  

Organising EVS in Abu Dis has not been easy during this past period. It remains a 
struggle for us to afford our EVS work which is full of responsibilities and only 
partially-funded by Youth in Action/ Erasmus +.  In our previous project, Erasmus + 
funded ‘on-arrival training’ provided by Dar Assadaqa, but this time they did not do 
this or provide this training (as they do in the UK 
for example) and from our point of view, this was 
a sad loss for our groups of volunteers.  Two of 
our volunteers had been prevented from going to 
Palestine by Israeli border guards in September 
2014, and this began a pattern of overlapping 
pairs of volunteers (with people arriving in ones 
and twos rather than a whole group going at the 
same time) which continued during this period. 
Dar Assadaqa’s first long-standing volunteer co-
ordinator left and they had two new volunteer co-
ordinators during this period.  Volunteers were 
varyingly successful in their contributions to 
CADFA’s on-going work. 

However, during this year, the project took sixteen young people to Palestine to do 
EVS, all of whom clearly learned a lot about Palestine and have maintained 
connections with people and organisations there.  Many of them are still active with 
CADFA and have continued to offer their help with our work following their return to 
the UK. 
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Ta’awun-Co-operation (Volunteers coming to Britain from Europe and 
Palestine)  

Our first two-year EVS project 
to the UK finished in summer 
2014, when we had two 
volunteers from Palestine and 
one from France working at 
the CADFA office in London. 
We had a time with no EVS 
volunteers in London, as 
Erasmus +  who were due to 
tell us  in July about our about 
our second big EVS project to 
Britain – this time to include 
young people from Spain, France and Germany. As soon as we got the go-ahead in 
October, we began the project with just two European volunteers (from Germany and 
Spain). It took months longer to resolve the complex issues of UK visas, and our two 
Palestinian volunteers from the same group joined them in April (just outside the 
period of this report).  

If it is a challenge in Abu Dis to provide the support that volunteers need, it is a 
massive one to find the accommodation and provide support that the volunteers 
need in London. Everyone needs a good deal of patience, energy and humour. 
Having both European and Palestinian volunteers at the same time has turned out to 
ensure a huge range of learning opportunities for everyone and we do appreciate the 
efforts of the young people who have joined us. 

 

 

Visitors to Palestine 

During the year, several CADFA visitors were welcomed to Abu Dis by Dar 
Assadaqa and by friends they had met from the group exchanges to the UK.  They 
stayed in the CADFA flat in Abu Dis, or in local homes. One young doctor from north 
London stayed in Abu Dis for a month and worked in a hospital in Jerusalem. We 
planned a group tour to Palestine for the summer but postponed it until April 2014 
because of the war on Gaza.  
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Links work 

We focused our links work as planned on 
youth (school students), university students 
and women and during this year worked hard 
to build links between people in the UK and 
Palestine. Our volunteers produced 
newsletters for schools and for women and 
also worked on blogs that could be read at 
both ends. We reached new people and 
strengthened our links with partner 
organisations in Britain and Palestine. The 
exchange visits created a good deal of 
energy.  

From the school students’ exchange in the 
autumn and through the school lunchtime 
clubs, a small youth twinning club was set up 
in Camden which is now helping to prepare for 
the next youth group visit (in June 2015). In 
Abu Dis, there were school twinning clubs, some of which moved from the schools to 
be held in Dar Assadaqa. In Camden, EVS volunteers continued to run lunchtime or 
after-school clubs in a number of schools.    

The students’ exchange built on previous ones and has created interest and energy 
that will help the next one. There are groups of interested students in the Camden 
universities, King’s College and the northern universities that we visited during the 
students’ visit. EVS volunteers in Palestine worked with groups of university students 
and had good ideas for possible future work. However, the blog was poorly used and 
there is much work to be done to build on-going work between the exchange visits. 

It has been harder to sustain the women’s links group this year as older women in 
both countries who had been the mainstay of the groups felt as if they were less 
important to us seeing that we had organised a young women’s visit once again.   

 

Overall, this year has been very useful 
in strengthening these three sectors and 
helping us to identify next steps. We 
need to build our blog communication so 
that not only those involved on the two 
sides but other interested people can 
see the history that is developing 
between us. We also decided to work 
towards a teachers’ exchange, a 
university staff exchange and to include 
an older group of women in a 
forthcoming exchange, in each case 
because of their importance in the 
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community, to help them lead the exchange groups of young people and also for the 
sake of continuity in the links group work. 

 

CADFA’s work in Palestine  

The Dar Assadaqa community 
centre in Abu Dis, based in an 
old building in University Street, 
was the centre of our work in 
Abu Dis.  Dar Assadaqa and its 
staff and volunteers linked with 
the local community and also 
across Palestine. Dar Assadaqa 
organised work in Abu Dis local 
organisations, the schools, the 
university, the sports club etc:  
this year the Twinning in Action 
leaders’ visit strengthened links with local organisations. Dar Assadaqa liaised with 
organisations in other areas of Palestine about twinning with the UK and helped to 
build for the CADFA exchange projects. CADFA welcomed our visitors and hosted 
our volunteers and sent reports of human rights violations for action by CADFA in the 
UK. 

 

Work with partners in the UK 

The wide reach of CADFA across England and Wales during this year is shown on 
the map below by the places marked in green: here CADFA has held events or talks 
and involved people old and new to issues of human rights in Palestine.  

 (It would also be possible to include a map of the West Bank to show where our 
work has reached – but it would colour in almost every area. We tried to work with 
Gaza both before and after the terrible war of summer 2014, but it is effectively a 
prison and it has not been possible for our contacts there to leave.) 

The point of this geographical outreach is to take Palestinians and the issue of 
Palestinian human rights widely at grassroots level in the UK. Talks have been to 
students, women’s groups and to informal groups of people living near to the places 
our visitors stayed in during our projects.  Having groups of Palestinian visitors in 
small, rural places has aroused curiosity and we took to having open evenings which 
were very interesting for everyone. This year, we have been invited a number of 
times to Muslim community centres.  Our speakers and Palestinian visitors have 
spoken to people young and old. 
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In many of these 
places, we have 
worked with  
existing twinning 
groups (Pendle, 
Nottingham, 
Llanidloes, 
Worcester, 
Hackney…)  or 
encouraged  new 
interest in linking 
with Palestine. 
Our visits also 
encouraged 
possible new 
groups to consider 
twinning links 
(Newcastle, 
Blackburn, 
Doncaster, 
Chester) and we 
hope these 
develop. We know 
that the 
development of 
twinning links is a 

difficult and slow process but our own history shows that is is a useful one and we 
aim to help where we can. We are keen to work as widely as we can with other 
groups of people who want to link with Palestine in order to promote human rights. 

 

 

Campaigns 

Issues in Palestine: prisoners, freedom of movement,, settlement expansion, Gaza 

The context in Palestine during this difficult year has been described above. CADFA 
took up a number of issues as the year went on and did this at the local level as well 
as writing to policy makers.   
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We used the stories and the 
witness-statements of people 
we know to inform us and our 
campaigns – for example, our 
Palestinian women visitors 
from March 2014 were on the 
same bus at the Palestinian 
border as a judge who was 
shot and killed by the Israelii 
military .During this year, we 
used the letters the women 
wrote us to raise this issue as 
widely as we could.  

As the human rights cases 
got worse and worse and the 
issue of Jerusalem more of a 
focus, we launched a petition 
on Jerusalem and Palestine  
in both hard-copy and on-line form and presented this as it grew in number. 

 

 Local and national 

We have developed a way of doing 
small but effective, visual ‘stands’ in 
the streets which quickly attract the 
attention of people going past, 
together with leaflets which we 
have made on a number of 
subjects and our petitions. We have 
had regular ‘stands’ of this sort in 
Camden with blind-folded people 
representing prisoners 
(administrative detention, child 
prisoners) and an effective 
representation of the Dome of the 
Rock on the other side of the 

Separation Wall that was made by our volunteers.  

We made local protests in this way to remember the Abu Dis bus-driver who was 
killed at work in Jerusalem, Yousef al-Ramoni. We had a ‘stand’ in King’s Cross 
calling for freedom of movement for Palestinians. 

We joined central protests against the attacks on Gaza in summer 2014.  
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We have taken up 
issues to policy-makers 
through CADFA letters 
to MPs, the Foreign 
Secretary and MEPs.In 
the cases of Adam and 
Johar (shot young 
footballers later 
imprisoners) and Hosam 
(Dar Assadaqa 
volunteer imprisoned at 
the Bawabit al-Quds 
protest camp), we ran 
mass letter-writing 
campaigns..  

At the beginning of the 
year, we were running a 
petition to raise awareness of the E1 settlement project and to protest against it. This 
has got better-known again as the Israeli government has proceeded with it, giving 
eviction orders to Bedouin and building infrastructure. 

The UK visa issue: an issue of inequality and a point of leverage? 

We have been more and more struck by the unfairness of the UK visa system as it 
applies to Palestinians living under Israeli occupation.  As we applied for many visas 
for our visitors, we were aware of the length of time and difficulty of the applications 
which are made to Amman via both Jerusalem (behind the Wall from Abu Dis) and 
Ramallah (people need to go there to do fingerprints).  

The contrast to the rights of an Israeli settler living on Palestinian land is 
dramatic.Settlers have modern motorways, can use the local airport to fly back and 
forth to Europe and America in a day, often do not even need visas. 

Palestinians have pot-holed roads interrupted by military checkpoints, are blocked at 
every turn by walls, checkpoints, areas they are forbidden to go to. If they are able to 
travel internationally, they have to apply for a visa to a consulate they often cannot 
reach, then travel for extra days to airports in third countries (Jordan or Egypt) before 
they can fly.  

We have previously called for the implementation of the human rights clause in the 
EU-Israel Association Agreement as a form of leverage to push for human rights. To 
this we have now added a call for equality implemented by the EU government on 
the issue of visas for Israelis and Palestinians – as argued in the petition (see 
above).  

  

Events 
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This was a year full of events. CADFA exchange visits were full of public events and 
conferences, while between the visits we organised an open meeting once a month, 
sometimes with a speaker (our volunteer from Gaza spoke about her family there, 
our volunteer from Spain talked about CADFA’s use of social media), sometimes 
with a meal to welcome new volunteers. A short list of events is attached to give an 
idea of the amount of activity this year. The AGM held in July was inquorate (though 
many members came to the fundraising meal that was just after it), so was 
postponed to 20th November when we held a special event for Universal Children’s 
Day at which young people from CADFA and Sir Vincent Fean, retired Consul from 
Jerusalem, spoke. 

 

CADFA’s new website was ready at the end of this year. 

Financial report 

Trustees would like to thank Sheila Brightley, our book-keeper and Jonathan 
Sedgwick, our accountant, for helping us to keep our financial records in good order. 
We are also very grateful to our members for the standing orders and fundraising 
efforts which are of crucial importance to us as they are the only core funding that we 
receive. 

Once again this year, our accounts show the importance to us of grant funding, this 
year from Youth in Action and its successor, Erasmus +. These made our activities 
(exchanges) possible. We are very grateful to some individual donors who helped us 
through a period when grant funding was very slow in arriving this year. We did not 
however get the grants we had got in previous years from Interpal, whose priorities 
had understandably shifted to helping in the devastation following the war on Gaza. 

This year we had two years’ gift aid in one (none received during 2013-14). Our 
standing order income went up a bit (from £13.6K the previous year to £17.2 this 
year). Money from sales went down 7 (from £5.6K to £2.7K) and the volunteer team 
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which runs our stalls should perhaps review how often and where they run them. It 
appears from the accounts that our events funding had also shrunk to less than half.  
But we ran many events this year. The income they generated was however coded 
to specific projects and so to the fundraising line. 

We need to escape from our dependence on grant funding by building our core 
(memberships, fundraising by members and considering the possibility of income 
generation). 

 

Objectives for 2015-16 

In Palestine: to seek funding to strengthen and develop Dar Assadaqa as a centre 
focusing on media, human rights and international links. 

In Britain: to extend our human rights, media and linking work for young people both 
in Camden and also (working with local groups) in the areas we have reached with 
our exchange visits.  

Links between the two countries: to maintain on-going links throughout the year in 
our three main areas: women, university students, youth   

To run exchanges in both directions  

To ensure that our youth focus doesn’t push people over 30 out of our work, and to 
include them also in our exchange visits  

Campaigns: To continue with well-informed and focused human rights campaigns  

Media: To have the new website up and running,   

To make better use of short film on social media 

 

Thank yous 

The Trustees would like to thank Dr Nandita Dowson for leading CADFA in London 
and Abdul Wahab Sabbah for co-ordinating the work in Abu Dis.  

We have had many people working with us during this year in the CADFA office, 
London and in Dar Assadaqa, Abu Dis: many volunteers and helpers as well as full-
time EVS volunteers, permanent and temporary staff.   

Thank you for working for us: (in London) Sheila, Naomi, Annika, Mousa A, (in Abu 
Dis) Najah, Rami, Hazem.  

Thank you for joining us as EVS volunteers during this year:  in Palestine: Dan W., 
Anna, Aisheh, Nick, Selina, Somaya, Raj, Jack, Waqas, Isobel, Max, Robert B., 
Marguerite, Simona, Josh, Edward, Dan L.   In UK: Ibrahem, Shahed, Lucile, Emilio, 
Dunja, Momin, Nadine. 
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 Thank you for sustained voluntary work with CADFA /Dar Assadaqa:  Nina, 
Frances, Jonathan, Mousa Q., Hussam, Shareef,  A particular thanks this year for 
their help to Shaz, Nasima, Nas, Will,   and there were so many more helping in 
particular at the times of exchange visits. 

We would like to thank all CADFA members for the contribution that they have made 
to building and supporting Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association during this year. 

 

 

 

 

APPENDICES 

CADFA came into being during 2004, was constituted as a charity in June 2005 and 
gained recognition as a charity in January 2006. There is more information about 
CADFA and our activities on our website cadfa.org.  

 CADFA’s objects 

 CADFA’s trustees 2014-2015 

 CADFA’s main events 2014-15 

 Annual accounts 

 

  

CADFA’s objects  

November 2013  stamended at AGM 21 As 

CADFA’s charitable objects are to promote human rights (as set out in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and subsequent United Nations conventions 
and declarations) and respect for international humanitarian law in Palestine by all or 
any of the following means: 

 Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in 
particular; 

 Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of 
humanitarian law in Abu Dis in particular and Palestine more widely; 

 Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law; 
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 Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of 
humanitarian law; 

 Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of 
humanitarian law in Abu Dis in particular and Palestine more widely;; 

 Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses 
and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis in particular and Palestine 
more widely  and their families; 

 Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights 
abuses and infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis in 
particular and Palestine more widely. 

 

CADFA trustees 2014-15 

Chair 
Vice Chair  

Daniel Guedella 
Mike Fletcher 

Secretary  Maha Batran until November 2014 
then Cristina Piccoli 

Treasurer  David Ash   
Trustees  Cristina Piccoli 

Una Doyle 
Robert Andrews 

 

CADFA’s main events  2014-15 

April Volunteer event Camden 
Prisoners’ march, Camden 

May Stand for Adam and Johar (young prisoners) 

June Birthday party for Adam (still in prison) 
Midsummer event for Palestine 

July Demo against the war on Gaza 

September Fundraising event for youth visit from Palestine 

October YOUTH VISIT FRoM PALESTINE  (many events) 
Events in Camden, Hackney, Northampton, Chester, Blackburn, 
Pendle 

November UN Children’s Day 

December LEADERS’ VISIT FROM PALESTINE 
Events in Newcastle, Kendal and London 
CADFA conference 

January STUDENTS’ VISIT FROM PALESTINE 
Events in Leeds, Lincoln, Blackburn, Manchester, Hackney, 
Camden, London universities 
CADFA students’ conference 

February Demo to call for release of Hossam from prison 

March WOMEN’S VISIT FROM PALESTINE 
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Events near Llangollen and in Manchester, Llanidloes, Worcester, 
Blackburn, Pendle, Northampton, Hackney and Camden 
International Women’s Day event 

CADFA’s Annual Accounts 2014-15 
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