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The pressures on people in Abu Dis  - as 

elsewhere in Palestine – continued this 

month, both the human rights violations that 

have become routine - movement restrictions, 

separation from family members, economic 

and environmental problems – and more 

violent incidents.   

 

Every month, violence from the Israeli army 

leaves a number of boys (usually) injured, families including those with babies suffering from 

tear gas, and sees a number of people violently 

arrested or returned home suffering from their time in 

jail and their families suffering from fines of thousands 

of shekels.  

 

The turbulent and often violent context across the 

West Bank continued in February and people were 

aware of nine people being killed by Israeli army this 

month and over 350 people being arrested. This 

month there was an incident in Abu Dis itself on 2nd which played out throughout the month 

in military invasions, arrests and fines.  

 

In Abu Dis, this month: 
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Friday 2nd Feb A soIdier from Israeli special forces entered Abu Dis from the west side of 

the town, driving a car with the army logo on it, pulling a horse trailer. A major incident 

followed.  The press have said he was “a settler who had lost his way, returning from riding 

horses” but it seemed clear that he was a soldier. About two 

weeks previously, the Israeli army had sent people dressed as 

Palestinians in a car into Abu Dis who then jumped out and 

arrested some of the youth.  When young people saw this car 

with the army logo on it coming into Abu Dis, they began to 

chase him out of town – he was taken from his car and 

rescued by the Palestinian police – and the Israeli army came 

in shooting at the same time as young people set the man’s 

car on fire.  Three Palestinian policemen were wounded by the 

Israeli army, with live ammunition, during this incident, 

although they were actually in the process of rescuing the 

soldier. The picture shows one of the Palestinian policemen at the health centre after he had 

been shot in the leg. 

Following this incident, February saw an increase 

in army activity in Abu Dis` 

Sunday 4th February Early in the morning, the 

Israeli army entered Abu Dis from four directions. 

There was a huge noise and chaos in the town all 

night with gun-shooting, tear gas and explosions of 

sound bombs going on until eight in the morning – 

so many children were kept away from school 

because the streets were full of soldiers and they were not safe.  During the night, the army 

went into over twenty homes, searched and made chaos 

inside, arrested six people and kept them, of whom one 

was under 18.  The army also took another four people 

(one under 18) to the military camp and gave them orders 

to go to the intelligence officer next morning (but let them 

go) and gave two further people orders to go to the 

intelligence officer at the Zaytouna checkpoint (but did not 

take them during the night). 

On Sunday evening, the Israeli army destroyed the 

primary school at Abu Nuwwar Bedouin village. This was 
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part of the pressure that they are putting on the Bedouin, whom they want to move from their 

villages to the area east of Abu Dis, clearing the “E1” area for settlement building. 

On Monday 5th February, six people from Abu Dis went to the Israeli Civil Department (see 

above) to meet with the Intelligence Officer. They were kept there over eight hours, sitting on 

the ground outside, being shouted at by the army, and not allowed to leave (their ID cards 

were held) even though they were not seen. At the end of the day, the Intelligence Officer 

met them to give a message to the people of Abu Dis: they were told that after the incident 

on 2nd February, the Israeli army were going to take a harsh 

approach; they had 200 names and they intended to arrest 

them all. 

Tuesday 6th February. Once again the army came into the 

town in the early hours of the morning (around 3am). There 

was shooting, tear gas, sound bombs again. Many houses 

were invaded including the houses of people who had spent 

the previous day waiting for/ meeting the Israeli intelligence 

officer -but there were no arrests.  

 

Wednesday 7th February Once again there were house invasions, shooting and teargas, in 

the early hours of the morning. No one was arrested at this point. 

 

During the day, four people in a car were stopped at Jaba checkpoint on the way to 

Ramallah – This was connected to 

the same thing: their ID cards 

showed that they came from Abu 

Dis. They were told to park their car 

behind the soldiers’ watch tower, 

taken out and beaten by the 

soldiers. One of them reported that 

he had not personally had any 

trouble or been involved in anything 

at all since the first intifada; he was coming back from his work and had no connection to the 

incident in question, but he was told by the soldiers that the reason was that he came from 

Abu Dis, and, after the incident at the beginning of February, the people of Abu Dis would be 

punished.  

 



 

CADFA Abu Dis human rights report: February 2018 
 

Friday 9th February There was a demonstration after 

the Friday prayer. It began peacefully but ended with 

Israeli shooting at a checkpoint that they set up near the 

military camp. The army threw tear gas into the area of 

Kobsa. 

 

Sunday 11th February. Seraj Kashour was arrested 

after his house was invaded in the middle of the night.  

 

During the same day, the army put up a flying 

checkpoint on the way to Ramallah and imposed a 

complete closure on the area of Hezma village, which 

created extremely long traffic queues and effectively cut the West Bank into half. 

 

Tuesday 13th February. Once again, the army came during the night and invaded the 

houses of Nader and Nafiz Jaffal. They gave them orders to visit the intelligence officer. 

 

On the same day, three people who were arrested on the night of 4th February were 

released – but this was not the end of the story for them as they/their families were told to 

pay big fines although they had demonstrated that they had no connection with the incident 

on 2nd February and there were no charges against them. 

 

Wednesday 14th February. There was another night of fear and worry in Abu Dis – below 

is a CADFA report written the following day. 

 

Many people from Abu Dis didn’t sleep last night -there were 

army everywhere, clashes in the streets and tear gas all 

around, but also a widespread fear that the army would invade 

people’s homes as they have been doing night after night. The 

situation underlyingly is very bad, the pressures on 

Palestinians worse than ever since the announcement by 

Trump that he would move the US Embassy to Jerusalem and 

the demonstrations that followed. 

Some weeks ago, the Israeli army sent people dressed as 

Palestinians in a car into Abu Dis who then jumped out and arrested some of the youth. A 

couple of weeks ago, an Israeli in a car marked with the Israeli army logo drove into Abu Dis. 
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The press have said he was “a settler who had lost his way, 

returning from riding horses” but it seemed clear that he was 

a soldier. The youth began to chase him out of town – he 

was taken from his car and rescued by the Palestinian police 

– and the Israeli army came in shooting at the same time as 

young people set the man’s car on fire. 

The Israeli army have since that time arrested many young 

people, sent threatening messages into the streets and 

pasted them on the walls in Abu Dis, and have told people 

that 200 young people were involved and that they will all be 

arrested.  Local people think that the Israelis are on purpose trying to be provocative and 

So in the nights when the sounds of the army are loud, like last night, people know that there 

are more arrests going on and wonder who will be next. 

Meanwhile, the Bedouin village of Jabal al-Baba has been under huge pressure since 

November when the Israeli army gave the whole village an 

eviction notice. The villagers feel they have been to some 

extent protected by the international focus they managed to 

get on their situation, partly because some of the houses 

are on lands owned by the Vatican.  However, the army 

return very often and tell them they should move to other 

places where they will build them new houses on the lands 

of Abu Dis and Aizaria, because their houses will be 

demolished soon.  

The pressures and fear are happening across Palestine – 

we hear that a similar thing to Abu Dis happened in Jenin, 

where two uniformed soldiers were found ‘by mistake in 

Jenin Camp’ – the youth chased them, they were rescued 

by the Palestinian police and then by the Israeli army, who 

are now punishing the young people.   

It’s good (if they follow it up) that more people in the West are realising that things in 

Palestine are upside down – this can be seen from the recent debate in Parliament about 

child prisoners, the fact that Amnesty are taking a strong line about the Israeli settlements 

and that the case of Ahed Tamimi has become well-known in recent weeks. Visitors to Abu 

Dis know how hard people are trying to live a normal life and think of things other than just 
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military occupation, but the report from Abu Dis today shows that it is hard to have a full day 

or even a night away from the worry. 

 

Thursday 15th February.  

Representatives from the Israeli 

Civil Department went with the 

Jerusalem Electricity Company to 

the area in the east of Abu Dis 

where they want to relocate the 

Bedouin from their current villages 

so that they can extend their 

settlements into the strongly-contested E1 area. This land belongs to Abu Dis people but 

Israel regards it as Area C and refuses to let Palestinians build on it. They took some of the 

land 15 years ago and gave it to the Bedouin but now they want them all to move into this 

area.  This is also the area where, around 3 years ago, activists built a tented village known 

as of Bawabit Alquds to protest against this move. The Civil Department / Electicity 

Company visits shows that they are pressing on with this move – as does their direct 

pressure on the Bedouin in the villages slightly further east. 

 

Friday 16th February There was a demonstration after the Friday prayer. It began peacefully 

but ended with Israeli shooting at demonstrators. The Red Crescent reported that fourteen 

people were injured with rubber bullets and burns from the tear gas cannisters.  

 

Sunday 18th February More of the young people who were arrested following the incident 

on 2nd February were released with no charge. But once again, their families paid high bills 

for them to be released, between 2000 and 4000 shekels each. 

 

Tuesday 20th February The Israeli army invaded the Bedouin village of Jabal al-Baba early 

in the morning and destroyed one of the houses. 

 

Thursday 22nd February People in Abu Dis were shocked by the killing by Israeli forces of 

a young man Yasin Asaradeh in Jericho – which is very close to Abu Dis. His family said that 

he heard a loud noise in the house next door and went running to see that things were OK –  

this is the last time that they saw him. There was CCTV in the area and the video shows the 

young man leaving his house carrying something over his head.  It then shows that Israeli 

soldiers shot and captured him and then determinedly beat him and that this went on for 
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twenty minutes until he died. In this article by Gideon Levy, he calls this a “lynching”. Up to 

the time of writing this report (early March), the army has refused to give the body of the 

dead man to his family. 

 

Friday 23rd February. From the morning onwards, 

there were military checkpoints around the area of 

East Jerusalem on the main roads and down to 

Jericho. There was a demonstration in Abu Dis after 

the prayer as on other Fridays – the army threw tear 

gas near the crossroads in Kobsa, but there were no 

reports today of anyone being wounded.    

 

Sunday 25th February. In Jerusalem there was a 

major issue as the Israelis decided that the churches 

needed to pay the Arnona tax. The churches (including 

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre) refused to accept 

the new taxes and closed their doors. 

Monday 26th February There was an overall closure in 

the West Bank and the terminals into Gaza because of the Jewish holiday at this time. This 

means that the Israelis stopped the permissions and did not allow people to travel into 

Jerusalem, or goods to travel into the Gaza Strip. The Israelis increased the number of 

checkpoints, putting them up on Abu George Street (on the way to Ramallah), in Wad al-Nar 

and at the crossroads leading to Maale Adumim settlement. 

 

On the same day, another of the prisoners arrested after 2nd February was released after 

paying 4000 shekels.  

Tuesday 27th February. Three military jeeps with the intelligence officer entered Abu Dis in 

the middle of the morning. It was not obvious what they were doing there, was it to 

investigate, provoke or purely to show that they were there? They shot sound bombs and 

teargas into empty streets as the young people were at school and nothing special was 

going on. 

 

Also on the same day, Amjad and Ali Rabee (cousins), child prisoners for the last ten 

months, were released. Their families had to pay 4000 shekels for their release for each of 

them. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.haaretz.com%2Famp%2Fisrael-news%2F.premium-first-idf-troops-shot-an-armed-palestinian-then-they-lynched-him-1.5866572&h=ATNDpjstFssoxRGq4mrC1l65Aur7BDa4i4Pwfvz8ZSoHB0QGg8GiZRwgD4__LGrSQySvbNTgLrSAEU8FH9pjoUJAg6s5ILk9QaCaYpTIOANBQNw2Hvs
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Wednesday 28th February, the 

churches in Jerusalem won their struggle 

against the new tax, at least temporarily. 

Following their refusal to open their doors 

(see 25th Feb), and international attention 

to the issue, the Israelis froze the 

implementation of the proposed new tax, 

so the churches reopened to the public. 
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