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Introduction 

In October 2013, we celebrated ten years of 

Camden-Abu Dis links. (We are now in the 

tenth year of CADFA itself which was 

formally founded in October 2004). During 

this time we have, run many projects, 

events, campaigns and grown enormously in 

experience. We have been building our own 

model of human rights twinning, supporting 

the links we are making through visits and 

volunteers in both directions, finding ways 

to support twinning groups beyond our 

own. 

We can see our work having an effect in the responses of individuals, the growing awareness of 

human rights issues in Palestine in the schools and organisations we work in. We see that CADFA has 

been earning a reputation in both Britain and Palestine. Some indication of the spread of our work 

just in 2013-14 is given below by the lists of our projects and events across both countries and 

responses to petitions, communications etc. Thousands of people have been touched by this work 

one way or another.  

We know we are working in a different context now than ten years ago, as issues we took up (like 

the child prisoner campaign) are now discussed more widely, and we see the issues gaining 

mainstream coverage: responses to us in the street are largely positive, where they used not to be. 

Understanding within the organisations we work with has improved.  When we began work with our 

local NUT, it was a struggle to make Palestine an issue, but this year the NUT have made Palestine 

prominent in their 2014 national conference.  However, the situation in Abu Dis and in Palestine has 

got worse not better, and the issue of widespread human rights violations on all levels in Palestine 

continues to be very serious. 
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Twin paths 

Our work has continued on two paths. Path 

one is to raise awareness of human rights, 

and our tools have been our exchange visits 

and the support we put in for them, and the 

volunteer projects to sustain communication.  

This path is largely a happy one of discovery, meeting and welcoming new people, celebrating 

cultures and building friendship links. There has been a real buzz around our work, especially as so 

much of it has concerned young people, young volunteers, university students. CADFA has always 

prioritised collective and group links but these have led to huge numbers of important individual 

friendships   and people say this is changing their lives. Here is a quote from a young man from the 

UK who has been involved in a CADFA exchange and was a volunteer for three months – it is typical: 

'Overall I found the experience really worthwhile. I hope that CADFA continue to be recognised for 

the amazing work they do in connecting British and Palestinians together in an eternal bond of 

friendship that would otherwise be difficult to find. I also hope they are able to continue doing the 

exceptional work in both the UK and in Palestine, because it is only by personal connections that 

change is ever made. For anyone tempted to get on board with future projects, I'd say take the risk 

and go for it, you will not regret it and it has the potential to change your life forever...' 

CADFA’s second path is to tackle human rights violations by gathering information and campaigning, 

organising petitions, letters, demonstrations and even vigils. This year we were again and again 

shocked by the human rights violations in and around Abu Dis including a great deal of raw violence.  

This year the interconnection of these two paths was shown repeatedly as CADFA project after 

CADFA project was interrupted and affected by the human rights violations of the Israeli occupation.  

A year of CADFA activity 

For CADFA both in London and in Palestine, this has been an 

extremely busy year, full of project visits, volunteers in both 

directions and campaigning events.  To Palestine, we organised a 

big group visit in April and a number of other smaller visits during 

the year as well as welcoming a large number of EVS volunteers. In addition, we organised a student 

group exchange to Palestine – ‘Palestine in a Week’ together with the Palestinian Youth Union. We 

organised many group youth exchanges to London.  We would like here to thank our major funders, 

Youth in Action, as well as   Interpal and the efforts of our members and groups that we worked 

with.  

Our parallel EVS volunteer projects in London (with French and Palestinian volunteers) and in 

Palestine (with volunteers from the UK) continued this year. These offered a fantastic opportunity to 

young people to learn a lot about the people, culture and human rights situation of the host country. 

Energetic volunteers were able to contribute well to the work of CADFA, concentrating on building 

links between the two countries, helping with CADFA’s school clubs and events and increasing our 

presence at local community events in Camden, Abu Dis and with partner twinning groups. Our 

volunteers as well as our Palestinian visitors helped stimulate interest in twinning with Palestine in   
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 Aberystwyth 

 Brent 

 Devon 

 Hackney 

 Haringey 

 Hastings 

 Knighton 

 Northampton 

 Pendle 

 SE London  

 Waltham Forest 

 Worcester 
Our energetic contribution was acknowledged by group after group at the Britain-Palestine Twinning 

Network Conference in November. 

We continued to work locally with school students, 

university students and women in particular, organising 

many events with speakers, films and our visitors.  Our 

small Camden office was a hive of activity.  We ran 

regular sessions for our staff and volunteers looking at 

the way CADFA works and planning activities. School 

lunch-time Friendship Clubs continued in Camden and 

Abu Dis schools. A group of young volunteers in 

Camden ran a Human Rights Media School for school 

students giving them the opportunity to learn new 

media skills and put them into practice in relation to Palestine.  This was an active year in relation to 

students with three exchanges and visits of Palestinian students to universities in Sheffield, 

Manchester, Bradford, Leeds, Sussex and across London.  There were many CADFA activities in the 

evenings and at weekends, at festivals and on the streets.  

In Abu Dis, Dar Assadaqa continued its regular activities for women and young people and occasional 

events, for International Women’s Day, Human Rights Day etc.  During the school summer holidays, 

Dar Assadaqa ran a summer project for children. We took the reluctant decision to close the 

Shehadeh Mohsen Diabetic Clinic until we are able to raise enough funding to sustain it properly. 

Dar Assadaqa moved to a new home – another lovely old house - in September 2013.   

Youth exchanges 2013-14  

 Maan: Students Together 

 Changing Places    

 Common Ground   

 Palestine in a Week 

 CADFA  Winter Olympics   

 Women in Action   

Volunteer projects 2013-14 

To Palestine:  

 Camden Abu Dis Twinning 

Volunteers 

To London:  

 Camden Abu Dis Twinning 

Volunteers;  

 Ta’awun- Co-operation 
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Continuing human rights violations 

This was a difficult year in terms of human rights 

violations in Abu Dis and across Palestine. CADFA told its 

members and took action in various ways about the 

following issues. CADFA actions included letters to MPs, 

MEPS and the Foreign Office as well as the Israeli 

Embassy. Small demonstrations in the street, in 

particular about prisoners and the right of movement. 

Gathering paper petitions and get-well cards and setting 

up e-petitions which were then delivered to policy-makers. Public meetings, information on our 

website, Facebook group and Twitter.  

Major issues this year for the people of Abu Dis: 

 IDs and check points (a man was killed at 

Container checkpoint) 

 Violence in the streets and in the university (tear 

gas often closed schools and the university; in 

November and December the army invaded the Al 

Quds University) 

 Imprisonment, including child imprisonment, 

administrative detention and the long hunger 

strike of Samer Isawi 

 Denying the right of freedom of movement (see 

section below) 

 The Separation Wall (which was added to this 

year in Abu Dis)  

 House demolition (an Abu Dis house near the Wall was demolished) 

 Shootings by the Israeli military: (Usaid Afana was shot at his cousin’s wedding. Adam and 

Johar Halabiyeh were shot on 

their way home from a football 

match. A judge from Nablus 

working in Jordan was shot and 

killed in front of our visitors – see 

below - while many more were 

injured.)  

 At the same time, Abu Dis 

was dominated to its east by the 

Israeli settlements of Maale 

Adumim, Qidar and Mishor 

Adumim and work continued to 

join them all to Jerusalem via the 

E1 settlement project. 
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CADFA projects confronted by the Israeli occupation 

Our school students’ visit in June, 

‘Changing Places,’ started badly when 

the Head teacher of Abu Dis Boys’ 

School, Mazen Salahuldin, was 

prevented from travelling with the 

group. The group missed their plane and 

had to waited a week in Amman for 

another plane (it was midsummer and 

hard to book for a big group). Mazen 

tried once again to travel but he was 

again stopped by the Israelis although he wasn’t charged with anything and allowed to return home. 

It was very disappointing that he could not come with the group to London and also that the group 

missed their planned inducation time in Devon. 

Our music visit ‘Common Ground’ was affected by the occupation as well as by events in Egypt. At 

the time when the Rafah crossing to Egypt had opened, we had invited young people from Gaza 

along with young people from the West Bank to be a part of the group. Our disappointment was 

nearly as great as theirs when after waiting for visas, preparing for the visit and packing to travel, 

they were unable to leave Gaza and join the group. 

Our volunteer project, ‘Camden Abu Dis Twinning Volunteers’ was affected in the autumn by this 

year when two of the young volunteers were not allowed to travel through Tel Aviv airport. 

Our student visit, ‘CADFA Winter Olympics’ was again planned to include students from Gaza, and 

we worked hard to get them permission to travel.  For people from Gaza the process of getting a 

British visa is even more difficult than for people from the West Bank: it involves getting a passport 

from Ramallah in the West Bank, an application to Jerusalem for a visa from Amman, and a 

complicated journey for the passport back to Gaza. On top of this, we were appalled when Nisreen, 

one of the visitors who had only one hand, was not able to apply for a passport without a British 

consular person to override a finger-print machine that needed ten finger prints. No such person 

travelled to Gaza for several weeks, and so Nisreen’s passport was not ready by the time the rest of 

the group were waiting to go – but they could not cross through Rafah. This is not just an issue of 

Egypt: the whole of the Gaza population are confined by Israel to the Gaza Strip, leaving them only 

one way out of their country. 

  

And then our women’s exchange, ‘Women in 

Action,’ went very well until the Palestinian 

women left Britain. They had to return via 

Amman as West Bankers cannot go the direct 

route via Tel Aviv. On the way back from 

Jordan to the West Bank, they were on the 
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same bus as Ra’ed Eze’eter, a Palestinian 

judge who was returning home to Nablus. 

The Israeli border guards took everyone off 

the bus, and they shot and killed Ra’ed 

Eze’eter. 

CADFA ‘s exchanges have themselves 

therefore pushed us into campaigning work 

from its exchanges themselves: we have 

written letters, run petitions, held small 

demonstrations, met our members of 

parliament and organised a postcard 

campaign which will go into action when our next children’s project is agreed. 

Financial report 

We have worked to strengthen our organisation both in Camden and in Abu Dis.   Our skills, our 

organisational framework and our responsibilities have grown. Our membership base is growing, 

interest in our work is perceptibly widening, but we are still a small organisation running many 

serious projects. 

In order to fund all this activity, we worked hard to raise a bigger income this year than in any 

previous year. Our biggest funder was Youth in Action which supported our big exchange projects 

and the volunteer projects. We received grants from Interpal and from the Educational Foundation. 

Twinning groups which took part in our visits contributed towards those expenses. The support of 

CADFA members through regular standing orders was very important. We are grateful for a number 

of one-off donations and the efforts of individuals to raise money through sponsorship and charity 

pages. We also raised money through fundraising events and appeals. 

It was very hard work because still we have no 

regular core funding apart from the standing 

orders made by our members. Our expenses grew 

too, as we paid for offices, staffing and so many 

exciting projects. Hosting volunteers in central 

London was particularly expensive for us, as we 

also had to put in extra staffing and support for 

them.  The troubles we have described above 

brought about changes to the Youth in Action 

projects: they caused new expenses (particularly to the youth visit ‘Changing Places’) or cost us 

participants (the two visits with no Gaza participants) and therefore put a strain on our finances.  

Youth in Action was coming to an end and its payments in response to final reports were slower than 

before. By the year end, outgoings exceeded income because we were still waiting for some 

expected Youth in Action payments and outstanding gift aid, but we carried £5000 to the new year. 

In September, we applied to Youth in Action for funding for exchanges for women, university 

students and young people of school age – these are the exchanges we have run regularly for the 
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past few years. It was a blow when they decided in December not to award any ‘Action 3’ funding: 

this included ours.   We began a review of ways to diversify our main funding. 

Our concern has been that the work should become sustainable.  This year has shown the 

importance of the work we are doing and the reasons to continue it are strong. We are proud of our 

model of work that has involved hundreds 

from each country directly and thousands 

through the effects of their involvement. The 

strong pressures this year showed that we had 

not made the progress that we hoped towards 

having adequate independent core funding 

and this is absolutely crucial for the future. We 

must also diversify our project funding so that 

changes in a funding body do not become a 

threat to our own work.    

 Review of the year  

At the end of 2013-14 we said: “We aim during the year ahead to achieve the following objectives.  
There are many of them because of the breadth of our work. We will measure our work against 
them at the end of the year:” 

We did very well on the objectives relating to activity:  

 Develop the links between our volunteer programmes in both countries  

 Strengthen the twinning links of further partner groups  

 Focus on student links with a visit in each direction 

 Develop twinning links in more universities 

 Use our youth visits to strengthen our links not only with schools but with youth groups 

 Keep the women’s links groups in communication and have another women’s visit next 

March 

 Keep the prisoner campaign and the E1 campaign high on our agenda 

 Develop a campaign on travel restrictions   

We did not do so well on the following organisational objectives: 

 Broaden our membership  We had a lot of new interest but we must do further 
work on encouraging people to actually join 

 Find increased financial support for 
our core work 

Really this is still a big problem – the end of Youth in 
Action shows this 

 Keep our human rights reports up to 
date   

We collect human rights information all the time and 
disseminate and use this, but there was a delay this year 
in getting the human rights reports on to the website 

 Get our new website up and running The background work has been done on this and we 
hope that it is launched any time now (April 2014) 

 Obtain support from Camden Council 
for Camden - Abu Dis links. 

No, we didn’t even try   We were too busy 
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Objectives for 2014-15   
Visits and volunteers – we want to keep the annual visits of women/ university students/ children’s 

visit and our volunteer programme going   

Links  - we aim to produce small newsletters, improve our blogs and website and strengthen the 

links between schools, university student unions and women’s / community centres in Britain and 

Palestine 

Help strengthen other twinning groups   

Organisation – Find increased financial support for our core work and become less dependent on 

one main funder 

Campaigning – Continue to make use of up-to-date information from Palestine to raise awareness of 

the key human rights issues including prisoners, travel restrictions and the E1 settlement project. 

See our new website up and running 

 
 Thank you 
 The Trustees would like to thank Dr Munir Nusseibah for his support and contribution as Chair of 

CADFA for nearly five years from Sep 2009.  We are very happy that on return to Palestine where he 

is the Director of the Human Rights Clinic at Al Quds University, he is supporting the work of CADFA 

from the other end.  We were very sad in March to hear that Munir had been seriously injured in a 

car accident, and send him all our best wishes for a speedy recovery. Thank you too to Ann Morris, 

our part-time book-keeper who has now moved on to full-time work elsewhere. 

We would like to thank Dr Nandita Dowson for leading CADFA in London and Abdul Wahab Sabbah 

for co-ordinating the work in Abu Dis. We have had many people working with us during this year in 

the CADFA office and in Dar Assadaqa, Abu Dis: many volunteers and helpers as well as full-time EVS 

volunteers, permanent and temporary staff.  Thank you for working for us: Cristina, Naomi, Annika, 

Rachel, Harres, Mousa A., Sheila, Najah, Fathiya and Karameh. Thank you for joining us as EVS 

volunteers during this year:  in Palestine: Sophie, Billy, Yasmin B, Jessica, Yasmin M, Hadiel, Mary, 

Matt, Lawson, Robert, Dan, Anna, Aisha, Nick; in London: Ibaa, Amer, Camille, Sabrina, Suzan, Safia, 

Tarek, Waad, Ibrahem, Shahd and Lucile.  Thank you for sustained voluntary work with CADFA /Dar 

Assadaqa: Serena, Hannah, Khalid, Mousa Q., Claudia, Megan, Cecil  and there are so many more. A 

particular thanks for his regular hard work on our accounts to Jonathan, and for her  daily work on 

the website to Frances.  

We would like to thank you all and indeed all CADFA members for the contribution that they have 

made to building and supporting Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association during this year. 
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APPENDICES 
 
CADFA came into being during 2004, was constituted as a charity in June 2005 and gained 
recognition as a charity in January 2006. There is more information about CADFA and our activities 
on our website, www.camdenabudis.net  
 

 
 
 
CADFA’s objects  
Amendments proposed by Trustees, as amended at AGM 21st November 2013  

CADFA’s charitable objects are to promote human rights (as set out in the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights and subsequent United Nations conventions and declarations) and respect for 

international humanitarian law in Palestine by all or any of the following means: 

 Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in particular; 

 Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law 
in Abu Dis in particular and Palestine more widely; 

 Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law; 

 Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of humanitarian law; 
 Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu 

Dis in particular and Palestine more widely;; 
 Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses and 

infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis in particular and Palestine more widely  and 
their families; 

 Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights abuses and 
infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis in particular and Palestine 
more widely. 

 

CADFA TRUSTEES 2013-14 

  

 

Chair  (Munir Nusseibeh till July 13 – Left to return to Palestine) 
(Mike Fletcher  was acting Chair after Munir left) 
*Daniel Guedella  from October 13 

Vice Chair  *Mike Fletcher 
Secretary  *Maha Batran 
Treasurer  (Annika Miller Jones till AGM November 13) 

*David Ash from November 13 
Trustees  (Daniel Guedella  (became Chair in October 13)) 

(Shereen Pandit till AGM November 13) 
(Subhi Barakat till AGM November 13) 
*Cristina Piccoli from AGM November 13 
*Annika Miller Jones from AGM November 13 
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